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GOOD NEWS PERSONAL 

How 
YOU Can 

Help Cha, .... ...-. 
tlie Worl 

W
ouldn't you like to change the 
world? 

Most people would. For the vast 
majority of human beings, the world is not very 
pleasant. Most would like to see it changed. 

They would like to see a better world for their 
children and for their grandchildren . The scourges 
of war, of crime, of injustice, of prejudice, of 
hatred, of hunger, of disease and of pollution leave 
their miserable mark on every life. 

Some people do more than just wish the world 
were different. They set out to change it. A few 
make some contribution, even if only small and 
temporary, toward bettering the world. Others, mo­
tivated by frustration, despair and often hatred, 
seek to bring about change by violent or destructive 
means, becoming part of the problem themselves. 

But when all is said and done, the problems 
facing humanity today are not diminishing. Rather, 
they are growing ominously more dangerous. 

How about you? Do you want to change the 
world? There is something you can do, you know­
if you have the good sense to realize there is a 
Creator God who intervenes in human affairs. 

God tells those who desire to follow Him to 
change themselves first. He wants to know who will 
believe that He knows the way to happiness and 
well-being and will follow that way. Jesus asked in 
Luke 6:46, "Why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and 
do not do the things which I say?" 

How about it? Are you willing to change 
yourself? 

If you consider yourself a Christian, how about 
making your calling and election sure? How about 

changing your own lit­
tle corner of the world, 
bringing yourself un­
der the perfect govern­
ment of God by obey­
ing Him? James 
exhorted, "But be do­
ers of the word, and 
not hearers only" 
(James 1:22). 

This world is not a 
very pleasant place . 
But it is going to be 
changed. It will be 
changed by force at 

the time Jesus Christ returns to do battle with 
those who will resist His coming. At that time He 
will take rulership over all nations. 

You can be part of the solution, or you can be 
part of the problem. Are you willing to have Christ 
rule you now, by obeying His law? Or will you be 
one whose knee will not bow until He makes it bow 
at His Second Coming (Philippians 2:IO)? 

God is love. He is faithful. And His way is the 
cause of peace and human happiness. But most 
people, for now, have rejected that way of life. 
What about you? Will you reject it, too? Or do you 
really want to live God's perfect way? 

He will give you all the help you honestly want. 
He'll forgive you as often as you truly want to 
change. If God has called you to follow Him, you've 
been given a great treasure. Don't throw it away. 
Don't lose it. Use it. Appreciate it . 

It is only natural that humans would like to 
change the world . Many have tried . But the day is 
coming when it will be done! And all Christians are 
promised a part in helping it come about. 

The beginning of a new year on the Roman 
calendar turns our minds toward the way we'd like 
to see things be. Why not begin this year by taking 
seriously the great calling our merciful God has 
given us? Start changing the world-today! 

Pastor General 
Worldwide Church of God 



LETTERS 
"Overcoming Isn't Easy!" 

On Friday, I was taking care of my 
14-month-old granddaughter and the 
magazine arrived in the mail. I could 
hardly wait to read the magazine. The 
article "Overcoming Isn't Easy!" (Sep­
tember-October) was the medicine I 
needed. Working and serving under ad­
verse circumstances, I felt I couldn't take 
another step. I unplugged the telephone 
Friday and Saturday, read and prayed. I 
thanked God. It really helped. 

Norma Clemans 
London, Ohio 

" Reflections of a Wayward Son" 
Every topic I read is so uplifting, but 

the one that touched me the most was in 
the September-October issue, " Reflec­
tions of a Wayward Son." Well, I'm not 
wayward. Also, I am a lady, but [ don't 
visit my mother like I should and it made 
me do a lot of thinking. My mother 
never told me anything wrong. She 
helped me raise my children, not money­
wise, but always keeping us updated with 
God's commandments. 

She's still living, thank God, so I can 
tell her [ love her and do most of the 
good things she raised me to do. [ have 
four children. I asked all four of them to 
read that topic. They read it and things 
with them seemed to change for the best. 

Ann Faulkner Evans 
Baltimore, Md. 

More points on family growth 
Re: "Checklist for Family Growth" 

(May-June), points to add: 
I) Spiritually: Go out to work (or 
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whatever you do) every day as if you are 
already in the world tomorrow, working 
with Christ. Do your best. Let your 
thoughts and actions glorify God. 

2) Mentally: Concentrate on what oth­
ers have to say, listen carefully and, if 
necessary, take action to help them. 

3) Emotionally: Invite all the family to 
a meal. Share their sorrows and joys by 
visiting them when things happen to 
them. 

4) Physically: Help out at your local 
community center. Give a present to a 
family member or friend or neighbor 
now and then. 

Patricia MacLain 
Nottingham, England 

Bible translation errors 
I noticed something that concerned 

me in two issues. Both the March-April 
issue, on page 22, and the May-June 
issue, on page 9, quote Galatians 2:20 
from the New King James Version. I 
have heard this verse specifically ad­
dressed as being incorrect in modern ver­
sions, but correct in the King James 
Version, which states, "I live by the faith 
of the Son of God." The difference in 
emphasis is very significant , which 
should be brought to the attention of 
Good News readers. 

Also, the May-June issue, on page 5, 
refers to the spi rit of Christ as "He," 
when the KJV uses "it," which is appar­
ently correct from the context. 

I like the NKJV, but it still needs to 
be used circumspectly. 

Dave Delamater 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Right. While the New King James 
seems more readable to modern readers 
and corrects some of the errors of the 
King James, it sometimes introduces 
other mistakes. 

The King James correctly states that 
we live by the very faith of Christ Him­
self in us, and not by our own human 
faith in Him. The change in preposition 
totally alters the meaning and could 
spell the difference between spiritual 
life and death for anyone who fails to 
realize how the phrase should be 
translated! 

And the holy spirit, which is the 
power and mind of God and not a sepa­
rate person, is properly referred to as 
"it" and not as "He. " 

Smart Bible students check several 
translations and put together everything 
the Bible says on any subject to make 
points clear, rather than relying exclu-

sively on anyone version or anyone 
verse for all their understanding. 

Interesting and 
Informative 

Many tbanks for an interesting and 
informative magazine. Indeed it is aptly 
named, for we all need good news in 
these trying times. 

May your work continue and prosper 
in spreading the good news of the Bible 
and of tbe coming of God's Kingdom. 

Bill Drew 
Birmingham, England 

My parents became members of God's 
Church when I was 7 years old. 1 have 
loved tbe life of God's way. 1 have never 
in all my 31 years ever written into the 
Churcb of God to say how much I appre­
ciate the blessing of having the knowl­
edge of God so freely given to us. I was 
reading the letters to The Good News 
and was shocked to hear people want to 
cancel their subscription so freely. What 
a shame. 

A Tbankful Member 
Medford, Ore. 

The Good News welcomes your comments. Letter. 
for this column should be addressed to "Letter. to 
the Editor. " The editor reserves the right to use 
letters so addressed In whole or 'n part , and to 
Include your name and edit the 'eUer for clarity or 
space. Send all communications to our addre88 
nearest you: 

United States 300 W Green 51, Pasadena. Cahf ., 91123. 
For literature call toll free 1-800-423-4444 

Canada. P.O Box 44, Stallon A. Vancouver , B.C" 
V6C 2M2. For literature call toll tree 1-800-663-2345 

Australia ' POBox 202, Burleigh Heads. Queensland 4220 
Bahamas P.O Box N3934, Nassau NP 
Barbados P,O Box 1021 . Bridgetown 
Bermuda PO. Box HM 908. Hamilton HMOX 
Denmark Box 21" DK-Bl00 Aarhus C 
FIJI POBox 3938. Samabula, Suva 
Ghana POBox 9617, Kotoka Inl Airport, Accra 
Guyana POBox 10907, Georgetown 
india P a Box 6727, Bombay 400 052 
JamaICa POBox 544, Kingston 5 
Kenya POBox 47135, Nairobi 
MalaYSia P a Box 430. Jalan Sultan, 46750 Petahng 

Jaya. SelangOf 
MaUritiUs POBox 888, Port LOUIS 
New Zealand and PacifIC Isles P.O. Box 2709, Auckland 1 
Nigeria P M.B 21006, Ike,a. Lagos State 
Norway Box 2513. Solli, Oslo 2 
Phillppmes PO Box ,11" MePO. 1299 Maka!], Metro Manila 

(Reentered as second-class matter at the Manila Centrat 
Post Off ice on Jan lB . 1974 ) 

Puerto Rrco. G.P O. Box 6063. San Juan 00936-6063 
Singapore: PO Box 11 1. Farrer Road Post Oflice 9128 
Solomon Islands P.O Box SOB. Honiara 
South Africa P a Box 5644, Cape Town BOOO 
Sri Lanka. P.O Box 1824, Colombo 
Sweden; Box 5380, 5-102 46 Stockholm 
Tonga. PO. Box 127. Nuku'alola 
Trinidad PO. Bag 114, Pori of Spain 
United Kingdom' P OBox 111 , Borehamwood, 

Herts . W06 1LU 
Zambia P a Box 50117, lusaka 
Zimbabwe PO 80x UA 30. Union Ave . Harare 

8e sure to notify us Immediately of any change In 
your address. Please include your old mailing label 
and your new addres8. The publishers assume no 
responsibility for the safety or return ot unsolicited 
artwork, photographs or manuscripts. 



Stay 
itted! 

As a new Roman year begins, 
how serious are you about remaining 

faithful to the calling 
God has given you? 

By Joseph W. Tkach 

New year's resolutions 
have become some­
thing of a tradition for 

many people. 
Something about the ending 

of one year and the beginning 
of another seems to create an 
opportunity for an individual 
to close one chapter of life and 
open another. There is a subtle 
element of hope that somehow 
next year will bring a better 
me. 

But life doesn't seem to work 
that way. Most people find their 
earnestly made commitments to 
improve their habits fall by the 
wayside after only a few weeks or 
even days . 

The beginning of a Christian 
life is also a sort of closing of one 
chapter of life and opening of 
another. But unlike a typical new 
year's resolution, the Christian 
cannot afford to allow his com­
mitment to be carelessly ne­
glected and soon forgotten. 

The Christian life must instead 
be one of vigilance to never for­
get the deep meaning and value 
of the life and sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. God calls Christians to be 
"doers of the word, and not hear­
ers only" (James I :22). James 
says that those who are only hear­
ers deceive themselves. 

True Christianity is a lifelong 
process. It is a way of life. Obe-

dience to God reaches into all 
areas of the Christian's life. As 
James asked, "Does a spring send 
forth fresh water and bitter from 
the same opening?" (James 
3: 11 ) . We cannot be Christians 
on the Sabbath and then go out 
and live as we please during the 
rest of the week. Christians are to 
be overcomers. 

The Christian commitment 

At baptism, a Christian makes 
a commitment to obey God, to 
live a new life according to His 
Word. That commitment involves 
repentance-a total change of 
mind and direction of life. The 
Christian turns from the self-cen­
tered way of vanity, greed , 
selfishness, envy and hostility to­
ward authority to the God-cen­
tered way of love toward Him 
and toward other people. 

God then grants His holy 
spirit, making the new Christian 
a partaker of a portion of His 
divine nature (II Peter 1 :4) . The 
Christian then has fellowship 
with God, having been reconciled 
to Him through Jesus' shed blood 
in payment for the penalty of sin. 
He begins to abide in Christ and, 
as a true Christian, to walk with 

. Christ. 
But that is only the beginning. 

Ahead still lies a whole lifetime 
of continuing that walk with 
Christ. He must continue to turn 
from the actions, attitudes and 

thoughts that are contrary to 
God's way. God is merciful. He 
is willing to forgive as often as 
we are willing to repent. But a 
Christian's repentance and his 
commitment to God and God's 
way of life must be real. He 
needs to understand just how 
much better God's ways are than 
his own, and to believe in God's 
law and way just as Jesus did! 

Submit to God In mind 
and heart 

Jesus kept His Father's com­
mandments. He did not just "go 
along with" His Father . He 
wholeheartedly submitted Him­
self to His Father. In like man­
ner, the true follower of Christ 
must submit to God in mind and 
heart (John 15:9-10). 

Jesus makes clear in Matthew 
5:17-48 and elsewhere that the 
keeping of God's commandments 
must be more than just the phys­
ical actions of keeping them. It 
must be in the heart. It must be 
a way of life-not only a way of 
doing, but also a way of thinking, 
"bringing every thought into cap­
tivity to the obedience of Christ," 
as the apostle Paul put it (II 
Corinthians 10:5). 

Conditions in this God-reject­
ing world are growing steadily 
worse. The Bible prophesies that 
the crisis that will usher in the 
Great Tribulation and the end of 
this age will burst upon the world 
suddenly! When it comes, it will 
shock the nations. 

Don't let yourself become 
caught up in the cares of this 
world and be taken by surprise. 
Jesus called His true servants 
"the light of the world." Their 
way of life is different from the 
way of the world around them­
just as Jesus' way of life was 
different from the way of the 
world around Him. 

Peter admonished, "Be even 
mo~e diligent to make your 
calling ~d election sure" (II Pe­
ter 1:10). Let your commitment 
to live by "every word that pro­
ceeds from the mouth of God" 
(Matthew 4:4) be far more than 
a mere "new year's resolution." 
Let it be the permanent, lifetime 
calling God intended! 0 
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As this evil age hurtles to a close, 

could you fall victim to the same temptation 
that destroyed Lot's wife? 

By Mario Seiglie 

ut his wife looked 
back behind him, and 
she became a pillar of 
salt" (Genesis 19:26). 

So ends a colorful 
biblical account that has held 
the attention of readers 
throughout the ages. Yet most 
people find little use for such 
stories , with the exception, 
perhaps, of entertaining their 
children at bedtime. 

Unfortunately, the vital mes­
sage behind the narrative is sel­
dom grasped, and the true reason 
for its inspiration is thereby lost! 

Almost 2,000 years later, Jesus 
Christ drew from this account an 
important lesson for those who 
would be alive during what the 
Bible calls "the end of the age." 
Jesus admonished His followers 
who would live just before His 
return to " remember Lot's wife" 
(Luke 17:32). 

It is vital for us now to under­
stand the lesson of Lot's wife! 

The judgment of 
Sodom and Gomorrah 

The account begins in Genesis 
18 with the arrival of three men, 
later identified as the Word (who 
later became Jesus Christ) and 
two angels, to the home of Abra­
ham (verses 1-2) . The intent of 
their visit was to investigate evil 
reports about the nearby cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah (verses 20-
21) . The men explained to Abra­
ham the frightful consequences 
that would befall the two cities if 
the accounts were verified. 

Astounded by the potential an­
nihilation of some of his acquain­
tances, including his nephew Lot 
and family, Abraham convinced 
God to spare the cities if even 10 
righteous men could be found in 
them (verses 23-33) . 

Genesis 19 records the ev.\!n ts 
that led up to the destruction of 
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Sodom and Gomorrah. As the 
two angels approached the cities, 
Lot went out to greet them and 
to warn them of the wickedness 
inside (verses 1-3). 

II Peter 2:7-8 praises Lot, 
" who was oppressed with the 
filthy conduct of the wicked (for 
that righteous man, dwelling 
among them, tormented his righ­
teous soul from day to day by 
seeing and hearing their lawless 
deeds) ." 

Upon Lot's insistence, the an­
gels spent the night in his home. 
But news of the strangers trav.­
eled fast and soon the men of 
Sodom were at Lot's doorstep, 
intending to initiate the travelers 
to their perverted ways (Genesis 
19:4-5). 

Amazingly, Lot attempted to 
protect the travelers by offering 
his two daughters to the mob! 
But this only brought more 
sneers and howls from the crowd. 

If the angels had not blinded 
the populace and pulled Lot back 
into the house, Lot himself would 
have fallen prey to the vile de­
signs of the mob (verses 6-11) . 

The angels had seen enough to 
confirm the reports of the com­
plete corruption of the inhabi­
tants. They urged Lot to gather 
what family and friends he could 
and flee immediately. But Lot's 
sons-in-law only scoffed at the 
warnings. Morning dawned and 
Lot stil1 could not convince them 
of the impending danger (verses 
12-15). 

The angels could not wait any 
longer. Yet Lot "lingered" and 
finally had to be forcefully taken 
outside of the city, along with his 
wife and daughters (verse 16) . 

Lot's wife turned to salt 

Through Lot's persistence, the 
angels spared a nearby village 
called Zoar where Lot could later 
reside. The family, sensing the 
urgency of the moment, fled as 

fast as their feet could take them 
(verses 17-23). 

Then, in one awesome and ter­
rifying moment, a thunderous 
roar of fire and brimstone poured 
down upon Sodom and Gomor­
rah , leaving a smoldering mass of 
rubble and ashes. It was at that 
instant that Lot's wife hesitated, 
recal\ing the society she had 
left- the home, the possessions, 
the friends and relatives. 

Defying God's clear command, 
Lot's wife looked back. As she 
glimpsed the devastation of her 
city, she was crystallized into a 
pillar of salt, a fate not unlike 
that of her fellow inhabitants, 
who were burned along with the 
cities (verses 24-26). 

Lesson of Lot's wife 

Now notice what Christ said 
about Lot's wife: 

"Likewise as it was also in the 
days of Lot : They ate, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they built; but on 
the day that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and brim­
stone from heaven and destroyed 
them all. Even so will it be in 
the day when the Son of Man is 
revealed. In that day, he who is 
on the housetop, and his goods 
are in the house, let him not 
come down to take them away . 
And likewise the one who is in 
the field, let him not turn back. 
Remember Lot's wife" (Luke 
17:28-32) . 

From this passage, we can now 
see the profound lesson of Lot's 
wife. Just as Sodom has come to 
represent the wickedness of Sa­
tan's society, so Lot's wife has 
come to typify those God calls 
out of this world but who eventu­
ally return to it. 

Once a person commits himself 
to follow the ways of God and 
serve God's special purposes, he 
cannot, along the road, decide to 
change paths without incurring 
eternally fatal consequences! 

God is not pleased with 
backsliders 

Just as God intervened to free 
righteous Lot and his family from 
certain destruction , He is, 
through the atoning sacrifice of 
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His Son, delivering those He is 
now calling from the frightful 
punishment reserved for this de­
generate society. 

Paul said those who would turn 
back from their commitment to 
follow God "crucify again for 
themselves the Son of God, and 
put Him to an open shame" (He­
brews 6:6). 

Peter warned: "For if, after 
they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world through the knowl­
edge of the Lord and Savior Je­
sus Christ, they are again entan­
gled in them and overcome, the 
latter end is worse for them than 
the beginning . . . . But it has hap­
pened to them according to the 
true proverb: 'A dog returns to 
his own vomit,' and, ' a sow, hav­
ing washed, to her wallowing in 
the mire'" (II Peter 2:20, 22) . 

Given the seriousness of spiri­
tually drawing back from God, 
the fate of Lot's wife does not 
appear as terrible, since it was 
purely physical. She will have her 
first real chance in the second 
resurrection. 

But how much more serious is 
the fate of those who spiritually 
turn their faces away from God, 
who have "tasted the good word 
of God and the powers of the age 
to come" (Hebrews 6 :5)! 

How to avoid 
f ollowing Lot' s w ife 

This corrupting end-time soci­
ety exerts enormous pressures on 
those who are following Christ, 
just as the Sodomites attempted 
to pervert Lot. But Christ re­
vealed to His disciples two vital 
keys that would fend off the en­
tanglements of the evil world sur­
rounding them and thereby allow 
them to "endure to the end": 

I) Be good stewards of the 
Gospe/. 

The first key is found directly 
after Christ's description of end­
time circumstances: "Therefore 
you also be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour when 
you do not expect Him. Who 
then is a faithful and wise ser­
vant, whom his master made 
ruler over his household, to give 
them food in due season? Blessed 
is that servant whom his master, 
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when he comes, will find so do­
ing. Assuredly, I say to you that 
he will make him ruler over all 
his goods" (Matthew 24:44-47) . 

A marvelous reward awaits 
those who faithfully serve Christ. 
But what comprises our steward­
ship? Which goods has God en­
trusted to us ? 

Christ commanded: "Go there­
fore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit , 
teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded 
you" (Matthew 28: 19-20). 

The "goods" God has en­
trusted to us include the Gospel 
or good news of His coming 
Kingdom and the knowledge of 
His way of life. 

Those who back the efforts to 
carry the true Gospel throughout 
the earth and to "make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord" 
(Luke 1: 17) will be so busy and 
thrilled in preaching God's truth 
that they will neither have the 
time nor the desire to contem­
plate the ways of society, much 
less to return to its vain manner 
of living. 

2) Be spiritually in condition. 
After covering the need to be 

good stewards of the Gospel , 
Christ went on to explain the sec­
ond element essential to remain­
ing faithful to the end. 

Matthew 25 gives the account 
of the 10 virgins who are to wed 
Christ. Five were described as 
"foolish," or spiritually unpre­
pared to participate in the wed­
ding feast. They were left outside 
the ceremony. 

These five virgins were found 
without sufficient oil (representa­
tive of the holy spirit) in their 
lamps as they waited for the 
bridegroom to arrive. They were 
not prepared spiritually for the 
wedding . When the announce­
ment of the bridegroom was 
heard, they hurriedly left to re­
plenish their exhausted supply of 
oil. By the time they returned to 
the scene, the door was closed 
and they were left to face the 
encroaching wicked world. 

Along with being deeply in­
volved in God's Work as a loyal 

steward, one also has to be spiri­
tually in condition so the wait 
will not drain his spiritual 
strength and cause him to floun­
der. Lot's wife gave in just before 
reaching freedom! 

As in physical sports, to keep 
in good shape spiritually, one 
must exercise frequently, which 
Paul described as renewing the 
inward man day by day (II 
Corinthians 4: 16) . 

Our spiritual exercise consists 
of vigorous prayer, dedicated 
Bible study, regular fasting and 
uplifting meditation. Trained by 
these methods, one can face the 
onslaughts of the world with re­
newed spiritual strength and re­
main faithful to God. 

Will you look bac k ? 

Now the clear meaning of 
Christ's admonition to "Remem­
ber Lot's wife" can be under­
stood in its end-time context. 

All of us are occupied with 
daily chores during these final 
days. When called to leave imme­
diately because God's interven­
tion is imminent, are we to glance 
anxiously back to our business, 
home and finances ? Or, if we are 
asleep when the final call to ac­
tion goes out, are we to "linger" 
as Lot did? 

Emphatically no! 
This will be the period, similar 

to what happened in Sodom, 
when the followers of God are 
taken and the rest are left behind. 
Even more sad will be the case of 
those who knew the truth but 
who stopped being the stewards 
of the Gospel and who let their 
spiritual lamps go out. These will 
be left to experience the final 
convulsions of a dying world. 

When that last trump sounds, 
will you be found faithfully in­
volved in God's Work? In what 
spiritual condition will you be? 

Will you be among the eagles 
gathered around the Body (the 
Church), as Christ so vividly de­
scribed (Luke 17:37) ? Or will 
you follow the example of Lot's 
wife and turn your back on God's 
mercy, only to face the fearful 
consequences? 

You don't have to, if you "Re­
member Lot's wife" ! 0 



Do you know how real 
Satan and his demons 
Do you understand his 
strategy and know how to 
resist the greatest deceiver 
in the universe? 

By Roderick C. Meredith 

W e are now entering 
an awesome pe­
riod in human his­

tory-the time when Satan 
and his army of evil spirits 
will wage their supreme 
battle to overthrow God's 
people and His true 
Church- just before the 
end of this age on earth. 

Jesus foretold this period 
vividly: "For false christs and 
false prophets will arise and 
show great signs and wonders, 
so as to deceive, if possible, 
even the elect" (Matthew 
24:24) . 

Note that even the elect will be 
deceived if there is any way Satan 
can do so! 

Where does that leave you? 
It simply means that you, per­

sonally, need to know and under­
stand Satan's battle plan-the de­
ceptive tactics and machinations 
employed by the author of lies. 
Then you must devise ways to 
counter those satanic strategies. 

What is Satan really like? How 
does he operate? You need to 
know. 

Understand Satan 's 
bac kground 

Notice Satan's origin. He was 
created as a super archangel- a 
cherub--and at one time was as­
signed to cover and protect the 
very throne of God (Ezekiel 

28:13-14) . He was named Luci­
fer, meaning shining star of the 
dawn- a brilliant, powerful spirit 
being. Later, he was assigned ju­
risdiction over this earth and the 
large angel population here. 

But he lusted. He thought God 
was unfair. He felt his glory and 
responsibility over this earth 
wasn't good enough. 

He said: "I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God ... I will 
ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will be like the Most 
High" (Isaiah 14:13-14). 

Satan was the first one to try 
to get to heaven. He wanted to 
take over the throne and author­
ity of God because he did not 
respect God as supreme Creator 
and Ruler of the universe. He did 
not appreciate what God had 
done and what God is. Satan had 
vanity and selfish ambition-and 
he has schemed and lusted and 
lied ever since to try to get his 
own way! 

Now, Satan is the god of this 
world and its human society (II 
Corinthians 4:4) . He is the invis­
ible "prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit who now works in 
the sons of disobedience" (Ephe­
sians 2:2) . Satan is busy schem-

ing and influencing men's minds. 
He does this through direct spir­
itual influence-broadcasting, in 
a sense, his attitude of vanity, 
greed, hate and rebellion against 
authority. And he effectively im­
parts these attitudes through the 
media of his society-television, 
radio, movies and magazines, 
which are filled with violence, 
sexual suggestiveness and a con­
stant appeal to vanity. 

Therefore, a person who is con­
stantly in touch with this world 
through these media is inces­
santly bombarded by Satan's ap­
proach and attitude. 

How Satan operates 

Satan got to our first parents in 
the Garden of Eden. God had put 
Adam and Eve in this beautiful 
paradise and given them every­
thing they needed. Their Creator 
had told them they could eat of 
every tree except one-the "tree 
of the knowledge of good and 
evil" (Genesis 2: 17) . 

However, Satan immediately 
put questions into Eve's mind 
about God's instructions: "Has 
God indeed said, 'You shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden'?" 
(Genesis 3:1). 

The implication was that God 
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was unfair, that Be was holding 
back something good from them, 
that man ought to be free to de­
cide for himself what is right and 
wrong and not have God telling 
him what to do! 

Eve reminded Satan that God 
said she and Adam would die if 
they ate the forbidden fruit. 
Again, Satan challenged God and 
implied that He bad wrong mo­
tives in wanting to restrain Adam 
and Eve from sin-that the for­
bidden tree was actually the key 
to unlocking spiritual mysteries: 
"For God knows that in the day 
you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil" (verse 5). 

Satan's approach makes God 
seem unjust and appeals to intel­
lectual ana spiritual vanity. 
So our first parents suc­
cumbed, and mankind has 
been under the influence of 
Satan ever since. 

The next major assault 
against humanity was Satan's at­
tempt to overthrow and prevent 
Jesus from being our Savior and 
the One to replace Satan as ruler 
over this world . 

Jesus ' temptation 

Note that Jesus prepare<t Him­
self for this temptation by fast­
ing. Be was weak physicaHy, but 
He was spiritually yielded and 
close to God (Matthew 4). 

Satan first enticed Christ 
through H\s strongest pu1~ at that 
moment- bunger . Most of us 
have never known the kind of 
bunger that builds up after nat 
eating for weeks! So Saran, know­
ing Jesus' craving for food, said, 
''If You are the Son of God, com­
mand that these stones become 
bread" (verse 3). 

"If!" 
Of course Jesus was the Son of 

God. But Satan's challenge was 
dual- both an appeal to Christ to 
satisfy His hunger and at the 
same time answer this question­
ing of His office. 

But, truly humble and contem­
plative through much fasting and 
prayer, Jesus saw through this 
trap immediately and resisted it. 
He replied, "Man shall not live 
by bread alone, but by every 
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word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God" (verse 4) . 

Then Satan took a different ap­
proach, quoting scripture to gain 
Jesus' acquiescence: "Then the 
devil took Him . .. set Him on 
the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to Him, "If You are tbe Son 
of God, throw Yourself down. 
For it is written: 'He shall give 
His angels charge concerning 
you,' and, 'In their hands they 
shalJ bear you up, lest you dash 
your foot against a stone'" 
(verses 5-6). 

But again, Jesus knew that we 
are \0 d<l our pru-t to presetve 
life--even when it is hard- and 
quoted another scripture to rebut 
Satan's lure: "Jesus said to him, 
'It is written again, "You shall 

not tempt the Lord your God" , " 
(verse 7) . 

"The supreme test 

Then Satan showed Jesus the 
magnificence and glory of all the 
kingdoms of the world. Christ 
knew He would not be in a posi­
tion to inherit rulership of the 
earth until after He remained ab­
solutely perfect in character for 
anotber toree and a balf long 
years . He was to be beaten, 
cursed, SPilt upon and tortured, 
and then, to top it off, be publicly 
crucified and left to writhe in 
a.gony far wha.t would seem like 
an eternity--one of the most hu­
miliating and painful methods of 
execution eve·r devised. 

And here was tbi.s tremenoous, 
almost overpowering spirit say­
ing: "Come on! Just tbrow in 
your lot with me and you can 
have all tbis now. You don 't need 
to wait and suffer and bleed and 
die. Just yield to me and I'll give 
it to you right now." 

Many in the " now" generation 
would easily have been overcome 
by this. But Jesus had character. 
He had true wisdom. He rebuked 
Satan and totally rejected Him. 
Otherwise, you and I would not 
have a Savior: "Then said Jesus 

to bim, 'Away with you, Satan! 
For it is written, "You shall WOf­

ship the Lord Jour God, and Him 
Qnly shaH you serve"'" (verSe 
) 0). 

However, Satan continues to 
work on our vanities, our desires 
to get rid of responsibility for our 
actions, our wishes to get what 
we want right now without prOP­
erly preparing or paying the 
price. And Satan and his minis­
ters will also pervert scriptures­
as the devil did with Jesus- to 
rna!r;e their case appear plausible 
to any who do not really know 
and unoerstand tbe Blble. 

Parable of the SOWer 

Some of the specific methods 
Satan uses on us are described io 
the parable of tbe SOwer and the 
seed found in Mark 4: 1-20. Jesus 
interprets the story in verses 14 
through 20. Wben the "word" is 
sown, Satan immediately comes 
and takes it away (verse 15) . 
How? Think about it. 

{-l<lW quickly Ca.n Satan li.ter­
ally jerk your mind off what yOU 
have read in the Bible or The 
Good News, or heard in a good 
sermon, by causing you to turn 
on the television? 

That's right! Immediately your 
attention is taJcen from reality to 
exciting make-believe. Perhaps a 
battle is raging, or a murder is 
taking place in front of your very 
eyes- i.t doesn't matter . What. 
matters to Satan is the worldly 
TV or radio program or other 
pb ySi cal dis traction Ii teraJ/y 
snatches [rom your mind the in­
tense interest and sense of ur­
gency you felt only moments ear­
lier when drinking in the Word 
of GoO. 

Again, God's truth often falls 
on "stony ground" (verses 16-17) 
because Satan's society has con­
ditioned us to be shallow, to take 
things for granted, to shift our 
allegiances quickly and casually. 

And tile "(lloms" (verses 18-
19) of Satan choke the Word 
through all our worldly pursuits. 
People easily get involved in the 
" cares of this world"-job, 
money , society, prestige- aIld 
pretty soon they push God into 
some dark, nearly forgotten cor-



ner and bring him out only on 
Sunday mornings, or when they 
are so deeply in trouble that the 
outcome looks hopeless. 

This parable shows that Satan 
can easily overthrow us if we are 
shallow Christians, if we are not 
willing to worship and obey the 
great Creator of the universe and 
put Him totally ahead of every­
thing else. Jesus warned, "So 
then, because you are lukewarm, 
and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spew you out of My mouth" 
(Revelation 3: 16). 

A battle you can 't avoid 

People don't like to strive 

and struggle. They just want 
to be left alone-to stay on 
the sidelines, as it were. 

But resisting and fighting 
Satan is one battle we are all 
commanded to wage. Paul 
wrote, "Put on the whole ar­
mor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil " (Ephesians 
6:11). Then the apostle says 
that we are not fighting mere 
flesh and blood, but wicked 
spirits in high places (verse 12) . 

Next, Paul describes the "spir­
itual armor" that we are to put on 
in order to withstand Satan 
(verses 13-17) . You can't avoid 
the devil. He is going about "like 
a roaring lion" trying to upset 
and devour God's true servants (I 
Peter 5:8) . 

Satan is described as "the ac­
cuser of our brethren, who ac­
cused them before our God day 
and night" (Revelation 12: 1 0). 

Satan is constantly trying to 
destroy God's people. He will 
color, magnify, pervert and dis­
tort anything he can to upset or 
overthrow real Christians. He is a 
murderer, and was "from the be­
ginning," and he is a liar. "When 
he speaks a lie, he speaks from 
his own resources, for he is a liar 

and the father of it" (John 8:44) . 
Satan's attitude is one of resent­
ment and hatred and of getting 
even. His goal is to destroy all 
human beings. Pretending that 
the devil doesn't exist or that he 
will somehow go away if we just 
ignore him is no way to overcome 
this warped , twisted, foul spirit 
being with which we must do 
battle. 

We must face up to the reality 
of the spirit world and take cer­
tain key steps to ensure our spir-

itual survival. Here are three 
strategies to employ in your own 
spiritual battle plan. 

God is in charge 

One: Know that God is good 
and in charge of everything. If 
you don ' t have this one key to all 
true spirituality straight, nothing 
else matters. You must know, 
and know that you know, that 
God is, that He is the Creator 
and active ruler of the Universe, 
and that He is God. 

" But without faith it is impos­
sible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that 
He is , and that He is a rewarder 
of those who diligently seek 
Him" (Hebrews 11 :6). 

James tell us: "Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from 

above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there 
is no variation or shadow of turn­
ing" (James I: 17) . So God is the 
giver of good things and His 
character never varies. Although 
He tries and tests, and rebukes 
and chastens every son He loves, 
He never tricks us or hurts us­
for even His chastening is done in 
love and only for our good. 

" The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge" (Pro­
verbs 1:7). We must learn to view 

everything from the re­
alization that God is 
there, He is in charge, 
He is good and His 
way is right. The fear 
of God, the awe and 
reverence and obedi­
ence to our Creator­
making Him the cen­
tral fact of our 

existence- is the first 
key to resisting and 
overcoming Satan. 
Without it we will fail 
miserably. 

So we must take 
time for personal and 
fervent contact with 

God through intensive Bible 
study, personal prayer and medi­
tation. We must walk with God 
and direct our every thought, 
word and action in accordance to 
His will to the best of our ability. 

Resist your enemy 

Two: Know your enemy and 
resist him. We have already dis­
cussed a great deal about Satan's 
lying, hateful character. You 
must consciously be aware of this 
and spiritually and mentally re­
sist the wrong pulls of Satan. 
James states, "Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you" 
(James 4:7) . 

In Ephesians 6, note the details 
of the spiritual armor we need to 
fight Satan. 

First, gird your waist with 
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truth (verse 14). Even when 
tempted by physical passions, 
never kid yourself about what is 
right and wrong. Learn to keep 
God's truth firmly in mind. And, 
protecting your heart and emo­
tions, put on the "breastplate of 
righteousness. " 

Then, keep busy doing your 
part to carry the Gospel to the 
world (verse IS) . Remember that 
Satan will do everything he can 
to distract you from what is vital. 
If he can get you hooked on tele­
vision, movies, magazines, hang­
ing out at bars or whatever, you 
are wasting your human poten­
tial, you are not growing spiritu­
ally and you are not busy getting 
the message about God's govern­
ment and His way of life to a sick 
and dying world. 

So keep busy helping to ac­
complish one of the main tasks 
God has given His faithful ser­
vants in this age- getting His 
message to this world with con-

viction and power! Then, learn to 
exercise living faith as a shield to 
guard your mind from the lies, 
the gossip, the doubts and discor­
dant ideas that Satan pours out 
upon God's people (verse 16) . 

Satan constantly will bombard 
your mind with doubts , tempta­
tions and discouragements. You 
must learn to guard the door of 
your mind against this ravening 
evil spirit. 

"And take the helmet of salva­
tion"-use the strength of God's 
spirit in your mind to positively 
direct your thoughts and actions 
God 's way (verse 17) . That seed 
of God 's character is stronger 
than any temptation Satan can 
muster (I Corinthians 10:13) . 
Never forget that. 

The tool of fasting 

Three: Fasting and humility . 
Mark recounts one case when the 
disciples were unable to cast out 
a demon. Finally, after Jesus cast 
out this foul spirit, the disciples 
asked Him privately: "Why could 
we not cast him out?" (Mark 
9:28). 

Jesus' answer ? 
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"This kind can come out by 
nothing but prayer and fasting" 
(verse 29). 

If a Christian is truly humble 
and serving God with all of his 
being, there is no way the devil 
can overthrow him! In the con­
text of this instruction to "resist 
the devil ," James tells us, "God 
resists the proud, but gives grace 
to the humble" (James 4:6-7). 
Again , "Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will 
lift you up" (verse 10) . 

Throughout the Bible, our 
Creator shows us that one of the 
primary ways to humble our­
selves is through the practice of 
fasting. We all need to exercise 
the tool of fasting a great deal 
more. 

If, while fasting, you are truly 

repenting of self and seeking 
God's will and not your own , 
then a genuine humility and a 
right sense of perspective will be 
given you . As your physical body 
weakens, you will be able to see 
spiritual things more clearly. 
Learning to appreciate just a bi te 
of food , the next breath, the gift 
of life- all this makes it more 
difficult for you to be easily of­
fended and embittered against 
God or His way. 

" Great peace have those who 
love Your law , and nothing 
causes them to stumble" (Psalm 
119: 165). 

This attitude is absolutely vital 
to overcoming Satan . For the 
devil will encourage us to think 
that something is wrong with 
God or His Church if we don ' t 
always get our own way. Instead 
of trusting in God or in the living 
Christ to solve all the problems 
and right every wrong, too many 
become self-willed . They say: "I 
can't take it any more. I want my 

way right now." These attitudes 
of hurt feelings and resentment 
lead to one of the horrible and 
pernicious traps of Satan-bitter­
ness . "Looking diligently lest 
anyone fall short of the grace of 
God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up cause trouble, and 
by this many become defiled" 
(Hebrews 12:15). 

If you allow it, a root of bitter­
ness will grow into a hardened 
mind and heart that will be im-

possible to reach. You will then 
not listen to sound reason. Your 
seething bitterness will totally 
blind you from admitting your 
part in any sin or misunderstand­
ing. And you will therefore be 
unable to repent, change and 
grow in God's character. Satan 
will have taken control of you! 

Guard your mind and heart 
against this soul-destroying atti­
tude of bitterness . Fast, pray, 
humble the self and get a better 
perspective. Be patient and wait 
on our loving God to make all 
things right. 

Have your own battle plan to 
overcome Satan. Resist him with 
all of your being. Fight him like 
your very life depended on it. 

For it truly does. 0 



ll:
astings . Waterloo. 

Gettysburg. Iwo 
lima. Great bat­

tlefields once alive with the 
shouts of combat, the clash­
ing of swords or the thunder 
of artillery. 

us. Most of what we often call 
"human nature" is not really hu­
man at all. It is devilish in every 
sense of the word . That evil na­
ture that dominates the affairs of 
mankind is the source of all the 
suffering and misery that has 
plagued humanity for nearly 
6,000 years. 

Fight 
All our lives have been af­

fected by the outcome of such 
crucial military contests, often 
in ways we cannot know. 

What if Napoleon had won at 
Waterloo? Or what if the 
Spanish Armada had prevailed, 
or the South had won America's 
Civil War? How would today's 
world be different? We can only 
guess. 

That is the nature we grew up 
with . We were victims caught in 
"the snare of the devil, having 
been taken captive by him to do 
his will" (II Timothy 2:26). 

We were Satan's captives. We 
were subjugated before we even 
knew what was happening. We 
were taken without a fight. Adam 
and Eve lost that round for us, 
and all humanity has been in 
bondage ever since. Goo 

Fight! 
There is one conflict, however, 

where the consequences of win­
ning or losing are clearly revealed 
long before the fighting is over. 
For you personally, if you are a 
Christian, it is the most impor­
tant war in history. It is the war­
fare raging in your mind and 
character. 

This war is not fought for 
physical territory, resources or 
possessions. It will not leave be­
hind a scarred landscape Ii ttered 
with the corpses of men and 
spent weapons. 

This, then, is the situation we 

Imagine 
yourself as 

a soldier. 
Farfetched? 

Not according 
to the Bible! 

By Clayton D, Steep 

No, we are talking about the 
spiritual warfare that involves 
your destiny. At stake is eternal 
life. Win a clear victory and the 
prize is yours. Lose or stalemate 
in this war and you lose every­
thing- forever! 

Jesus promised to reward those 
who "overcome" (Revelation 2:7, 
11 , 17, 26, 3:5, 12,21,21 :7) . The 
word translated "overcome" 
means "conquer," "prevail," "get 
the victory." This means combat. 
Make no mistake about it. If you 
are a Christian, you are engaged 
in a struggle- real warfare. 

The dominion of darkness 

But when did it all begin? 
Who fired the first shot? 

Each of us was born with a 
neutral nature or spirit- neither 
bad nor good . But shortly after 
our birth, Satan-the great arch­
enemy of God and the ruler of 
this present world- began to in­
still his selfish, carnal nature into 

l'Wo Jima Memorial 
commemorates raising of u.s. 
flag during World War ll. 
Four by Fi'l)e photo. 

found ourselves in when God 
called us into His truth . We were 
comparable to people living in a 
country that had been overrun 
and occupied by an enemy. As 
long as such people do the will of 
the occupying forces, there is no 
conflict, no warfare. 

Conflict begins , however, 
when a person becomes part of 
the "resistance" movement 
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The Battle of Waterloo, as 
rendered by Scottish painter Sir 

William Allan. Courtesy of the 
Wellington Museum. 

and tries to throw off the yoke of 
servitude. In the world such 
events have happened time and 
again throughout history . 

Spiritual resistance 

"Resist the devil ," the apostle 
James exhorted (James 4:7). 
True Christians make up, in the 
spiritual sense, the "resistance." 
Not physically. Not politically. 
In fact, as far as human politics 
are concerned, we are to be sub­
ject to the governments under 
which we live. But as far as Satan 
and his demons are concerned, 
it 's a different story, "for we do 
not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wicked­
ness in the heavenly places" 
(Ephesians 6: 12). 

It is when a person becomes a 
Christian that his spiritual war 
begins. And it is one of the most 
difficult kinds of conflict be-

cause, remember, it is not a ques­
tion of two forces meeting to do 
battle for territory neither side 
possesses . One side- the en­
emy- has control of the territory 
and must be repulsed. 

Upon conversion a Christian 
belongs to God, no longer to Sa­
tan (Ephesians 2:2-3). But hu­
man nature, one of Satan's allies, 
still occupies us and has to be 
driven back. 

It doesn ' t happen all at once. It 
is accomplished slowly, painstak­
ingly. But rid that territory of the 
enemy's influence we must, bit 
by bit. Frankly, we could never 

do it without outside help. God 
gives us that help. "Thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory." 
How? "Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (I Corinthians 15:57). 

Jesus fights for us 

Jesus is a seasoned veteran of 
the spiritual warfare in which we 
are engaged. True, He was never 
a captive of Satan and Satan's 
evil nature, as we once were. But 
He nevertheless had to do battle 
with the same foes we face. The 
most significant confrontation of 
all time-between Jesus and the 
prince of darkness, for the ruler-

Put on theArmor of God 
By Gerald Waterhouse 

E
phesians 6:13-18 shows that 
the Christian soldier should 
put on the whole armor of 

God before entering into spiritual 
battle. 

The word armor refers to any 
body covering designed for protec­
tion in combat. In this case, it is 
protection for our spiritual lives! 
But Satan, through his subtle influ­
ence, can convince us to take God's 
armor off, a piece at a time, until 
we are completely unprotected. 

For the sake of those who are in 
danger of believing it is easier to 
fight with less of the spiritual 
weight of God's armor, consider 
the following scenario: 

The devil is like a military gen-
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eral, eagerly plotting the demise of 
his enemy-in this case, you and 
me. He deals in subtleties, launch­
ing surprise attacks here and there 
until we're caught off guard. 

His plan begins by inspiring dis­
couragement and doubt among 
God's troops about the Church, 
about its leaders and about our 
calling, hoping eventually to con­
vince us that we can no longer have 
faith even in Christ's leadership 
and protection. 

Once that happens, it is so easy 
for us to unfasten the support of 
truth that God has fastened to our 
loins (verse 14), thereby becoming 
a little more vulnerable to attack. 

Later in the battle, without that 
girdle of truth to protect our vital 
organs, it becomes more natural to 
agree that the weight of our armor 

is quite heavy. Perhaps we should 
water down God's commandments 
just a bit or change Church govern­
ment, we think. That is when the 
weary soldier takes off another 
piece of equipment, the breastplate 
of righ teousness (verse 14). 

Only partially protected now, the 
soldier searches more desperately 
for an effective battle plan, listen­
ing to any "smooth saying" (Isaiah 
30:10), but is led ever closer to­
ward the inevitable ambush. 

Removing his boots for speed, he 
runs to and fro in the midst of 
battle with feet that are no longer 
shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace (verse 15). He 
loses sight of the Church's commis­
sion to preach the Gospel and to 
prepare a people for the Lord. 

Satan's attack nears its apex. Af-



ship of the whole world-is de­
scribed in Matthew 4 and Luke 
4. 

Jesus faced a far more critical 
situation than we face. Unlike us, 
He had to remain absolutely in­
vincible. He couldn't lose a single 
round. He couldn't cede the mi­
nutest portion of territory to the 
enemy. Ever! For if He lost just 
one battle- if He gave in to the 
power of evil and sinned just 
once-He no longer would have 
been the sinless Lamb of God. 
He would have lost the whole 
war. 

We, on the other hand, alas, do 
lose some of the battles. We 
shouldn' t. But we do (Romans 
7:14-25). Thanks to the mercy 
and forgiveness of God, though, 
losing a battle now and then does 
not have to mean we lose the 
entire war. 

Jesus, the undefeated Captain 
of our salvation (Hebrews 2:10), 
knows how to fight and win this 
life-and-death struggle. When it 
comes to situations beyond our 
control, such as opposition or per-
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ter a barrage of manipulation and 
disorientation, the Christian lays 
aside His shield of faith. Now he or 
she can no longer quench the fiery 
darts of the wicked (verse 16). An-

secution from other humans, God 
fights our battles for us. But we 
ourselves must get into the thick 
of it and fight as though it all 
depends on us. God makes up the 
difference, strengthening us and 
doing what we are not able to do. 

More than just defense 

Any military campaign needs 
to have an objective. The overall 
objective of a Christian's struggle 
is to win victory over sin (the 
transgression of God's laws) and 
resulting penalties, thus prepar­
ing to enter God's Kingdom. 
That's the ultimate goal. 

The immediate objectives are, 
one, to defend and to hold on to 
the territory you now occupy­
that is to say, the progress you 
have already made in defeating 
sin in your life; and two, to con­
quer and secure more territory­
to vanquish and root out more 
sin, always advancing and never 
retreating. 

The Christian calling, you see, 
is not a matter of just being on 
the defensive. That will never 
gain the victory in spiri tual war­
fare! Defense is important, of 
course. Ephesians 6: 13-17 lists 

other casualty is recorded in the 
great conflict. 

After the Christian is down, his 
blood poured out over the field, 
Satan's henchmen remove his hel­
met of salvation (verse 17) , the last 
gesture that seals his fate. 

Don't let this come true in your 
life. Don't be misled by subtle 
rationalizations from those "angels 
of light" (II Corinthians 11:14) 
who fight against God's Church. 
This Work has been raised up to 
"restore all things" in preparation 
for the return of Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 17:11) . It is no wonder, 
then, that Satan is fighting us now 
with great zeal and passion . 

Before it is too late, make sure 
the armor of God is fastened 
tightly around you. And through 
your constant "prayer and supplica­
tion in the Spirit" (Ephesians 
6: 18) , God will grant you living 
faith, so that you may boldly say, 
"The Lord is my helper; I will not 
fear" (Hebrews 13:6). 0 

the pieces of armor that make up 
a total defense for a Christian. 
But there is more to it than that. 
A Christian also has weapons. 
Not weak weapons either, but 
weapons "mighty in God" (II 
Corinthians 10:4). For what rea­
son? For "pulling down strong­
holds"! 

This is not defensive action. It 
is going on the offensive. I~ is 
attacking and conquering! 

Two of our mighty weapons 
are mentioned in Ephesians 6: 17-
18. They are the Scriptures, our 
knowledge of which we need to 
have ever sharpened and ready 
for use , and prayer. Another 
weapon for vanquishing evil , and 
one that is often neglected, is 
fasting (Matthew 17:21). Still 
another is purposeful medita­
tion- filling one's mind with 
what is pure, virtuous and praise­
worthy so that evil thoughts are 
simply crowded out (Philippians 
4:8, Romans 8:5). 

Bible study, prayer, fasting, 
meditation . It always seems to 
come back to those four, doesn't 
it? 

And for good reason! They 
really are indispensable tools­
weapons-a Christian must use 
to overcome and grow in righ­
teous character. 

A war of 
many fronts 

The Bible makes clear that our 
enemies are actually three, all of 
them under the direct sway of 
Satan the devil: the carnal self 
(Romans 7:23), the world (John 
16:33) and the great adversary, 
Satan himself (I Peter 5:8-9) . 
They attack us and seek to drive 
us back on a multitude of fronts. 
And the many pulls and weak­
nesses of the flesh are all soft 
spots that invite attack. 

Sometimes we actually work 
against ourselves by compromis­
ing with the enemy, seeking a 
"truce" or "cease-fire" at any 
cost. We try to coexist with sin. 

The physical Israelites made 
this serious error when they in­
vaded and occupied land given to 
them by God. God had instructed 
them to totally drive out the idol­
atrous, heathen inhabitants 
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(Numbers 33:51-52). It seemed 
to the Israelites, however, that 
that would be a bit extreme. 
They thought they could compro­
mise and coexist with sin in their 
midst. They thought they could 
control the situation. It amounted 
to them thinking they knew bet­
ter than God, their commander­
in-chief. 

How wrong they were! 
The heathen who were allowed 

to remain in the land led many 
Israelites into idolatrous practices 
and were a constant source of 
trouble (verses 55-56). 

The obvious lesson? We must 
root sin out of our lives com­
pletely. Be ruthless against sin. 
Whether you have a problem 
with smoking, drinking, illicit 
sexual desires-whatever-don't 
allow yourself to get into situa­
tions where you are tempted. 
Don't be a traitor to your cause. 

As Paul exhorted, we should 
"make no provision for the flesh, 
to fulfill its lusts" (Romans 
13:14). 

Another front in this great war 
is the struggle for control of our 
time. Satan has this society 
rigged and booby-trapped to fill 
our time with unprofitable, futile 
pursuits. If he can't get us to 
throw down our weapons, he tries 
to occupy our time, to keep us 
too busy to use them. 

Satan throws anything at us­
even things that in themselves are 
not wrong-to keep us too busy, 
too preoccupied to tend to the 
important things in life: growing 
closer to God and learning His 
ways more perfectly. 

Do you need to get tougher on 
yourself? Do you need to apply 
some military-like discipline in 
your personal life, giving your 
interests, involvements, desires 
and amusements less importance 
or emphasis? 

It is not always easy, but "you 
therefore must endure hardship 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 
No one engaged in warfare en­
tangles himself with the affairs of 
this life, that he may please him 
who enlisted him as a soldier" (II 
Timothy 2:3-4). 

War is serious business. No 
soldier can afford to be entangled 
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in affairs that hinder the ability 
to fight. 

Still another front in this war 
is the battle over our minds and 
what kind of thoughts occupy 
them. We have already seen that 
purposeful meditation on right 
thoughts is a powerful weapon to 
banish the wrong thoughts. Not 
all thoughts, however, are imme­
diately identifiable as wrong. We 
must be on guard. "Watch," the 
apostle Paul urged, "stand fast in 
the faith, be brave, be strong" (I 
Corinthians 16:13). 

Scrutinize whatever you allow 
to come into your mind. Bring 
"every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ" (ll 
Corinthians 10:5) . Be especially 
careful when you allow into your 
mind ideas or suggestions from 
television or other media of the 
world. Our enemy is an expert in 
camouflage. Be on the alert! 

And don' t just concentrate on 
putting out the wrong thoughts; 
think right thoughts. "Seek those 
things which are above, where 
Christ is, sitting at the right hand 
of God . Set your mind on things 
above, not on things on the 
earth" (Colossians 3:1-2) . 

Marching orders 

As you can see, we have our 
hands full tending to the war be­
ing waged over our own persons. 
But our responsibility is much 
greater than just that. 

When we were called into 
God's Church, we were, in a 
sense, drafted . God pointed His 
finger at each of us and said, "I 
want you!" He has chosen us to 
help in His Work of preaching 
the Gospel of the Kingdom in all 
the world and of preparing a peo­
ple for God . We not only have to 
drive Satan's influence out of our 
own lives, we must actually in­
vade his homeland, his realm. 

"Go into all the world," Jesus 
commanded His followers, "and 
preach the gospel" (Mark 16: 15). 
Those are marching orders and 
that's Satan's territory, for he is 
the god of this world (II 
Corinthiru:ts 4:4)! 

All humanity is living in servi­
tude and bondage to sin. Humans 
have been in that condition so 

long most of them don't even re­
alize how badly they need to be 
spiritually liberated . 

God's Work liberates-spiritu­
ally, not politically-those who 
are called to a knowledge of the 
truth now, and also prepares the 
way for the great liberation that 
will take place at Christ's Second 
Coming. 

As Christians we must use the 
weapon of prayer to create open­
ings for God's Work to proclaim 
the truth (Ephesians 6:18-19). 
We must let our lights shine so 
people can see God's ways in ac­
tion . We must do whatever else 
we can to help the Church ac­
complish its mission. 

Besiege the gates of death 

Death is Satan's ultimate wish 
for all of his captives. He knows 
sin produces death. That's why 
he does whatever he can to get 
people to sin. 

But thanks to the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ, the Church has the 
message of salvation- forgiveness 
of sins, making possible a resur­
rection to eternal life-victory 
over death and the grave (I 
Corinthians 15:54-57). 

Jesus referred to that victory in 
Matthew 16: 18. He said, "I will 
build My church, and the gates 
of Hades [the gravel shall not 
prevail against it." It is not the 
gates of the grave that are doing 
the attacking here. Gates don't 
attack. The gates of the grave are 
being attacked by the Church. 
And the Church shall be victori­
ous, for those gates "shall not 
prevail against it." 

Are you doing your part as a 
faithful soldier of Jesus Christ? 

When you are in the heat of 
battle, don't become weary. Fight 
on! One day soon, the war will be 
over. And when it is, commenda­
tions and awards for valor will be 
handed out (Revelation 22:12) . 
You will never regret any of the 
effort you put into the battle 
now. 

We all, more than ever before, 
need to heed the combat orders 
God gave through Paul: "Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life" (I Timothy 
6:12) . 0 



What 
You Need 
toKnow 
About 

the 
SPIRIT 
WORIJD 

Misconceptions abound 
on this important 

subject. Here is help 
and counsel from 

God's Word. 
By K. Neil Earle 

T he spirit world! 
It's a subject many 

people would rather 
avoid, and perhaps for good 
reason. 

Among true Christians there 
are two common reactions when 
this subject is mentioned-fear 
and ignorance. Both extremes are 
wrong . 

The apostle Paul counseled the 
Church about this subject "lest 
Satan should take advantage of 
us; for we are not ignorant of his 
devices" (II Corinthians 2: 11) . 

Not knowing how Satan works 
can render us more vulnerable to 
his devices. So ignorance is not 
bliss on this subject. 

And fear? While we should 
have a healthy respect for the 
power Satan and his demon hosts 

are allowed to wield, there is no is a spirit in the human brain that 
need to personally dread the accounts for man 's stupendous 
spirit world at all. Scripture intellectual output over the ani-
clearly reveals that God has put a mals (Job 32:8). But that spirit 
hedge between His people and can be reached by both sides of 
the more dramatic manifestations the invisible spirit world around 
of Satan and his cohorts. us (I Samuel 16:14). 

Now let us note an important 
T he hedge of protection point: It is vital to distinguish 

When God challenged the between demon possession and 
devil about the good reputation of influence and being deceived or 
Job, one of the most righteous misled by Satan. 
men who ever lived, Satan sarcas- Because Satan is able to im-
tically jeered : "Does Job fear plant thoughts and suggestions in 
God for nothing? Have You not human minds by broadcasting to 
made a hedge around him, our human spirit (Ephesians 2:2), 
around his household, and around biblical case histories reveal that 
all that he has on every side?" he is able to deceive or distort the 
(Job 1:9- 10). judgment of God's 

Job 1 and 2 servants on occa-
clearly show Satan sion. Especially if 
having to be very they are not vigi-
careful about how lantly watching the 
he treated God 's doors to their 
servant Jo b. The minds. 
devil can only do Notice I Chroni-
what God specifi- cles 21 : 1: " Now 
cally allows. Satan stood up 

God's ministers against Israel, and 
today meet people moved David to 
who before conver- num ber Israel." 
sion became pawns Why did David 
of the spirit world feel the need to 
by medd ling with take a military cen-
astrology, addictive sus? Was he get-
drugs, sexual per- ting overly ambi-
version or chronic t i 0 usa n d 
anger and nega- Roy Morsch. Stock Market attempting to carve 
tivism. out more territory in a macho 

Jesus Christ had to cast seven burst of glory before he died? 
demons out of Mary Magdalene We can only speculate. But Sa-
before her conversion (Mark tan found a weak chink in 
16:9) . She became one of Christ's David's armor and moved in with 
most devoted followers, showing devastating effect. Similarly, 
that there is no need for undue minds focused on negative and 
alarm or panic on this subject. depressing thoughts are more 

God has placed a hedge around susceptible to darts flung at us 
His people. Our job is not to from the world of evil spirits. 
remove the hedge. as we' ll see. We need to heed Peter's sage 

advice: " Be sober, be vigilant; be-
Possession vs. deception cause your adversary the devil 

One doesn' t read very far in walks about like a roaring lion, 
the gospels before the spirit seeking whom he may devour" (I 
world is encountered in matter- Peter 5:8) . 
of-fact fashion. That is because Even Peter lost a bout with 
people in Christ's time knew such Satan. Remember? 
forces existed (Luke 9:37-42) . Matthew 16:21-23 shows how 

In our "sophisticated," suppos- Jesus Christ dealt him a famous 
edly enlightened age, many peo- rebuke: " Get behind Me, Satan!" 
pie do not have as full an under- In totally misguided sincerity, 
standing of the human mind as Peter was being used by the devil 
they think. God reveals that there to propose ungodly tactics that 
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might appeal to Jesus Christ. 
What triggered Peter's failure? 

Christ had praised Peter ear­
lier. Did Peter let himself get 
puffed up with vanity? Perhaps. 
Scripture warns we are most vul­
nerable when we think we are 
doing fine (I Corinthians 10:12). 

But both David and Peter were 
men of God. They bounced back. 
Satan used their fleshly vanity to 
get to them, but they repented. 
There is a vast difference be­
tween Satan giving our wrong 
thoughts and attitudes a further 
push in the wrong way, and out­
and-out demon possession . 

Cases of demon possession 

Note this account in Mark 5:2-
15: 

"There met Him out of the 
tombs a man with an unclean 
spirit .. . And always, night and 
day, he was in the mountains and 
in the tombs, crying out and cut­
ting himself with stones. 

"But when he saw Jesus from 
afar, he ran and worshiped Him. 
[Don't be fooled . There are "reli­
gious" demons. See Acts 16: 16-
\8.] And he cried out with a loud 
voice and said, 'What have 1 to do 
with You, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? [How vain it is just to 
'believe on' Christ!] 1 implore 
You by God that You do not 
torment me.' " 

Demons love to play "mind 
games" with God's servants. 
Here they posed as underdogs, to 
subtly make Jesus feel like a 
bully . Demons love trying to 
catch people off balance. 

"For He said to him, 'Come 
out of the man, unclean spirit!' 
... Then they came to Jesus, and 
saw the one who had been 
demon-possessed ... sitting and 
clothed and in his right mind ." 

This is classic demon posses­
sion and the cure! 

In some cases people not to­
tally possessed on a permanent 
basis have so weakened their 
minds that they are strongly sus­
ceptible to demon influence and 
are bothered by spirits. 

Certain deceptive spirits were 
working through Ananias and 
Sapphira-two highly respected 
members of the Jerusalem 
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church- perhaps for years (Acts 
5:1-11) . Their ambition put them 
on the wrong wavelength. Only 
Peter could discern the root prob­
lem: "Why has Satan filled your 
heart?" (verse 3) . 

Years before, Judas Iscariot 
had slowly built an attitude of 
resentment toward Jesus Christ. 
Satan tracked Judas for years and 
then, when the time was right, 
moved into Judas' mind and used 
him to betray Christ (John 
13:27). 

This is serious. 
Just how does a person open up 

his mind to spirit influence? Are 
there ways to prevent it? Yes, of 
course. 

Guard your mind 

The most obvious way to dam­
age the hedge between you and 
the spirit world is to play with 
the devil . Avoid psychic fairs, 
hypnotism, parapsychology, hor­
ror movies (even the "funny" 
kind) and the astrological pagan­
ism associated with the New Age 
movement. Satan loves to pack­
age black magic under the guise 
of new truths. 

Avoid curiosities like Ouija 
boards, haunted houses, "chan­
neling," certain forms of yoga, 
water-witching and heavy rock 
music . Avoid unbalanced life­
styles like over-stringent dieting, 
fasting too much, subliminal self­
help techniques and constantly 
missing sleep. 

Don't get involved in foolish 
religious practices like "testing 
for demons." Avoid pornography 
and lust, music centered around 
violence and anything else that 
puts your mind on the wrong 
track. 

A second way to open your 
mind up is in the form of chronic 
moodiness, negativism and deep 
emotional disturbances. This got 
King Saul in trouble (I Samuel 
16:14-23). Misery loves com­
pany. Extreme depression and de­
jection can put you in the same 
mood as the defeated, hopeless 
spirits who love to lurk in the 
darkness (Ephesians 6: 12) . 

Seek positive emotions. Get 
help with your problems. Don ' t 
stay in a gloomy mood. Beware 

seething with rage and frustra­
tion. Exercise. Walk. Talk to a 
friend. Rule your spirit. 

Another favorite wile of the 
devil is bitterness and resent­
ment. No one is more bitter, hos­
tile and hate-filled than the devil. 

Bitterness is a dangerous spiri­
tual drug. Don't get hooked on it. 
Settle arguments before the sun 
goes down (Ephesians 4:26). Use 
the phone and ask a friend for 
forgiveness if necessary (Mat­
thew 5:23-24). 

A last cluster of attitudes that 
weaken our resistance to the 
spirit world falls under the gen­
eral category of pride and com­
placency. Pride is Satan's special­
ity. He invented it (I Timothy 
3:6). Pride, complacency and fa­
miliarity blocked the flow of 
God's spirit in Christ's hometown 
(Mark 6: 1-6) . 

If we become complacent and 
impervious to the precious fruits 
of God's spirit, then God may 
have to allow the spirit world to 
shake us up. Read it in 1 Cor­
inthians 5:5. 

Resist the devil 

By now you should be able to 
see that active, growing Chris­
tians are able to resist Satan at 
every turn (James 4:7) . So be 
totally involved in God's Work 
with your whole heart. Stay away 
from the fringes of God's 
Church. Start practicing pure re­
ligion (James I :27) . Serve God's 
people, especially the widows, se­
niors and single parents, who ap­
preciate having spiritual family 
members around for friendship 
and human contact. 

And accentuate the positive in 
your life-style and in your per­
sonal Bible study. Get to know 
Bible passages by heart. 

Work closely with God's ser­
vants. Humble yourself. Cooper­
ate. Let this promise from Jesus 
Christ be your guide: "Behold, 1 
give you the authority to trample 
on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall by any means 
hurt you" (Luke 10:19). 

With this understanding, there 
is no need to dread the spirit 
world! 0 



First Things First 
Could you be like Esau, who sold his birthright for a bowl of soup? 

What kind of spiritual trade-offs are you willing to make? 

I ncredible as it may 
sound, a woman once 
bought a 20-year-old 

stove for $3,000! 
She made the deal in less 

than 30 seconds and gladly 
paid for the stove in cash. 

Actually, the deal was a bit 
more reasonable than it sounds at 
first. She was negotiating to buy 
a man's house and then quickly 
agreed to pay his full asking 
price, $3,000 more than her orig­
inal offer, when the man said he 
would add the stove to the deal. 

This woman paid thousands of 
dollars for a 20-year-old stove not 
worth more than a few dollars! 

Strange, isn't it, what some 
people think is important? 

But, be careful! You or I could 
do the same thing. We could be 
spending our time as foolishly as 
this woman spent her money. 
And we could be spending it on 
things far less important than an 
old stove. 

What is No.1? 

Most of us would agree that a 
person should give priority atten­
tion and time to the most impor­
tant things in life, then attend to 
the lesser things later. 

But it can be surprising what 
some people think is important. 

How about it? What do you 
spend your time on? Could you 
be wasting the best hours of the 
day on hobbies, personal projects 
or overtime on your job, while 
ignoring your wife and children? 
Neglecting your spiritual life and 
the need to pray and study your 
Bible? 

Unfortunately, unless you are 
unusual indeed, you probably 
from time to time put relatively 
unimportant things like hobbies 
and career ahead of God, your 
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spouse, your children and your 
spiritual growth. 

But such spendthriftery makes 
no spiritual sense! If you don't 
force yourself to put first things 
first, then you will have to pay 
the price of spiritual bankruptcy 
that such time stealing is sure to 
bring. 

Bad deals 

Having upside-down pnontles 
is no doubt a symptom of the 
hectic age in which we live. Yet 
history shows mankind has never 
considered God's priorities to be 
really important. 

In Genesis 25, we read the 
story of Esau, who sold his 
birthright for one meal of pot­
tage. His birthright was the im­
measurable blessings God has be­
stowed upon the United States 
and other modern descendants of 
ancient Israel! (Write for a free 
copy of our booklet The United 
States and Britain in Prophecy.) 

Esau's deal was so incredibly 
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bad that it makes the old stove 
the woman bought for $3,000 
look like a real bargain! 

But why did Esau do it? Sim­
ply because his priorities were 
wrong. He thought that a little 
physical nourishment was more 
important than God's bountiful 
blessings. 

But not even Esau holds the 
record for the all-time bad spiri­
tual deal. Adam and Eve traded 
the tree of life-and the eternal 
life it symbolized-for a piece of 
fruit! 

We couldn't make so bad a 
spiri tual deal in this godless age, 
could we? 

We not only could, but many 
are making such disastrous deals 
by spending their precious time 
on inferior merchandise! 

Do you work eight or more 
hours a day and then ignore your 
prayer life, or relegate it to a 
"catch-as-catch-can" position? 
Or, if you do pray, perhaps only 
for short periods and with little 
fervency, do you ignore Bible 
study? 

Or what about your career? 
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Does it appear more important, at 
least measured by the amount of 
time and effort you give it, than 
your own mate or your children ? 
If you do, then you're only giving 
lip service to God and your fam­
ily . You ' re deceiving yourself. 

Out of order 

Job or career is only one false 
priority before God or family . 
Other people put their social lives 
before God, and others put their 
hobbies before their families . 
Still others put sheer relaxation 
before everything else. 

Such a mix-up of priorities is 
more than a disgrace. Christ 
soundly condemned it in Mat­
thew 6 :33 , where He com­
manded, "Seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness." 

"His righteousness" includes 
seeking the things the Bible 
stresses, such as the right rela­
tionship with your mate and chil­
dren. Yet in spite of these direct 
words, even sincere Christians 
sometimes find themselves seek­
ing first their own priorities. 

Of course, we humans are 
quite able to rationalize our ac­
tions and offer excuses for why 
we do the wrong things we do. 
One common excuse for missing 
prayer and Bible study, or ne­
glecting the family, is "I'd like 
to, but I don't have the time." 

We seem to have time to ski or 
become the No.1 salesman in the 
territory, but we don' t have time 
for eternal life. 

When we put more time and 
effort into golf than prayer and 
study, we're saying golf is more 
important than God. When we go 
on unnecessary business trips, 
we' re saying that the baby at 
home in the crib will have to 
grow up on his or her own. 

How ridiculous it seems when 
we look at it this way! But we 
make these time trade-offs every 
day. And they are no better than 
selling a birthright for a bowl of 
soup or buying a 20-year-old 
stove for $3 ,000. 

Another common excuse for 
not giving priority to the most 
important pursuits is that we " are 
not interested." 

A man can have great interest 
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in a woman when he dates her, 
but after they get married, some­
how he loses his interest. 

Parents seem interested in 
their children when they' re born, 
but not when they' re growing up. 

Why these tragedies? Because 
the same human nature that 
prompted Esau to sell his 
birthright for a meal is still 
around . It can prompt you to sell 
a happy marriage for a promotion 
at the office, or trade happy chil­
dren for a weekend of golf. 

One can even be well-meaning, 
intending to pray and study every 
day and spend time with the fam­
ily. But emergencies always seem 
to come up. Every minute of ev­
ery day can be an emergency. 

These problems come from 
poor planning. It's not that such 
people don 't put first things first, 
it's just that they don ' t put any­
thing second! As they run from 
one "important" duty to another, 
God and family are left behind. 

By now it must be obvious that 
the root cause of having wrong 
priorities comes from having 
wrong values . If we' re honest 
with ourselves, we must admit 
that wrong values, and hence im­
proper priorities , come from 
selfishness . When me is the first 
priority, you wind up with a bad 
deal in the end, just like Esau . 

Right priorities 

When we become Christians, 
we profess to learn a better way 
than the ways of this world , 
which is fast selling itself for 
countless worthless things. 

So what are the right priori­
ties ? What should we attend to 
first? 

I) Prayer. Christ's command 
to "seek first the kingdom of 
God" (Matthew 6:33) surely in­
cludes prayer. Jesus set the ex­
ample in His own priorities : "In 
the morning, having risen a long 
while before daylight , He went 
out and departed to a solitary 
place; and there He prayed " 
(Mark 1:35). 

Jesus put first things first, and 
prayer was His top priority of the 
day. 

2) Bible study. After prayer, 
the next priority is Bible study. It 

is also part of seeking God and 
His righteousness first. Regular 
fasting and frequent meditation 
should accompany prayer and 
study. 

3) Family. After our spiritual 
requirements, our family comes 
next. Paul said husbands should 
love their wives as Christ loved 
the Church (Ephesians 5:25). 
This means husbands should put 
their wives ahead of their jobs. 

4) Health. Health is one of the 
most overlooked priorities- while 
we have it, that is. Take care of 
yourself, lest you trade your 
health for sickness and medical 
bills! 

5) Work. Our work will proba­
bly involve more hours than we 
spend in prayer and study, or 
maybe even with family. But this 
does not mean work is a higher 
priority than God or the family. 

Some people don't work at 
all- they constantly find new 
ways to accomplish nothing (such 
as continually "relaxing" ). But 
Paul said those who can work but 
don ' t shouldn't eat (II Thessalo­
nians 3:10) . 

6) Recreation. Somehow our 
hobbies and pursuits seem to find 
time for themselves without 
much effort. The challenge is to 
do first things first, and then 
spend time on recreation. On the 
other hand, if you are a worka­
holic or chronic worrier who 
never spends time on enjoyable 
pursuits for yourself and with 
your family, you need to give 
more attention to this priority. 

The payoffs 

The rewards of self-discipline, 
and of putting our spiritual prior­
ities first, are astounding. For 
when we seek God and His righ­
teousness first, our reward now 
can be a strong marriage and 
warm ties with our children, and, 
later, eternal life. 

We don ' t have to delude 
ourselves into thinking that the 
trade-offs and "deals" we make 
every day with our time are wise, 
when they are merely no better 
than buying a bowl of soup or an 
old stove. 

Learn to put first things 
first! 0 



Help 
Your Child Find 

Pleasure 
• 

lonsibili 
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With this issue, 
our series on early 
childhood education 

concludes by tying all 
the articles together 
into a basic guide. 

By Joan C. Bogdanchik 

J
ust what is responsi­
bility? Where does it 
come from? Is it 
something you're 

born with-or is it some­
thing that has to be taught? 

It is almost certain that you 
recognize and appreciate re­
sponsibility in others. 

How our parents and grandpar­
ents valued this word left its 
mark upon us. The rest of its 
meaning we fill in ourselves. 

Responsibility usually conjures 
up images of work-hard work! 
This makes some people see re­
sponsibility as something to be 
avoided. But properly under­
stood, responsibility brings plea­
sure, and with it satisfaction. 

With responsibility, you're a 
winner. Without it, you're losing. 

How to approach 
responsibility 

Responsibility outwardly dis­
plays our inner character. 

Responsibility means keeping 
our word and carrying out what 
we said we would do. 

Responsibility means following 
through on instructions without 
having to be checked on con­
stantly or reminded. 

Responsibility is reliabilit y, 
making your "yes" mean yes and 
your "no" mean no. 

Respo nsi bility includes re-

membering what you brought 
with you and not adding to the 
collection at Lost-and-Found. 

Responsibility is accountabil­
ity. It increases one's self-esteem. 
But another "self" is needed­
self-discipline-to carry out 
these obligations. 

Self-discipline is at the core of 
responsibility . But where does 
that come from? 

I have worked with children 
for decades. It's been a wonderful 
vantage point. I have observed 
that from their earliest years chil­
dren find pleasure in responsibil­
ity. This is so if they are being 
taught right principles, moral 
codes and the work ethic. 

I see children who thoroughly 
enjoy the work they are given­
their responsibility. 

Sad to say, though, I also see 
others who seemingly do not. 
They are slow to get started, are 
easily distracted from their work 
and rarely finish on time, if at all, 
if not steadily checked on. 

Responsibility-doing what 
you are expected to do-begins 
with parents. Even before our 
parents began to instruct us ver­
bally, we carefully watched their 
actions. We observed how they 
did things. We watched them 
start, progress through and finish 
tasks. 

As we grew we watched Fa­
ther 's approach to his job, how he 
went to work each day and didn't 
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think to look for excuses to stay 
home or do something else. He 
was responsible to his employer, 
his company. We never heard 
him tear his boss down . 

We watched how Mother 
cleaned and organized the house, 
and how consistentl y both 
Mother and Daddy did yard 
work. We watched Daddy's pride 
in his landscaping, his neatness in 
the garage and how he cared for 
his tools. We saw how each job 
was completed- how each pile of 
leaves was cleared away, how the 
paint brushes were cleaned and 
put away, how the car was kept 
clean and in good repair, how the 
grass was mowed and the garden 
weeded . 

As produce grew in our gar-

den, we began to help pick it 
systematically. After the family 's 
work was done, we all got to play. 
There were trips to beaches, 
amusement parks, fairs , parades, 
museums, playgrounds and ever 
so many places. 

No wonder we incorporated 
these traits and ways in our lives . 
We knew no other way . Besides, 
it all worked so well! 

It was no surprise, then- in 
fact, it was expected- that we'd 
go to school and pay attention, do 
our tasks, take care of our pencils 
and other supplies, do the best we 
could, keep our desks organized 
and play well at recess. 

Parents wouldn't have to be 
called to school to see why we 

20 The GOOD NEWS 

weren't working, because we 
were. 

Where would we have learned 
to do it any other way? Parents 
who place a high priority on edu­
cation invariably have children 
who do, also. 

So let's look at how you can 
have children who are dependable 
and responsible, who take care of 
possessions , who finish tasks 
(even less desirable tasks) and 
who come through with purpose. 

Teachers are overjoyed with 
such students . Later, employers 
look for such employees. Those 
who are reliable stand out. They 
are sought for and promoted to 
higher opportunities. 

But this kind of success, like 
all successes, has humble, small 
beginnings. 

Initial action 

After observing his parents' 
ways of doing things, the child 
begins to do the same. 

Start small. Give your child 
opportunities to pick up his toys 
and put them in the proper stor­
age places as soon as he's able. 
Already he is learning a simple 
but foundational responsibility. 

Then, as he grows, let him con­
tinue putting away all toys , 
blocks and books he has been us­
ing, and begin to empty the 
wastepaper basket into your 
larger trash receptacle in the 
home. Let him learn to pull his 
sheet and blanket over his bed (a 
first step in bed-making) . 

Have him keep his room in 
order as he grows. Let there be a 
place for everything and show 
him how to keep things in their 
places . A sense of order and re­
sponsibility will develop. 

Praise him with hugs and 
kisses and kind words upon his 
initial successes. Remind him fre­
quently of the pleasure you have 
in his performance. 

Your child will soon be helping 
you wipe pots and pans and put 
items away. Let him know how 
you appreciate his help and how 
everyone in the family does his 
part to keep the home running 
smoothly. Don't present it as 
drudgery, but as a necessity for 
the smooth functioning of the 

home and family. Do it all in a 
spirit of warmth and fun . 

Habits of order l iness and 
cleanliness will begin to form . 
Show the advantages of order: 
how quickly things can be found 
when you need them, and how 
lovely things look. 

Teach your child that orderli­
ness reflects God. God learns a 
lot about us by how we order our 
lives. 

Even though initially it will be 
much quicker for you to do 
things yourself, resist the thought 
and have your child learn. Then , 
when he can do things fo r him­
self, don't do them for him, as a 
general rule. He will grow in re­
sponsibility. You are sowing the 
seeds for an abundant lifetime if 
you train your child consistently. 

Do the same with all tasks you 
give him . See that he brings each 
job to conclusion, even if it gives 
him minor difficulties. Show him 
how to master it, especially at 
first , but be sure it's completed . 
(Be sure yourself that it's within 
his realm of ability . Use wisdom 
and common sense.) 

But remember, too, he should 
be growing, learning and stretch­
ing his abilities. Be watcbful. 
Know your child . Spend time 
with him. Success cannot come 
with only occasional interaction . 

Your child needs attention 

If you speak to your child only 
in occasional, quick conversa-

Teach your 
child that being 
neat and orderly 

reflects God. 
God learns 

a lot about us 
by how we order 

our li'Ves. 



tions, you limit his listening and 
concentration skills because 
you're not having him think for 
longer, extended periods. He will 
not be accustomed to listening 
and interacting for more than a 
few seconds or minutes. 

Keep conversation, thoughts 
and ideas flowing between you 
and your child . Besides lengthen­
ing his attention span, you will 
build ties of love and loyalty. 

When you are playing a game, 
finish it (even if you have to re­
move some pieces) . Teach your 
child how to lose gracefully. Ex­
plain that he will not always win. 
Show him how to behave and 
respond when he wins or loses . 

Later, when he's in school, ex­
plain that he will make mistakes 
and how to learn from them. Do 
not expect your child never to 
make errors. It's unrealistic. Par­
ents who expect such create 
tense, rigid children who fear to 
be wrong because Daddy and 
Mommy will be displeased. 
School and learning then become 
a frightening undertaking. Don't 
make your child carry this need­
less burden. 

Explain, though, that he is to 
do his best. He needs to pay at­
tention and follow directions. 

Handling schoolwork 

Teach him to faithfully tell you 
what he has to do for homework, 
watch him do it (from a distance) 
and praise him for his good work. 
Show him how this is part of 
going to school, and what a won­
derful privilege learning is. Of 
course, as he sees you reading 
and studying each day, he will 
accept it as part of life. 

If you should discover he has 
not told you the truth about as­
signments, deal with it as you 
would with any other act of un­
truthfulness. Get to the bottom 
of it before it becomes an in­
grained habit. 

Also, do not be quick to accept 
the "I don't remember what to 
do" excuse. Step up your work on 
teaching listening skills. Speak to 
your child's teacher about home­
work assignments to see of what 
they consist, and let your child 
take it from there. Children often 

use the "I forget" excuse to shirk 
responsibility, and frequently it is 
caused by casual parenting. 

Be on top of things in your 
child's schooling. It should be a 
most pleasant experience. Chil­
dren should be expected, in most 
situations, to understand what is 
to be done and to do it without 
prodding . 

The school years should not be 
years of "pulling teeth" to get 
work done. Your child should be 
taught that school is his day's 
work just as Daddy goes to work 
each day. He should be learning 
to experience definite pleasure in 
his work. 

Teaching the work ethic 

As your child becomes self-dis­
ciplined, he will not need con­
stant pulling and prodding. What 
a joy this will be! Experience has 
shown me that parents who stress 
the work ethic have children who 
carry out responsibili ties almost 
automatically. 

There is no need then to payor 
reward for every good grade 
brought home. To do one's best is 
just part of life. The child is just 
doing what he has learned to do. 
(Remember, though, that some 
children can be doing their best 
and still not make the very 
highest grad es. Know yo u r 
child's ability. Ask only that he 
do his best.) 

Those parents who must pro­
mise a certain toy or money to a 
child to induce good work must 
have not taught the concept of 
responsibility. 

Of course, payments will have 
to be bigger as the child grows 
(are you prepared?), and the 
child who initially may work ea­
gerly for a reward may soon do 
no more than is required. The 
reward of learning and the inher­
ent joy of accomplishment are 
lost. Often such children don't 
experience the inward joy of mas­
tering work- a treasure much 
greater than a soon-to-be-broken 
or forgotten, rusted toy! 

Teaching children right work 
habits from the preschool years­
teaching responsibility and its 
pleasures- will give you pleasure 
of all kinds! It may be more work 

Do not 
expect your child 

never to 
make errors. 

It's unrealistic. 
Parents who 

expect such create 
tense, rigid 

children. 

initially (though, really, even this 
is pleasure!), but your family will 
be well ahead in the long run. 

Children's success will be re­
warded by parents' praise, plea­
sure and happiness. Special din­
ners, surprise gifts and other 
blessings will flow . No good par­
ent withholds good gifts from his 
children, but he knows when and 
how to present them. They are 
never used as bribery. 

A bribed or paid child may 
only work until the reward is in 
hand. Then the former approach 
returns. The process starts 
again-no rest in sight. 

But the child with good work 
habits will often do more than is 
required, for he grows to love the 
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feeling of accomplishment and 
success. He is learning to find 
pleasure in his work. 

Such children know their par­
ents love them, not just the grade 
on the report card. They know 
they are loved and they also know 
the importance of education and 
knowledge. 

What a winning combination! 

Success at school 

At times children will find 
themselves in classes with less ca­
pable or disinterested teachers. It 
happens. 

But a responsible child, with 
your help, will rise above this 
temporary challenge. It' s good 
training for life itself. Learn les­
sons from this type of situation 

Teaching 
children is best 
done by parents 

'Who are in 
love and 'Who 
have God at 
the helm oj 
their union. 
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and master, with your child, the 
character traits of patience and 
personal initiative. 

Ask your children what they 
did at school. Be really inter­
ested. This is a wonderful way to 
show the importance of what 
they' re learning. 

Be sure they' re putting their 
own books into their school bags 
once they know how. Don't allow 
them to place blame on others 
when they forget needed items. 

Expect your child to follow the 
rules he knows- all of them. 
Sometimes parents let chi ldren 
fall short. It is astounding to 
many what standards can really 
be reached! 

If homework runs over the 
usual time, let your child finish 
it. This teaches valuable lessons 
in responsibil ity and not shirking 
duties. 

Let him, too, experience the 
consequences of unfinished as­
signments if be lets that take 
place. He needs to feel the un­
comfortable results and be moti­
vated not to let it happen again. 

How not to go wrong 

Teaching children how to be 
self-disciplined and responsible is 
best done by parents who are in 
love with each other and who 
have God at the helm of their 
union . 

Because of this love, they com­
plement and respect each other. 
They build together. Their home 
is stable and strong before chil­
dren arrive. They know a warm, 
loving environment lends itself to 
learning and creativity. 

The children then come as a 
special gift of love to husband 
and wife. These children, con­
ceived in love, should have no 
difficulty being educated with 
love. They are loving extensions 
of the love and stability that per­
meates the home. 

Parents following God's com­
mandments, which are love, and 
all the child-rearing principles in­
terspersed generously throughout 
the Scriptures, shou ld not go 
wrong. Their children have the 
greatest opportunity to grow in 
finding pleasure in responsibility. 

Following is a summary of the 

other articles that have appeared 
in this Good News series on early 
childhood ed ucation. 

Other articles in this series 

"Educating With Love" (Janu­
ary, 1985) showed that true edu­
cation begins with one word­
love- and covered early teaching 
in communication and listening 
skills. 

" The Delightful Literature of 
Child hood" (February, 1985) de­
veloped further the theme of 
widening the child's acquaintance 
with the world and introducing 
him to children's literature. 

In "Proper Speech Begins at 
Home!" (June-July, 1985), we 
learned how parents are the 
child's first language teachers 
and how they can help to develop 
the marvel of speech. 

T he importance of a coordi­
nated body and its effect on a 
child's success in school and life 
were covered in "Building Coor­
dination in Your Children" 
(March, 1986). 

T he value of the wonderful 
world of music in a child's devel­
opment was covered in "Your 
Child's Musical Heritage" (Au­
gust, 1986). 

" Create With Your Child!" 
(December, 1986) showed how 
vital creativity is to a child's suc­
cess and happiness. 

"Help Your Child Write to 
Read" (June-July, 1987) covered 
the interrelationship of writing 
and reading, and how valuable 
the ability to write well is . 

"Widen Your Child's World" 
(January-February , 1988) 
showed how to teach attitudes 
and provide experiences that al­
low a child to grow in positive 
ways. 

" Me? Teach My Child Sci­
ence ? " (March-April, 1988) 
dealt with acquainting the young 
child with the marvelous creation 
and laws with which God has sur­
rounded us. How to get a child 
involved in mathematics was also 
explained. 

"Such a Pleasant Child! " 
(July-August, 1988) looked at 
the role etiquette plays in a 
child 's lifelong relationships and 
success. 0 



Teaching lOur 
Children About Sex 

BY DEXTER H. FAULKNER 

.~------------~ 

A re you the 
parent of a 
toddler, pre­

school child or teen-
ager? Your child has 
been learning--and 
is learning--about 
sexual matters 
throughout his or her 
life. What part of 
that knowledge has 
come through you? 

What your children 
know (or don't know) 
about sex, including 
their attitudes and val-
ues about this subject, 
will be shaped by the 
world around them in 
addition to the knowl-
edge they get from 
you. One thing is cer-
tain: Your children 
will learn about sex. 
The only question is : Who will 
be their most effective 
teacher? 

Will they get most of their in­
formation (or mis information) 
from friends and peers? From 
television, movies and the other 
media, which are more interested 
in ratings and profits than morals 
and happy families? Will sexual 
instruction come from your 
child's casual acquaintances, or 
even from total strangers? It 

shouldn't. God holds parents re­
sponsible for teaching their chil­
dren, especially about morals and 
values (see one example in Ex­
odus 13:8, 14-16). Certainly one 
of the most important areas of 
instruction would include matters 
pertaining to sex. 

When to begin teaching 

Your baby began learning 
about his or her world immedi­
ately. The time to begin impart-

PART SEVEN 

ing right knowledge to 
your baby about sex is at 
the moment of birth. Of 
course, you may already 
be the parent of a 2-, 6-, 
10- or IS-year-old. Per­
haps you haven't thought 
about how properly to 
teach your children 
about sex. However, it's 
never too late to begin. 

Ideally, parents should 
learn what to teach their 
child about sex before he 
or she is born. Studying 
the subject can actually 
be a great learning expe­
rience for parents. For 
some, it may even prove 
to be a great discovery 
process! They may not 
have thought much about 
the subject of sex from a 
teaching perspective 
before. 

Your library will have 
many books and instruc­
tional materials to help 

you with the technical answers to 
questions your children might 
ask. 

A visit to the research librar­
ian's desk should be a part of 
your own instruction. 

This article deals mainly with 
teaching preteen age children 
about sex. In principle, though, it 
doesn 't neglect the teenage years. 

When your children reach pu­
berty and their teens, different 
sorts of questions about sex be-
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come important. Questions about 
dating, menstruation, pregnancy 
and marriage take center stage. 

Let's begin with some basics. 
The most important thing is to 
develop a healthy pattern of in­
teraction between you and the 
growing child-beginning at 
birth. 

If a bridge of communication is 
established early, by the time 
your children reach the teen 
years, they will have formed a 
bond of confidence and trust in 
you . Then, when they ask serious 
questions about sex, you will have 
built a solid relationship from 
which to guide them. 

Your marriage as a model 

One of the most important as­
pects of teaching about sex goes 
beyond biological information. It 
has to do with making your mar­
riage a model for the growing 
infant. If you and your husband 
or wife show affection, tender­
ness and true spiritual love, then 
your growing child will absorb 
the workings of that model al­
most unconsciously. 

The Bible points out (and mar­
ried people know) that marriage 
is an earthly relationship. The 
husband and wife eat together, 
sleep together, embrace, talk to­
gether, dress together and work 
together. 

In the broadest sense, all these 
activities are sexual. The entire 
relationship between the wife and 
the husband depends on the sex­
ual differences between the two 
genders as God created them. 
Sexual differences make mar­
riage and the family possible. 

Preparing ahead of time to 
present a godly marriage before 
your growing child is one of the 
most important things, if not the 
most important thing, you can 
do. The Bible shows that a loving 
marriage has both earthly and 
spiritual beauty and meaning 
(Ephesians 5:22-33). 

What's your attitude? 

Parents should carefully con­
sider their own attitudes before 

teaching children about sexual 
matters. 

Does the thought of answering 
your child's questions about sex 
worry, embarrass or even repulse 
you? 

For example, do the words for 
sex organs trouble you? Could 
you use the appropriate terms 
with ease to explain questions 
your child might have about sex? 

Suppose your infant touches 
his genitals? Would that upset 
you? Would you want to punish 
the infant? If so, you may harbor 
wrong attitudes about sex. 

What's the right attitude? 
First, realize that God created 
sex as a wonderful gift to 
mankind . There is nothing 
shameful about sex, unless it's 
used in a way not intended by 
God. 

We read that Adam and Eve 

AJstrations: Dan Andreasen 

"were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed" 
(Genesis 2:25). The Creator's 
"grown-up infants," Adam and 
Eve, were naked while talking 
with God. 

This isn't a call for nudist 
colonies. God clothed Adam and 
Eve before other humans were 
born. Humans do have private 
parts, but they are not evil. 

When a tot touches his geni­
tals, he's not evil. The tot has 
simply found something God cre­
ated . Naturally, he or she must 

be properly taught not to "play" 
with him- or herself. But that's a 
matter of instruction. 

Once parents have the proper 
attitude about sex- that it's a 
wonderful gift from God- they 
can be frank and open when in­
structing their children. They no 
longer have to sputter with 
embarrassment. 

What if your young child 
brings home a vulgar word? Par­
ents with a healthy attitude to­
ward sex won't go berserk and 
immediately punish their child. 
They know he or she probably 
has no idea what the word means. 
Perhaps some schoolmate used 
the term and the child picked it 
up. 

Parents with healthy attitudes 
about sex take the child aside at 
an appropriate time and ask, "Do 
you know what that word 

means?" The parents can 
then proceed to properly 
explain. 

The parents can instruct 
the child that sexual activ­
ity is meant only for mar­
riage. Using vulgar lan­
guage in jest or anger isn't 
good because sex is such a 
wonderful thing when used 
as God intended. The par­
ents can then explain why 
they don't want their child 
using profanity. 

Parents should use such 
occasions as opportunities 
for instruction . And the 
word instruction connotes 
more than just a lecture. It 
involves lifelong example, 

answering the child's questions as 
they come up and using opportu­
nities as they occur. 

Teaching opportunities 

This brings us to another im­
portant point: Parents should al­
ways be on the lookout for situa­
tions that call for instruction in 
sexual matters. They should al­
ways be aware when such teach­
ing opportunities arise. 

One author who wrote on the 
subject of teaching children 
about sex was at a roller-skating 
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party with his young children. 
They passed an area where sexual 
graffiti was splattered on a wall. 
He made it a point to stop for 
lunch with the children opposite 
the wall. 

During lunch (with the wall 
virtually staring them in the 
face), he casually asked the chil­
dren if they knew what the terms 
meant. They didn't. So he pro­
ceeded to explain. It turned into 
a chance to explain about sexual 
matters. 

There's one caution on this: 
Some parents, realizing their re­
sponsibility in this area of life, 
can unwisely force instruction on 
their children. This shouldn't be 
done. 

Answer the child 's questions 

Certain situations present 
themselves as opportunities, as 
the above-mentioned case 

the "birds and bees." Finally, 
Mom asked her little daughter, 
"Do you understand what I've 
been telling you ?" 

" Yes, I think so," answered 
her daughter. 

Then the little girl held up the 
registration card she had received 
at school and asked, "But how am 
I going to get all you said into 
this little square?" 

The moral of the story is to not 
lecture, but teach. Find out what 
your child is really asking and 
answer that question specifically. 

Obviously, some questions can­
not be answered in one sentence. 
There is a time for sitting down 
and giving in-depth explanations, 
perhaps going through a book 
with diagrams especially geared 
to children. 

Watch your child as you an­
swer his or her question. If the 

did. However, parents 
should generally follow 
this important principle: 
Answer questions as they 
come up. And they will 
come up. 

Once parents have 

Children have a natural 
curiosity, and this includes 
sexual matters. The an­
swers to all their questions, 
as well as the example they 
see, will provide them with 
all the knowledge and un­
derstanding of sex they 
need. 

the proper attitude about 
sex-that it's a wonderful 
gift from God- they 

There's also another 
principle to follow : It' s 
usually good to answer 
only the question the child 

can be frank and open 
when instructing their 
children. They no longer 
have to sputter with 
embarrassment. 

asks, without launching into a 
prolonged everything-the-child­
ought-to-know-about-sex lecture. 

A second-grader whose family 
had just moved went to her new 
school for the first time. When 
she came home that afternoon, 
she asked her mother, "What's 
sex?" 

Mom had been expecting this 
question for a long time. She 
seized upon this chance to in­
struct her young daughter about 
sex. For the next half hour or so, 
Mom proceeded to explain about 

child's mind begins to wander or 
there are other indications of loss 
of interest, you know you've gone 
about as far as necessary at this 
time. 

Don't " put down" a question 

Don't put off your child. A 
child 's question should be an­
swered in some form at the time 
he or she asks it. Don't tell your 
child: " You wouldn't understand . 
Wait till you 're older." If the 
child knows enough to ask the 
question, he or she is old enough 

to understand some kind of 
answer. 

The trick is to answer the 
question at the child's level of 
understanding. For example, sup­
pose your young child asked you, 
" What's sexual intercourse? " 
Parents who are afraid to teach or 
who have wrong attitudes about 
sex might put off the child. 

But telling a child he or she 
can 't understand is really a put­
down. It leaves the child in igno­
rance and also creates a question 
mark about his or her self-worth. 

There's nothing that compli­
cated about intercourse. With the 
aid of a good diagram, the child 
can certainly understand inter­
course biologically. Of course, it 
should also be explained to the 
chi ld that intercourse was created 
by God . It's something only 
mommies and daddies who are 
married should engage in. That's 
no mystery beyond the under­
standing of even the youngest 
child . 

Teach values, too 

Here's an important point : 
When possible and the situation 
is right, teach more than just the 
facts of biology, even to very 
young children. 

Teach about sex in the context 
of godly character and true val­
ues . The child needs to learn that 
sex is not just something every­
one does because it is biologically 
possible. The child needs to learn 
the true values that govern sex. 
Point out that God created sex to 
be enjoyed only in marriage. 

Instruction in sex, then, should 
begin at birth and continue by 
word and example throughout 
the years as the child grows to 
adulthood . There is no hard rule 
on what to teach your child or 
when to do so. Every situation 
and child are different. But as the 
child grows, he or she should 
learn about sex in the context of 
God's purposes for creating it. 

Next issue, we'll look at more 
specific questions and situations 
you may face in teaching your 
children about sex. 0 
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REMEMBER 
This Key 

to 
Spiritual 

Kriowledge 
God's Church has been growing in knowledge 

for more than 60 years. Why? 
By John Ross Schroeder 

Do you know why the 
one true Church of 
God has been able, 

for more than six decades, 
to "grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ" (II Pe­
ter 3:18)? 

It's because we have re­
mem bered a ba­
sic key that has 
been almost uni­
versally ignored 
by others! 

That key is 
God's Sabbath. 

The Sabbath is 
the first of the Ten 
Commandments 
mentioned in the 
Bible. Genesis 2: 1-
3 tells us: 

"Thus the heav­
ens and the earth, 
and all the host of them, were 
finished . And on the seventh day 
God ended His work which He 
had done, and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His work 
which He had done. Then God 
blessed the seventh day and sanc­
tified it, because in it He rested 
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from all His work which God had 
created and made." 

You might even say the Sab­
bath is the first of the major doc­
trines stated in Genesis . The Sab­
bath was a major factor in the 
very creation itself. 

This was no accident. 
Come forward in time nearly 

6,000 years. The Sabbath was the 
first major doctrine 
to confront Her­
bert W. Armstrong 
(1892-1986), found­
er of this maga­
zine. The Sabbath 
was pivotal to his 
conversion in 1927. 

Again, this was 
no accident. 

Learning about 
the Sabbath 

Beginning in the 
autumn of 1926, 
Mr. Armstrong 

spent six months trying to prove 
that the Sabbath falls on Sunday. 
It proved to be a vain quest. Fail­
ure led Mr. Armstrong to surren­
der to God in real repentance. He 
accepted the seventh-day, Satur­
day Sabbath. 

This opened up a broad spec-

trum of spiritual knowledge! Mr. 
Armstrong studied Darwinism 
and the subject of divine creation 
at the same time he studied the 
Sabbath-Sunday question. He 
found the Sabbath is a memorial 
to God's creative acts, as Exodus 
20: II explains. The Sabbath is 
one key proof of the existence of 
God. Mr. Armstrong proved God 
exists while studying the Sabbath 
question. 

The only two complete Bible 
lists of the Ten Commandments 
differ slightly in explaining the 
Fourth Commandment. The Ex­
odus account emphasizes the 
memorial to creation (Exodus 
20 :8-11), while Deuteronomy 
emphasizes liberation from slav­
ery (Deuteronomy 5: 11-15). 
Why? What are we to learn from 
this difference of emphasis? 

Primarily that the Sabbath has 
many important meanings. It is a 
veritable key to spiritual knowl­
edge. It cannot be limited! 

For instance, in addition to 
commemorating creation and lib­
eration from slavery, the Sabbath 
rest is a type of the millennial 
rest that awaits humankind . The 
Sabbath is also a special sign be­
tween God and His true people 
(Exodus 31:13) . 

And, as a point of God's law, 
keeping the Sabbath is indispens­
able to understanding the rest of 
God's spiritual plan: "A good un­
derstanding have all those who do 
His commandments" (Psalm 
111:10) . 

The annual festivals 
revealed 

Nonbelievers sometimes use 
Colossians 2: 16-17 to try to dis­
prove the weekly Sabbath. This 
scripture soon confronted Mr. 
Armstrong . He studied it thor­
oughly and came to see that the 
weekly Sabbath and the seven an­
nual Sabbaths commanded in 
Leviticus 23 stand or fall to­
gether. He realized that Paul's 
letter to the Colossians supported 
both. 

So the weekly Sabbath led to 
the knowledge of God's annual 
festivals and Holy Days. And ob­
serving these yearly occasions 
eventually opened up the entire 



panorama of God's plan for 
mankind. 

In 60 years of service to the 
eternal God, Herbert W . Arm­
strong discovered (sometimes 
with the help of others- espe­
cially after Ambassador College 
was founded in 1947) one vital 
Bible doctrine after another. 

Finally, the ultimate purpose 
of man was revealed to him. He 
was shocked! So astonishing was 
man's incredible potential that at 
first he hesitated to publish his 
findings. He may have wondered 
whether anyone would accept this 
greatest of all biblical doctrines. 

But Mr. Armstrong never 
withheld his biblical discoveries 
very long. In 1957 he published 
the booklet Why Were You 
Born? It encapsulated the basic 
purpose and plan for humankind. 
Additional details accumulated 
for well over a decade, and a 
revised version of the booklet ap­
peared in 1972. 

Then, in the mid 1970s, many 
more facets of this basic truth 
gradually came to light. These 
points were published serially in 
The Plain Truth. The title of the 
series was "The Incredible Hu­
man Potential." Then, in 1978, 
these serial installments were col­
lected together in a book by the 
same title (now out of print) . 

Finally, toward life's end, Mr. 
Armstrong put together the 
whole foundational picture of 
God's plan . He summarized not 
only our incredible human poten­
tial, but all of the supporting doc­
trines in a book titled Mystery of 
the Ages (l985)-the culmina­
tion of his life's teachings. 

Mr. Armstrong died in Janu­
ary, 1986, now three years ago. 

Of course, God's Church con­
tinues to grow. Further truths 
have been revealed to Joseph W . 
Tkach, Mr. Armstrong's succes­
sor, with those who assist him in 
getting the Gospel to the world 
and caring for God's Church. 

The Church's spiritual knowl­
edge is readily available in our 
many periodicals, lessons, 
brochures, booklets and reprint 
articles. These are a virtual gold 
mine of incredible information. 
Of course, you yourself have to 

dig the truth out, with God help­
ing you to understand it. No one 
can learn the truth in your stead. 
But we do offer every help. 

And it takes time and experi­
ence to learn God 's way of life. 
You don 't get it all at once. Pa­
tience is essen tial. 

God's truth revealed through 
the Sabbath 

But remember: It all started 
with the Sabbath! The Sabbath is 
a super-important key. 

You cannot afford not to un­
derstand the Sabbath. You need 
this essential key to unlock the 
doors of spiritual knowledge. So 
the Worldwide Church of God 
has published a special booklet 
about this topic. It contains all 
the basic teachings of the Bible 

on the subject. This booklet, ti­
tled Which Day Is the Christian 
Sabbath?, asks and answers the 
most important questions about 
the seventh day. Find out how 
the Sabbath impacts your per­
sonal life. Request Which Day Is 
the Christian Sabbath? 

It's free! 
Finally, don't turn your back 

on the Sabbath. The "Lost Ten 
Tribes" of Israel did, and they 
wound up losing their very iden­
tity . Most of their modern de­
scendants neither know who they 
are or where they came from­
and all because their forefathers 
rejected the Sabbath. 

But God's way is opening up 
for you- if you are interested. 
Request that free booklet. You 
won 't regret it . 0 

Has 

TIME 
Been Lost? 

At creation, God blessed the seventh 
day of the week, or Sabbath. He made 
it holy time and commanded us to 
keep it. But how can we 
know, today, which day 
God set apart? Our free 
booklet presents 
irrefutable proofs! For 
your copy write to 
our address nearest 
you (see page 2 
for a list). 

January-February 1989 27 



I
f you are a Chris­
tian, you have 
made a lifetime 

commitment to God 

Fruits of the Spirit Paul- an apostle who 
was used by God to bring 
salvation to the gentile 
world, who was full of 

and Jesus Christ. 
zeal for spreading the 
Gospel-did not assume 
that his own salvation was You want to be faith­

ful to that commit­
ment. 

But how can you be 
sure you will? 

No one has to fail 

The Bible is an encour­
aging book. It gives us 
God's promise that He 
will not forsake us (He­
brews 13:5). If we coop­
erate with Him, He will 
complete the work He 
has begun in us (Philippi­
ans 1 :6) . No power can 
force us to fail, but we 
know that it is possible to 
fail. 

Is 
God's Faith 

Infou! 

sure. Neither can we. 
Let's notice what Paul 

did: 
"I also count all things 

loss ... and count them 
as rubbish, that I may 
gain Christ . . . if, by any 
means, I may attain to 
the resurrection from the 
dead. Not that I have al­
ready attained, or am al­
ready perfected ; but I 
press on . . . I do not 
count myself to have ap­
prehended; but . .. I press 
toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call 
of God" (Philippians 3:8, 
11-14). 

Jesus warned us, in the 
parable of the sower, that 

How can you 
make sure you will 

continue being faithful 
to God? 

We, too, to remain 
faithful , must be willing 

some people receive 
God's word with joy, but 
quit when trials come. 

By Michael Morrison 
to give up all things for 
Christ. This is part of the 
cost we must consider be­
fore baptism. Others receive the word, 

but "the cares of this 
world and the deceitful-
ness of riches choke the word," and they become 
unfruitful (Matthew 13:20-22) . 

Faithfulness is important to God, and it should 
be important to us. 

The apostle Paul's example 

The apostle Paul told us how he worked to 
remain faithful: "I discipline my body and bring it 
into subjection, lest, when I have preached to oth­
ers, I myself should become disqualified" (I 
Corinthians 9:27). 

To remain faithful, 
we must be willing 

to give up all things for 
Christ. This is part of the 

cost we must consider 
before baptism. --
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To remain faithful to 
that commitment , we 

must remain aware of it. No matter how wealthy 
(or poor) we might become, we must remember 
that the riches of this world are rubbish compared 
to being in God's Kingdom. 

Paul, near the end of his life, no longer had any 
doubts: "The time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith " (II Timothy 4:6-7). He had 
endured all his trials, exercising and developing 
more faith right to the end of his life. 

Faith and faithfulness 

Faithfulness is part of the fruit of God's spirit, 
Paul wrote (Galatians 5:22-23) . The King James 
Version says faith. but the Greek word also means 
faithfulness. Modern translations have chosen 
faithfulness because it more closely matches the 
other items in this list. 

Of course, we must have faith to be faithfuL The 
men and women of faith listed in Hebrews 11 were 
noted not just for mental trust and belief, but also 
for what they did. They, in action, were faithful 
and reliable. 

Faith is a trust and confidence in God's reliabil­
ity. He is faithful. We must be like Him. Let's 
notice an important reason: 

God promises eternal life to all who in this age 
are faithful. Not just eternal life, but eternal spirit 



life, with the powers of a spirit being. God has faith 
and confidence in us that we will never misuse any 
of that power. 

How can God be so sure? He can be sure if, in 
this life, in tests, trials and time, we have demon­
strated a pattern of faithfulness. 

God's Church today has many men and women 
of faith. They have been faithful even though their 
faith has been tested. Those who have been mem­
bers for a long time are often described as "faith­
ful." It is a notable quality because we know others 
have not been faithful. 

Faithfulness day to day 

New members can be faithful, too. God gives us 
a simple principle. He has confidence that it will 
work: "He who is faithful in what is least is faithful 
also in much" (Luke 16:10) . 

To be faithful to God and Christ, we must be 
faithful in the small matters of life: faithful to our 
promises, faithful to our mates, faithful to our 
duties. Day to day, we should be faithfully obeying 
God's laws about how we should worship Him, how 
we should treat others, how we should live. 

Faithfulness is much more than simply "sticking 
with it." It requires effort. "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling," Paul encourages 

Ken TuneH 

(Philippians 2:12) . The path to life is difficult, said 
Jesus (Matthew 7:14). 

Nevertheless, "Let us not grow weary while do­
ing good," Paul tells us (Galatians 6:9). Although 
some do grow weary, we do not need to. The book 
of Hebrews, after listing the heroes of faith, tells us 
how we can be like them: 

"Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith ... for consider 
Him who endured such hostility from sinners 
against Himself, lest you become weary and dis­
couraged" (Hebrews 12:1-3) . 

Jesus, although He faced far greater trials than 
we will ever have, did not get tired of doing good . 
He, working in us, can complete our faith and help 
us be faithful. 

The kind of faith required for salvation, in fact , 
is actually Christ's own faith in us as He lives His 
life over in us (Galatians 2:20). That faith by which 
we are saved is a gift of God (Ephesians 2:8)! 

Peter's guarantee 

Peter gives us a sure formula for faithfulness: 
"Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue 
... knowledge . . . self-control ... perseverance 
.. . godliness . . . brotherly kindness .. . love. For if 
these things are yours and abound, you will be 
neither barren nor unfruitful" (II Peter 1 :5-8). 

And Peter guarantees that this formula will 
work: "Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent 

to make your calling and 
election sure, for if you 

GOd'S faith in 
us begins as a small 
seed, growing through 
time until full and 
mature. The tree 
illustrated here began 
as a tiny acorn that 
took root, sprouted 
and grew into 
a strong oak. 

do these things you will 
never stumble" (verse 
10). 

Faithfulness, Peter 
wrote, requires diligence 
and growth. We must 
add to our faith. We 
must continue growing 
in grace and knowledge 
(II Peter 3:18). Growth 
is part of the commit­
ment we make at bap­
tism, and our Christian 
success depends on it. 
As God's Church moves 

forward, those who stand still will be left behind. 
True Christians want to hear the words that 

Jesus used in the parable of the talents: "Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 
few things, I will make you ruler over many things" 
(Matthew 25:21) . 

In the parable, the faithful servants had increased 
their talents; they had grown. Christian growth and 
faithfulness are inseparable; one leads to the other. 

To remain faithful , renew your commitment to 
diligence and growth. Renew your commitment to 
allow God's spirit to produce in you the fruit of 
faithfulness! 0 
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Three important reasons 
why you should be watching 

THE WORLD TOMORROW 

1 You'lljind out 
what's coming in 
world events . . . 

What will happen next 
in the Middle East? In Eu­
rope? What's ahead for 
America and Britain in the 
1990s? 

Through the light of 
Bible prophecy, our team 
of presenters will intro­
duce you to the clear bibli­
cal teaching on what will 
happen in our world , 
where and, most impor­
tantly, why. 

You won't want to miss a 
single program. 

Richard Ames 

2 You'Ubetter 
understand today's 
social trends ... 

The last 25 years have 
produced the most alarm­
ing change in morals and 
values any society has ever 
experienced. 

Why? What is producing 
this mind-boggling accel ­
eration of change in the 
way we live, work and re­
late to each other? 

The World Tomorrow 
will help you discover the 
answers . And get a glimpse 
of where this revolution in 
society is taking us. 

David Hulme 

THE W ORLD 
TOMORROW 

3 You'll discover 
the keys to 
successful living ... 

Perhaps you've never re­
alized that success in life is 
not just something that 
happens to you - it's the 
result that occurs when 
you follow biblical laws of 
living. 

The World Tomorrow 
exp lains these keys and 
more. 

Check your local televi­
sion listings for times and 
stations when The World 
Tomorrow is broadcast in 
your area. Watch this week! 

David Albert 

.+ '- ..... .... c-----
Bulk En nombre 
third trofsleme 
class cia ... 
PERMITNo.~ 
VAMCOUVER, B.C. 


