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FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 
U p d a t i n g  A s s i s t a n t  PT Newss tand  C o o r d i n a t o r s  
I t  h a s  come to  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a number of pas tors  h a v e  b e e n  n e g l i g e n t  i n  
p a s s i n g  o n  t h e  m o n t h l y  Newss tand  Newsletter t o  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t  P L A I N  TRUTH 
c o o r d i n a t o r s .  P l e a s e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  c o n t a i n s  e x t r e m e l y  v i t a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  wh ich  n e e d s  t o  be passed o n  t o  those who assist you i n  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  p rogram.  

The  PLAIN TRUTH C i r c u l a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  i n f o r m e d  u s  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  many 
a s s i s t a n t  c o o r d i n a t o r s  are  unaware  of p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  or  o the r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  perform t h e i r  t a s k s .  T h i s  breakdown i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  a v o i d e d  i f  you  would  pass o n  t h e  e x t r a  c o p y  of t h e  news- 
l e t t e r ,  marked " A s s i s t a n t  C o o r d i n a t o r ' s  Copy,"  s e n t  t o  you each month. 

Remember t h a t  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  is  e x t r e m e l y  e x c i t e d  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  
Newss tand  P rogram.  H e  e x p e c t s  i t  to  m e a s u r e  u p  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  h e  h a s  set  
f o r  t h e  Work w o r l d w i d e .  I t  is  t h e  Pas tor ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  see t h a t  t h i s  
phase o f  God's  Work is c a r r i e d  o u t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  h i s  area.  Your coopera- 
t i o n  is e s s e n t i a l  a n d  v i t a l .  Please p a s s  o n  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  i m p o r t a n t  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  tool  t o  y o u r  a s s i s t a n t  c o o r d i n a t o r  e v e r y  month.  

Comments From Month ly  C h u r c h  Reports 
VANCOUVER, WA--HARRY E. SLEDER: I b e l i e v e  t h e  p r e s s u r e  is  o n  t h e  
C h u r c h e s  for  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h  l i k e  w e  h a v e n ' t  s e e n  before. Some 
people seem t o  h a v e  t h e i r  backs  p u s h e d  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  t o  
m a k e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  C h r i s t  is b r i n g i n g  H i s  C h u r c h  
a l o n g ,  p r e p a r i n g  h e r  t o  b e  H i s  b r i d e .  T h a n k s  t o  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  

f o r  l e a d i n g  t h e  way. 

LONG BEACH, CA--LES McCOLM: Had a p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m  a man who l e f t  
t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  a n d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  29 o t h e r s ,  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a 
v i s i t .  They  keep t h e  S a b b a t h  o n  t h e i r  own a n d  h a v e  "elected" a 
m i n i s t e r  t o  teach them o u t  o f  The  PLAIN TRUTH a n d  o t h e r  o f  our 
l i t e r a t u r e !  T h e s e  a r e  e x c i t i n g  d a y s  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  

HUNTSVILLE, AL--LAWSON J. TUCK: M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  books,  booklets  
a n d  t h e  CORRESPONDENCE COURSE a r e  d o i n g  a s u p e r b  job o f  e d u c a t i n g  
those coming a l o n g .  My t h a n k s  g o  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  Head- 
q u a r t e r s  team! 

ALBANY, NY--LYLE WELTY: We c o n t i n u e  to  r e c e i v e  a s t e a d y  f l o w  o f  
new PMs d u e  t o  t h e  te lecast .  Q u a l i t y  o f  PMs is g e n e r a l l y  g o o d .  
The  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  of GOOD NEWS a r t i c l e s  is h e l p i n g  b o t h  
members a n d  PMs t o  grow. 

MONTVALE, NJ--LLOYD B R I G G I E :  Te l ecas t s  of M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  o v e r -  
seas t r i p s  a re  t r e m e n d o u s .  Members, PMs a n d  new c o n t a c t s  h a v e  
shown t r u e  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  w e a l t h  o f  f r e e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  come from H e a d q u a r t e r s .  
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KENT, WA--J. RICHARD PARKER: B o t h  members and  PMs a r e  i n s p i r e d  
by Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  t e lecas t s .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  these b r o a d c a s t s  bene- 
f i t  m e  g r e a t l y  i n  many ways. 

ROCHESTER, NY--LESLIE SCHMEDES: Many o f  t h e  members have  been  
commenting o n  t h e  s t r o n g  w i t n e s s  t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  i s  r e c e i v i n g  
v i a  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  and t h e  t e lecas t .  M r .  A r m s t r o n g ' s  h e a l t h  and 
we l l -be ing  a r e  uppermost  i n  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and p r a y e r s .  

--Joe Tkach,  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  

PUBLISHING SERVICES UPDATE 

C a u t i o n  Reqa rd ing  Supermarket D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  PT 

A s  you a l r e a d y  know, PLAIN TRUTH newss tand  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i l l  b e g i n  t h r o u g h  
t h e  Good Neighbor  B u l l e t i n  Board program i n  541 supermarkets i n  t h e  N e w  
Y o r k  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r ea ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  J u n e  issue.  

A t  t h i s  time o u r  c o n t r a c t  d o e s  not i n c l u d e  areas  o u t s i d e  t h i s  r e g i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  magazines  s h o u l d  - n o t  be p l a c e d  on  Good Neighbor  B u l l e t i n  Boards  
i n  s u p e r m a r k e t s  l o c a t e d  i n  any o t h e r  area.  

A s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a r i s e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of  s u p e r m a r k e t s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h i s  program, w e  w i l l  i n f o r m  p a s t o r s  where and  when d i s t r i b u t i o n  is to  
b e g i n .  U n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  9 -- t h e  Good Neighbor  B u l l e t i n  B o a r d s  
o u t s i d e  --- t h e  N e w  Y o r k  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r ea  is p r o h i b i t e d .  W e  wou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  
i t  i f  you w o u l d  in fo rm a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Newsstand Program of 
t h i s  p o l i c y .  

L e t t e r s  From Newsstand PLAIN TRUTH Readers 

W e  t h o u g h t  you would be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  some o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  w e  have  r e c e i v e d  
from r e a d e r s  who have  p i c k e d  up  The PLAIN TRUTH from a newss tand  or i n  a 
w a i t i n g  room. W e  have  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a few comments from members who a s s i s t  
i n  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  magazine .  Hope you e n j o y  them a s  much a s  w e  d i d !  

I was i n  a loca l  bookstore ( i n  Englewood, Ohio)  w h e r e  I p i c k e d  u p  
two f r e e  sample  copies o f  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH. I found myse l f  
wrapped u p  i n  t h e s e  magazines .  

S.S. ( V a n d a l i a ,  OH) 

Y e s t e r d a y  I had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of wa tch ing  M r .  Armstrong f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e .  I was d e e p l y  moved. When h e  o f f e r e d  The PLAIN TRUTH, 
I t o o k  down a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Later my f a m i l y  took 
a d r i v e  t o  East  San  Diego  County.  When w e  s t o p p e d  a t  D u d l e y ' s  
Bake ry ,  I was j o y f u l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  magazine t h e r e  f o r  
t h e  t a k i n g .  I ' v e  r e a d  most o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  and  am t h a n k f u l  fo r  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t  g i v e s .  

L.G. (San  Diego ,  CA) 

I w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  day  I s e n t  my t en -yea r -o ld  
d a u g h t e r  t o  t h e  P iggly-Wiggly  s to re  o n  C a l h o r e n  Avenue i n  R o m e .  
S h e  came o u t  w i t h  The  PLAIN TRUTH magazine .  I asked her  i f  s h e  
p a i d  f o r  i t  and s h e  s a i d  no. I t o l d  h e r  s h e  knew b e t t e r .  She 
s a i d ,  "Mamma,  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  i t - - i t ' s  f r e e . "  I sa id ,  "Oh" and  
s t a r t e d  t o  r e a d .  I c o u l d n ' t  s top.  

E.A. ( R o m e ,  GA)  
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I am conv inced  God had a hand i n  g u i d i n g  m e  t o  o b t a i n  my f i r s t  
copy  o f  The  PLAIN TRUTH from a newss tand  i n  C o u n c i l  B l u f f s ,  Iowa. 
I had been n e a r  t h i s  newss tand  many times w i t h  no c o n c e r n  when 
t h i s  one  day  I j u s t  s u d d e n l y  t o o k  a copy and began r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
Good Word. God bless you. 

L.P. (Shenandoah,  I A )  

I found your  magazine i n  my b e a u t y  shop ,  o f  a l l  p l a c e s !  I g o  
t h e r e  f o r  a h a i r  shampoo and s e t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  a h e a r t  p roblem 
which m a k e s  i t  n e x t  t o  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d o  m y s e l f .  I t  a t t r a c t e d  me 
s o  much t h a t  I took o u t  t h e  coupon t o  send  i n  f o r  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  
of my own. 

M.S. (Tucson,  A Z )  

I f i n d  T h e  PLAIN TRUTH magazine is i n  b u s  s t a t i o n s  a l l  across 
America--and a l so  i n  many s tores  and p l a c e s  o f  b u s i n e s s .  I g r a b  
The PLAIN TRUTH magazine j u s t  l i k e  a baby g r a b s  candy.  I t  su re  
d o e s  t h r i l l  my h e a r t  t o  read and s t u d y  it. 

D.B. 

I recently p i c k e d  up a copy of The PLAIN TRUTH a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  

P.E. (Nor thampton ,  MA) 

' .  We l i s t e n  t o  your  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  p rograms  i n  t h e  M i a m i  a rea  
a n d  f i n d  them v e r y  e n l i g h t e n i n g .  We have  a l s o  r e a d  c o p i e s  o f  The  
P L A I N  TRUTH which were i n  a s t a n d  a t  t h e  Homestead Shopping 
P l a z a .  

H.T. ( M i a m i  Beach ,  FL) 

I p i c k e d  u p  The PLAIN TRUTH magazine one  day  on  my way home from 
s h o p p i n g  a t  Kroge r s  Groce ry  S tore  h e r e  i n  S h r e v e p o r t .  I r e a l l y  
have  l e a r n e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  from t h e  magazines .  They 've  h e l p e d  a 
l o t  i n  t h e  area o f  major r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

M.B. ( S h r e v e p o r t ,  LA)  

I h a v e  e n j o y e d  your  magazines  v e r y  much and am l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  
l i f e  t h r o u g h  t h e  B i b l e .  Seven  months a g o  I was hav ing  my car  ser- 
v i c e d  a t  M i n g l e ' s  Automotive S t o r e  i n  P o r t  A r t h u r ,  Texas .  My 
e y e s  f e l l  on  your  magazine  and I r e a d  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  items. 
I look fo rward  to  e a c h  new o n e ,  w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g  i s s u e s  o f  g r e a t  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o  m e .  

M.B. (Beaumont,  TX) 

I went to  C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  v i s i t  my mother  l a s t  October and  upon 
d e p a r t u r e  f rom B r a d l e y  A i r p o r t ,  H a r t f o r d ,  was d e l i g h t e d  t o  see a 
huge magazine rack o f  PLAIN TRUTHS o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  I hope 
my small c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a re  o f  some use- - i f  o n l y  t o  h e l p  pay  for  
t h e  w o n d e r f u l  t r u t h s  I have  r e c e i v e d .  

P.W. (Round L a k e ,  I L )  

Thank you f o r  s e n d i n g  me your w o n d e r f u l  PLAIN TRUTH magazine!  I 
picked up my f i r s t  copy  i n  a t i n y  b r a n c h  p o s t  o f f i c e  r i g h t  here i n  
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  F l o r i d a .  A f t e r  I f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g  i t  from c o v e r  
t o  c o v e r ,  I s i m p l y  had t o  have  more! 

H.C. ( S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  F L )  
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I am a f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  male. I f i r s t  saw y o u r  PLAIN TRUTH 
m a g a z i n e  i n  a p i z z a  s h o p  i n  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  where I l i v e .  I t  was a 
f r e e  s a m p l e  c o p y ,  so I took it  home w i t h  me. N o w  I am a sub-  
scr iber  t o  The PLAIN TRUTH ( f o r  my p a r e n t s )  and  YOUTH ' 8 3  ( f o r  
m y s e l f ) .  

C.C.  ( S t a t e  C o l l e g e ,  PA) 

Let ters  From Members A s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  Newsstand Program 

I re joice e v e r y  time I see i n c r e a s e d  PLAIN TRUTH c i r c u l a t i o n  f i g -  
u r e s  i n  o u r  WORLDWIDE NEWS. I became a PLAIN TRUTH r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  f o l l o w i n g  my baptism l a s t  y e a r  and  am so g r a t e f u l  to  God for  
t h e  o u t l e t s  H e  h a s  allowed m e  t o  h a v e  a p a r t  i n  o b t a i n i n g .  We're 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  a b o u t  f o u r  to  f i v e  b o x e s  each w e e k  a n d  p r a y  t h a t  God 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p l y  o u r  n e e d s  t o  l e t  t h e  Work  grow as  H e  w a n t s  
it. 

B.B. ( K a n n a p o l i s ,  NC) 

The r e a s o n  I ' m  w r i t i n g  t o  you now is  b e c a u s e  when t h e  show,  
"Behind  t h e  W o r k ,  1982" was shown the re  "Squaw V a l l e y ]  I was 
shown among t h e  almost 150  members who a r e  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  S a n  
Jose, C a l i f o r n i a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of The PLAIN TRUTH m a g a z i n e .  The  
speaker s a i d ,  " P e o p l e  f rom e i g h t  t o  89 y e a r s  took p a r t . "  W e l l  I 
a m  t h e  o n e  who is  89 y e a r s  ( j u s t  s e v e n  months  y o u n g e r  t h a n  y o u ! ) .  
I l i v e  i n  a r e t i r e m e n t  home i n  Redwood C i t y  a n d  w a s  g i v e n  permis- 
s i o n  by t h e  manager  t o  pu t  some m a g a z i n e s  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g .  And t h e y  a re  picked up!!--by whom, I . d o  n o t  know. 
T h e r e  a r e  some 1 7 5  r e s i d e n t s  here.  

A.A. (kedwood C i t y ,  CA) 

I f e e l  t h a t  God h a s  t r u l y  blessed u s  a n d  I am t h a n k f u l  f o r  w h a t  
God h a s  g i v e n  u s .  B u t  t h e  most precious b l e s s i n g  a n d  g i f t  o f  a l l  
is  my c a l l i n g  and  t h a t  o f  my f a m i l y .  I j u s t  w a n t e d  you t o  know, 
M r .  A r m s t r o n g ,  t h a t  w e  s t a n d  b e h i n d  you a n d  p r a y  f o r  you e v e r y  
d a y .  I am e n c l o s i n g  a p i c t u r e  o f  my g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,  Lisa .  She  was 
h e l p i n g  m e  s e t  up  a new PLAIN TRUTH s t a n d .  I h o p e  you e n j o y  t h e  
p i c t u r e .  

B.W. ( V e n e t a ,  OR) 

The PLAIN TRUTH Newss tand  Program is g o i n g  w e l l  h e r e .  They a r e  
b e i n g  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  racks a t  a phenomenal  r a t e .  I ' m  b e g i n n i n g  
to  wonder j u s t  how much l o n g e r  t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h i s  world w i l l  
a l low you t o  speak so p o w e r f u l l y .  I know i t  w i l l  b e  f o r  a s  l o n g  
a s  God allows. B u t  i t  is  becoming more and  more o b v i o u s  by t h e i r  
a c t i o n s  t o w a r d  u s  t h a t  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e  you  s p e a k i n g  " w i t h  
a u t h o r  i t y  . I' 

L.W. ( H a r r i s o n ,  AR) 

--Ray W r i g h t ,  P u b l i s h i n g  S e r v i c e s  

FROM MAIL PROCESSING 

T r u t h  About  E a s t e r  I n t r i g u e s  Many 

Many v i e w e r s  were c a p t i v a t e d  by Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  two telecasts o n  Eas te r ,  
a i r e d  March 26-27 a n d  A p r i l  2-3. They were n o t  o n l y  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  
m e s s a g e ,  b u t  a l s o  amazed a t  t h e  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  Some s a i d  
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t h e y  have  o f t e n  wondered how t h r e e  d a y s  and  t h r e e  n i g h t s  f i t  i n t o  t h e  
p i c t u r e  and  now f i n a l l y  have  t h e  answers .  Fo l lowing  i s  a sampl ing  of t h e  
comments r e c e i v e d .  

I saw t h e  Easter program a s  I was s t a r t i n g  t o  l e a v e  fo r  Eas te r  
s e r v i c e s .  I g o t  my B i b l e  o u t  and wrote down t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  I 
d e c i d e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  program was s t i l l  on ,  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  
keep  Easter anymore and  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  q u i t  my c h u r c h .  I r e a l l y  
b e l i e v e  Mr. A r m s t r o n g ' s  message.  

H.  J. (Minneso ta )  

W e  have  been  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  of C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  for 
a few y e a r s  now and I ' v e  neve r  been  a b l e  t o  f i t  t h r e e  d a y s  and 
three n i g h t s  i n  between F r i d a y  and  Sunday! N o w  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
t h e  c r u c i f i x i o n  was o n  a Wednesday. I hope t h e  booklet  a r r i v e s  
soon ,  because I want t o  know a l l  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  so t h a t  I c a n  make  
some c o r r e c t i o n s  i n  my l i f e !  

H.L. ( I l l i n o i s )  

Mr. Armstrong was shocked  when h e  found o u t  55  y e a r s  a g o ,  and I 
was shocked  when I h e a r d  t o d a y ,  t h a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  was n o t  on  
a Sunday. 

R.A. ( C a l i f o r n i a )  

I f i n d  Mr. Armstrong b e l i e v a b l e  and r e f r e s h i n g .  H e  c u t s  r i g h t  
t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  u n t r u t h s .  I was r a i s e d  a C a t h o l i c  and a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  approach  and t h e  c l ea r  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  H e ' s  
a h e a d  of a l l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n s .  

R . W .  ( C a l i f o r n i a )  

Everyone c e l e b r a t e s  Easter t h r o u g h  t r a d i t i o n .  And now I under -  
s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  was n o t  even  on  a Sunday. I have  
neve r  h e a r d  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  i t  before and  I would l i k e  to know 
more. 

M . S .  ( N e w  Y o r k )  

W e  were d i s c u s s i n g  Easter e g g s ,  e tc . ,  l a s t  n i g h t  when g o i n g  t o  
"Good F r i d a y "  s e r v i c e s .  My d a u g h t e r  a s k e d ,  "HOW i n  t h e  wor ld  d o  
w e  c o n n e c t  c o l o r e d  e g g s  w i t h  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s ? "  I t o l d  
h e r  t h a t  I had h e a r d  i t  was a pagan  r i t u a l .  M r .  Armstrong g a v e  m e  
e v i d e n c e  t o d a y .  I t  i s  h a r d  to  change  t h i n g s  y o u ' v e  done  a l l  your  
l i f e ,  b u t  I'll change  a s  I come t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  I would l i k e  your  
b o o k l e t s  so I c a n  b e t t e r  e x p l a i n  i t  t o  my c h i l d r e n .  

D.K.  (West V i r g i n i a )  

I have  n e v e r  watched Mr. Armstrong and d i d  not watch t h e  t e lecas t  
t o d a y .  My s i s t e r  phoned m e  f rom Chicago  t o  t e l l  me a b o u t  t h e  
b o o k l e t !  I grew u p  knowing t h a t  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  was n o t  o n  
Sunday and t h a t  Easter and X m a s  a r e  f a l s e ,  b e c a u s e  my mother was 
a m i n i s t e r .  B u t ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  been  able  t o  p r o v e  i t  from t h e  B i b l e  
and  I want  t o  b e  able  t o  t e a c h  i t  to  my c h i l d r e n .  

S.H.  ( I l l i n o i s )  

F i n a l l y  someone f i g u r e d  i t  o u t - - t h r e e  d a y s  and  t h r e e  n i g h t s !  I 
h a v e  a s k e d  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  and no  o n e  has e v e r  been  a b l e  t o  ex- 
p l a i n  i t  b e f o r e .  I wrote down a l l  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  t h a t  Mr. A r m -  
s t r o n g  q u o t e d  and I l o o k e d  them up. Bu t  I would l i k e  t o  have  i t  
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a l l  i n  p r i n t .  M r .  Armstrong h a s  a t r emendous  knowledge of t h e  
B i b l e ,  and  o f  t h e  meaning o f  words.  I t  seems t h a t  o t h e r  C h r i s -  
t i a n  r e l i g i o n s  combine pagan  ideas  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y !  

F.D. ( N e w  J e r s e y )  
- -Richard R i c e ,  Mail P r o c e s s i n g  C e n t e r  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

THE GREENING OF THE BUNDESTAG; STRAUSS MAKES 
H I S  MARK; THE KREMLIN AND THE POPE 
P e t r a  K e l l y ,  West Germany's most v i s i b l e  "Green ,"  walked t o  t h e  f i r s t  
s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  new Bundes tag  c a r r y i n g  a bouque t .  Another  Green P a r t y  rep- 
r e s e n t a t i v e  wore green-and-b lack  s t r i p e d  p a n t s .  Shunning t h e  Mercedes 
l i m o u s i n e s  or  l u x u r y  b u s e s  t h a t  t r a n s p o r t e d  CDU/CSU, FSP and  SPD d e l e g a t e s  
t o  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  1 7  Green  d e p u t i e s  marched f rom downtown 
Bonn r o l l i n g  a huge g l o b e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  "Mother E a r t h "  and  c a r r y i n g  dead  
f i r - t ree  b r a n c h e s  l a b e l l e d  " v i c t i m s  of a c i d  r a i n .  

However i m p r e s s i v e  t h e  splash t h e y  t h i n k  t h e y  made, t h e  b l u e - j e a n e d  Greens  
q u i c k l y  found o u t  how i m p o r t a n t  t h e y  were i n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  scheme of 
t h i n g s .  The  A p r i l  11 NEWSWEEK p u t  i t  t h i s  way: 

The newcomers. . .soon d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  f l o w e r  power.... 
Bundes tag  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  saw t o  it  t h a t  t h e  vehemen t ly  a n t i n u c l e a r  
G r e e n s  were b a r r e d  from p a r l i a m e n t a r y  committees d e a l i n g  w i t h  
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  Bundes tag  l e a d e r s  a l so  maneuvered t h e  Greens  
o u t  o f  any  of t h e  c h a m b e r ' s  f o u r  v i c e  speaker p o s i t i o n s ,  t h u s  
p r e v e n t i n g  a Green from e v e r  w i e l d i n g  t h e  g a v e l  d u r i n g  Bundes t ag  
d e b a t e s .  

They s a v o r e d  a t  l e a s t  one  v i c t o r y .  L e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  be 
s e a t e d  on t h e  extreme l e f t  o f  t h e  Bundes t ag ,  t h e  Greens  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  t h e y  be  p l a c e d  [ n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r ]  be tween t h e  Social  D e m o -  
c r a t s  (SPD) and  t h e  CDU. T h a t  way, t h e  G r e e n s  knew, t h e y  would be 
i n  f u l l  v iew o f  t e l e v i s i o n  cameras--and w i t h i n  b e t t e r  h e c k l i n g  
range of the podium.. . . 
The G r e e n s  a l so  vowed t h a t  t h e y  would c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  a l l - o u t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  any  f u r t h e r  " n u c l e a r i z a t i o n "  o f  West Germany-- 
e i t h e r  i n  arms or i n  ene rgy .  T h a t  p l e d g e  --- i s  s u r e  t o  p l u n g e  t h e  
B u n d e s t a q  - i n t o  s h a r p  c o n f l i c t  b e f o r e  l o n g .  

S t r a u s s  Forces P o l i c y  Changes 

P e r h a p s  o f  f a r  more s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b u t  of t h e  G r e e n s  
is  t h e  growing  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e r a g e  exe r t ed - -beh ind  t h e  scenes--by F ranz  
J o s e f  S t r a u s s .  The B a v a r i a n  s t r o n g  man is p u l l i n g  t h e  r u l i n g  c o a l i t i o n  
f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  and  i n t o  a more r e a l i s t i c  p o s t u r e  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union and toward  communist  i n r o a d s  i n  areas  a r o u n d  t h e  wor ld  v i t a l  
to  Western  i n t e r e s t s .  The same i s s u e  ( A p r i l  11) o f  NEWSWEEK r a n  a n  a r t i c l e  
e n t i t l e d ,  "Does S t r a u s s  Have Veto Power?" which s a i d ,  i n  p a r t :  

C h a n c e l l o r  Helmut Kohl announced h i s  c a b i n e t  l i n e u p  l a s t  w e e k ,  
and ,  a s  e x p e c t e d ,  F r a n z  J o s e f  S t r a u s s  d i d n ' t  make t h e  team. But  
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t h e  a p p a r e n t  snub  h a r d l y  seemed t o  d i s a p p o i n t  t h e  b e e f y  l e a d e r  o f  
t h e  B a v a r i a n  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  Union. S t r a u s s  had l o b b i e d  t o  
become f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  a s  a payof f  for d e l i v e r i n g  c r u c i a l  v o t e s  
i n  K o h l ' s  e l e c t i o n  v i c t o r y  a month ago.  I n  a se r ies  o f  well- 
p u b l i c i z e d  l eaks  and s p l a s h y  i n t e r v i e w s ,  S t r a u s s  b o a s t e d  t h a t  he  
had a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v e d  a n  even  sweeter reward. T h e  c h a n c e l l o r ,  h e  
c l a i m e d ,  had g r a n t e d  him a major beh ind- the - scenes  ro l e  i n  t h e  
c o a l i t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n q  a v i r t u a l  r i q h t  of -- v e t o  o v e r  any f o r e i g n -  
pol icy d e c i s i o n s .  

The a r r a n g e m e n t  is c e r t a i n  t o  mean a s h a r p  swing  t o  t h e  r i g h t  & 
West Germany's  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  S t r a u s s  r e c e n t l y  l a i d  o u t  h i s  
v i e w s  i n  a 27-page p a p e r  s u b m i t t e d  t o  K o h l . . . .  S t r a u s s  ca l led  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  a t o u g h e r  l i n e  a g a i n s t  t h e  E a s t  b l o c ,  and  advo- 
cated closer t i e s  w i t h  Peking  as  a means o f  n e t t l i n g  t h e  Kremlin.  
H e  a lso f a v o r e d  a f i r m e r  an t i communis t  l i n e  &I L a t i n  America and 
A f r i c a .  

T h e r e  were i n d i c a t i o n s  l a s t  week t h a t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  was a l r e a d y  
b e i n g  f e l t .  S t r a u s s  a i d e s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  Bonn would soon  d r o p  i t s  
l o n g s t a n d i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  l e f t i s t  [ i.e. SWAP01 g u e r r i l l a s  f i g h t i n g  
i n  Namibia and n o r m a l i z e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Sou th  Af r i can -backed  
government  by r e o p e n i n g  a c o n s u l a t e  &I the c a p i t a l  c i t y  o f  
Windhoek. More such  i n i t r a t i v e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  f o l l o w .  I n  the 
meant ime,  S t r a u s s  was c l e a r l y  s a v o r i n g  h i s  new ro le .  R e t u r n i n g  
t o  h i s  home base i n  Munich, he  was g l e e f u l l y  t e l l i n g  f r i e n d s , .  ''1. 
d o n ' t  - care which c h a n c e l l o r  s e r v e s  under  me. I' 

-- 

Strauss  is  a l l e g e d  t o  have  made t h a t  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t  s e v e r a l  times i n  t h e  
pas t .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  C h a n c e l l o r  K o h l  d e c i d e d  on  who was t o  be i n  and o u t  o f  
h i s  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  March 1 8  TIMES o f  London e d i t o r i a l i z e d  a b o u t  Herr 
S t r a u s s ' s  i n f l u e n c e ,  whe the r  e x e r t e d  i n  Bonn or i n  Munich: 

Above a l l  t h e  wor ld  c a n  e x p e c t  a s h i f t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  i n  t h e  t o n e ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  of West German. f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  Herr S t r a u s s  h a s  a 
p a s s i o n a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s . . . .  Changes a re  i n  t h e  
a i r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  a l e s s e n i n g  o f  sympathy f o r  SWAP0 i n  Namibia 
where West Germany i s  a member o f  t h e  f i v e - c o u n t r y  c o n t a c t  qroup 
t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  independence .  T h i s  w o u l a  r e f l e c t  -Her; 
S t r a u s s ' s  view of Africa i n  terms - -  o f  a n  East-West s t r u g g l e  & 
Sou th  Afr ica  as d bulwaTk a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  on the 
c o n t i n e n t .  

- -- 

T h e r e  are  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t i o n s  of  a t o u g h e r  s t a n c e  t o w a r d s  East  
Germany and Herr S t r a u s s  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  push  f o r  a harsher  t o n e  
t o w a r d s  a l l  t h e  communist  world, a l t h o u g h  h e  is too much of a 
r e a l i s t  t o  seek t o  undo t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  a d e c a d e  of 
O s t p o l i t i k .  Such deve lopmen t s  would d o u b t l e s s  be  welcome i n  
Washington and improve r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

Herr S t r a u s s  h a s  t o  d e c i d e  whether  t o  accept Herr K o h l ' s  o f f e r  o f  
a post  i n  Bonn or remain  Pr ime M i n i s t e r  o f  B a v a r i a .  H i s  o u t -  
s t a n d i n g  t a l e n t s  would be  a n  asset  t o  t h e  government ,  h i s  inde-  
p e n d e n t  -- mind and  e x p l o s i v e  temperament  would create  problems, 
a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  d e b a t a b l e  whe the r  h e  would m a k e  l i f e  more 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  C h a n c e l l o r  from i n s i d e  t h e  C a b i n e t  or 
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h u r l i n g  pe r iod ic  t h u n d e r b o l t s  from Munich. P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  Herr 
K o h l  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a huge  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  Herr S t r a u s s  by w i n n i n g  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  so w e l l  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  f a i l e d  so b a d l y .  
au t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  i s  o n l y  r e l a t i v e ,  g i v e n  Herr S t r a u s s ' s  o u t s i z e ,  
i r r e p r e s s i b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  command o v e r  a s i z a b l e  chunk o f  
t h e  c o a l i t i o n  a n d  - h i s  u n s w e r v i n g  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  he knows b e s t .  

P l o t  A g a i n s t  t h e  Pope T h i c k e n s  

A u t h o r i t i e s  i n  F r a n c e  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  suppor ts  t e s t i m o n y  g i v e n  t o  
I t a l i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s  by a T u r k i s h  a s s a s s i n ,  Mehmet A l i  Agca, t h a t  when h e  
t r i e d  t o  k i l l  Pope J o h n  P a u l  I1 o n  May 1 3 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  h e  was a c t i n g  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  
o f  B u l g a r i a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n t s .  

T h e  e v i d e n c e ,  t h o u g h  n o t  c o n c l u s i v e ,  i n c l u d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom a B u l g a r i a n  
o f f i c i a l  who  d e f e c t e d  i n  F r a n c e  i n  J u l y  1981. I f  t r u e ,  i t  r e v e a l s  how i n -  
c r e d i b l y  p a r a n o i c  & S o v i e t s  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t  t h e  impact of J o h n  P a u l  II 
upon t h e i r  s a t e l l i t e  empire--even t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  h e  was a n  
a g e n t  of t h e  U.S. government - -2bigniew B r z e z i n s k i ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r - - i n  a n  
attempt t o  s u b v e r t  P o l a n d .  Reports t h e  NEW YORK TIMES of March 23, 1983: 

-- 

The o f f i c i a l ,  Ordan  M a n t a r o v ,  48  y e a r s  o l d ,  t o l d  F r e n c h  i n t e l -  
l i g e n c e  a g e n t s  t h a t  t h e  p l o t  t o  k i l l  t h e  Pope was d e v i s e d  by t h e  
K.G.B . ,  t h e  S o v i e t  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c y ,  and  by t h e  B u l g a r i a n  
secret  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  many W e s t e r n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s p e c i a l i s t s  con-  
s i d e r  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  Moscow. T h e  p l a n  was drawn up ,  Mr. 
M a n t a r o v  s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  two a g e n c i e s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Pope -- was t h e  k e y s t o n e  - -  o f  a ' U n i t e d  S t a t e s  e f f o r t  t o  s u b v e r t  the P o l i s h  
Government  a n d  move i t  away -- f rom t h e  Communist b l o c . . . .  

M r .  M a n t a r o v ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  who d e f e c t e d  i n  F r a n c e , .  . . [ s a i d  t h a t  
Dimiter Savov,  a top B u l g a r i a n  c o u n t e r i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c i a l ]  t o l d  
him t h a t  i n  1979 t h e  K.G.B. c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Karol 
W o j t y l a  a s  Pope t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e  was e n q i n e e r e d  Zbigniew 
B r z e z i n s k i ,  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r ' s  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a d v i s e r ,  who was 
b o r n  i n  P o l a n d . . . .  The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Pope J o h n  
P a u l  II--made by t h e  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  Bul-  
g a r i a n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M r .  M a n t a r o v ' s  account--= " e l i m i n a t e "  - t h e  Pope, a n d  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  s e c u r i t y  
a g e n c y . .  . . 

-- 
--- 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  s o u r c e s ,  M r .  M a n t a r o v  s a i d . .  . t h a t  when 
u n r e s t  mounted i n  P o l a n d  and  t h e  Pope s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  
o f  P o l i s h  workers t o  o r g a n i z e  i n t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i o n s ,  E a s t e r n  
E u r o p e a n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c i e s  became c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f e a r s  
were cor rec t  a n d  t h e  K.G.B. b e g a n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s e r v i c e  o n  a way t o  e l i m i n a t e  J o h n  P a u l  11. 

B u t  why t h e  a p p a r e n t  S o v i e t  p h o b i a  w i t h  J o h n  P a u l  II? S i m p l y  p u t ,  t h e  
P o p e ' s  g r o w i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  East--much o f  i t  u n r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
p r e s s - - e x t e n d s  f a r  beyond P o l a n d  a n d  e v e n  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union i t s e l f .  Here a r e  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  t h e  a r t i c l e  "The B a t t l e  
Between t h e  K r e m l i n  a n d  t h e  Pope" which  appeared i n  t h e  March 3 0 ,  1983 WALL 
STREET JOURNAL. The a u t h o r  i s  A l e x  A l e x i e v ,  a S o v i e t / E a s t  E u r o p e a n  a f f a i r s  
a n a l y s t  w i t h  t h e  Rand C o r p o r a t i o n .  
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The growing implications of Soviet involvement in the attempt to 
kill the pope should lead us to question what might have 
motivated such a "crime of the century . I # . . .  

From the da of the election of Karol 
opponent. .. . T K s  was mostramatra 
triumphant visit to Poland in June 

- -  it was -ry c ear to Moscow that & had 
Wojtyla d~ ?ope John Paul I1 
to deal with a T r m m E  

,I- demonsztea during his 
of 1979, which Moscow now 

belieies gave rise to Solidarity. Speaking before collective 
Polish audiences numbering some six million, the pope...asserted 
that "no country should ever develop at the cost of another, at 
the cost of enslavement...conquest, outrage, exploitation and 
death." The pontiff's remarks in front of millions of people 
represented an unprecedented challenge the legitimacy of the 
communist system and Soviet interests Eastern Europe. 

While the pope's influence on the events in Poland following his 
visit and until the imposition of martial law is fairly well 
documented, his revitalizing effect on the church in other 
Eastern European countries is less well known. In Czechoslova- 
-, kia for example, the Catholic Church is experiencing a remark- 
able revival which has included widespread underground religious 
life with tens of thousands of participants and a clandestine 
press. 

- 

In Lithuania, a homogeneously Catholic nation with a long record 
of historical and cultural ties with Poland, the election of 
Wojtyla was greeted with elation. The church there has been 
experiencing a dramatic revival since the early 1970's, and has 
emerged as the most militant church in the Soviet Union.... Open 
defiance of the regime through unauthorized religious proces- 
sions, demonstrations and mass petitions of all kinds has become 
commonplace. The pope has firmlyi if quietly, supported the 
Lithuanians' struggle. He has, for example, refused to appoint 
regime-approved church officials, considered collaborators by 
most believers. 

No less troublesome for the Kremlin has been John Paul 11's per- 
ceived impact on the Ukrainian Catholic Church of % Eastern - Rite. The Uniate Church, as it is also known, has for centuries 
commanded the allegiance of the people in the Western Ukraine, 
which was incorporated into the Soviet Union following the Nazi- 
Soviet pact in 1939. As a result, it became an obvious target of 
the Soviet drive to extirpate Ukrainian nationalism and was the 
only church in the Soviet Union to be outlawed outright. Ever 
since that time, the Ukrainian Catholics have been persecuted and 
victimized like no other religious community in the Soviet 
Union.... In the spring of 1980, the pontiff convoked the first 
synod of Uniate bishops, which openly called for the restoration 
of the church.. . . Despite particularly brutal KGB suppression, an 
underground church with as many as 500 priests and 3 bishops is 
reported to be flourishing in the Ukraine. In February 1983 John 
Paul I1 convened another synod of the Uniate bishops and urged 
them to intensify their efforts in connection with the thousandth 
anniversary of Christianity in the Ukraine in 1988. 
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Whi l e  t h e  pope's i n f l u e n c e  h a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  been  s t r o n g e s t  amonq 
t h e  C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  bloc ---- i t  h a s  h a d  much b r o a d e r  r a m i f i l  
c a t i o n s .  3 e m p h a s i z i n q  Europe ' s  common C h r i s t i a n  roots ,  h e  h a s  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t ressed i t s  s p i r i t u a l  u n i t y - - E a s t  and  West--and h a s  
g o n e  beyond- t h a t  t o  a r g u e  f o r  t h e  o p e n i n g  n o t  o n l y  of borders, 
b u t  a l so  o f  ( p o l i t i c a l )  " s y s t e m s . "  I n  a h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
g e s t u r e ,  t h e  pope  h a s  declared t h e  S t s .  C y r i l  a n d  M e t h o d i u s ,  who 
were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  spread of C h r i s t i a n i t y  among t h e  
a n c e s t o r s  of many p r e s e n t - d a y  C a t h o l i c  a n d  Or thodox  S l a v s ,  co- 
p a t r o n  s a i n t s  of Europe  a l o n g  w i t h  S t .  B e n e d i c t ,  - t h u s  symbolical-  

o v e r c o m i n g  the c e n t u r i e s - o l d  East-West d i v i s i o n  of E u r o  e. 
%ee page 11 o f  t h e  December 2 7 ,  1982  PASTOR GENEML'S-REPORT. -5 
I t  s h o u l d  come a s  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  K r e m l i n ' s  a t t i t u d e s  
toward t h e  pope some f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  a n d  close t o  
t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  attempt o n  h i s  l i f e  c o n t i n u e  t o  be u n r e m i t -  
t i n g l y  hos t i l e  and  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l ,  For Moscow, 
John  P a u l  I1 was and  c o n t i n u e s  be much more t h a n  2 n a r r o w  
P o l i s h  problem. The pope o n  h i s  p a r t  r e a l i z e s  c l e a r l y  w h a t  a 
s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  h e  p r e s e n t s  f o r  t h e  Kreml in .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1979  
d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  P o l a n d  h e  t o l d  a n  a u d i e n c e :  " I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  
a r e  people o u t  there who a re  a l r e a d y  h a v i n g  a hard  t i m e  t a k i n g  
t h i s  S l a v i c  pope." Hard enough,  i t  seems, t o  prompt an e x a s p e r -  
a ted  Kreml in  t o  c r y  o u t ,  a s  Henry I1 o n c e  d i d  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Arch- 

" W i l l  n o  o n e  r i d  m e  of t h i s  t u r b u l e n t  b i s h o p  of C a n t e r  b u r y  : 
pr i e s t ? "  

----- ---- 

----- 

Only  t w o  months  f rom now, i n  J u n e ,  t h e  Pope  p a y s  a r e t u r n  v i s i t  t o  h i s  
P o l i s h  homeland.  W i l l  w e  h e a r  y e t  more dramatic c a l l s  f o r  t h e  " s p i r i t u a l  
u n i o n "  o f  E a s t e r n  and  W e s t e r n  Europe?  

--Gene H. Hogberg,  N e w s  Bureau  


