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THE B I G YEAR AHEAD - 

by Herbert  W. Armstrong 

W e  e n t e r  now a new year--and a NEW DECADE--of g rea t  OPPORTUNITY and 
of g r e a t  PROMISE-if w e  ge t  on t h e  b a l l - - a n d  on o u r  knees--and make i t  a 
y e a r  of g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  i n  GOD'S WORK! 

T h i s  may be t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g - - t h e  m o s t  c r u c i a l - - a n d  t h e  MOST WONDER- 
FUL decade i n  the  h i s t o r y  of the  w o r l d .  For i t  i s  now w i t h i n  t h e  r a n g e  of 
P O S S I B I L I T Y  t h a t  o u r  LEADER, J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  may come i n  Supreme POWER AND 
GLORY, making t h e  KINGDOM OF' GOD a REALITY d u r i n g  t h i s  momentous d e c a d e  
of the  ' 8 0 s . '  

T H I N K  OF I T !  

T h a t  i s  now w i t h i n  t h e  realm of  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Think h o w  s w i f t l y  t h e  
decade  o f  t h e  ' 7 0 s  whipped by! I t  now s e e m s  P i k e  no t i m e  a t  a l l !  Y e t  
momentous e v e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  these t e n  y e a r s - - b o t h  i n  t he  w o r l d ,  and  i n  
G O D ' S  WORK! 

I b e l i e v e  God h a s  been  h o l d i n g  up t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  w o r l d  e v e n t s  t o  
g i v e  us  i n  H i s  Work t i m e  t o  f i n i s h  o u r  m i s s i o n .  I h a v e  men t ioned  before ,  
t h a t  i n  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  near f u t u r e ,  when G o d  i s  c u t t i n g  shor t  t h e  GREAT 
TRIBULATION and  t h e  DAY O F  THE LORD i s  due  immedia t e ly  t o  f o l l o w ,  how God 
w i l l  t h e n  HOLD U P  and DELAY p o u r i n g  o u t  t h e  p l a g u e s  o f  t h e  DAY O F  THE LORD 
( R e v .  7 : l - p l u s )  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  s e a l i n g  of t h e  144,OOC and t h e  g r e a t  
i nnumerab le  m u l t i t u d e  i n  a l l  n a t i o n s  are s e a l e d .  I f  God w i l l  c a u s e  d e l a y  
i n  w o r l d  e v e n t s  t h e n ,  H e  may j u s t  as  l i k e l y  have  c a u s e d  d e l a y  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p a s t  decade .  

The Work H e  i s  d o i n g  t h r o u g h  us  w a s  n o t  y e t  f i n i s h e d !  I came t o  a -- 
n a t u r a l  d e a t h  a l m o s t  t w o  y e a r s  ago. My h e a r t  s t o p p e d  c o m p l e t e l y .  There 
was n o  b r e a t h ,  no  pulse- -no  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e .  The n u r s e s  worked over m e  
f u r i o u s l y  I u s i n g  mouth-to-mouth r e s u s c i t a t i o n  and p u s h i n g  h e a v i l y  a n d  
r h y t h m i c a l l y  on my h e a r t .  God b r o u g h t  m e  back - - fo r  d u a l  r e a s o n s :  t o  be 
u s e d  i n  s e t t i n g  H i s  Church and C o l l e g e  back  on t h e  t r a c k ,  and t o  f i n i s h  
t h e  Work to t h e  w o r l d .  

Look a t  what  t h e  l i v i n g  HEAD of  t h i s  Church h a s  done t h r o u g h  m e  s i n c e  
r e s t o r i n g  my l i fe!  T h e  Church h a s  been set back on  t h e  t r a c k  d o c t r i n a l l y ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s u c h  d o c t r i n e s  as t i t h i n g  and  h e a l i n g .  The Church h a s  been  
r e j u v e n a t e d  s p i r i t u a l l y .  The m i n i s t r y  h a s  b e e n  set  back  o n  t h e  t r a c k - -  
s o m e  l i be ra l s ,  m a l c o n t e n t s  and  men n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  w i t h  -- u s  have  l e f t  
o r  been  d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d .  I t  h a s  been  a m a t t e r  of g r e a t  sorrow t o  see 
them go ,  y e t  a greater  sorrow t o  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  cond i t ion - -and  h o p e f u l l y  
and p r a y e r f u l l y  God may work on s o m e ,  b r i n g  them t o  r e p e n t a n c e ,  and  restore 
them i n  o u r  m i d s t .  
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The c o l l e g e  h a s  been s t a r t e d  a l l  over  aga in  f r o m  scratch--freshman 
c l a s s  o n l y ,  e x c e p t  f o r  r e t a i n i n g  s o m e  l o y a l  s t u d e n t s  who wanted t o  con- 
t i n u e  and graduate .  Now i t  i s  t h e  same Ambassador College i t  w a s  m o r e  
than  t e n  y e a r s  ago--GOD'S College. It  w a s  t hen ,  and is a g a i n ,  t h e  ONLY 
c o l l e g e ,  s o  f a r  as I know, FULLY ACCREDITED--by GOD. My son and those  
then  around him wanted t h e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  of S a t a n ' s  wor ld .  G e t t i n g  r i d  
of  P H D s  and o t h e r s  from t h i s  w o r l d ' s  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and t h e i r  ' ' t enu re"  
c o n t r a c t s  c o s t  t h e  Work TWO MILLION DOLLARS--but w a s  WELL SPENT! Othe r  
p o l i c F e s  UNAUTHORIZED and w i t h o u t  a u t h o r i t y  from m e  o r  t h e  Board, have 
cost  t h e  Work a n o t h e r  $ 2  m i l l i o n .  

The PLAIN TRUTH has  been set back on t h e  t rack--and now look  forward 
t o  a g r e a t  growth t h i s  yea r !  

For t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  what has  been c a l l e d  "HEADQUARTERS"--the s t a f f  
a t  Pasadena, and t h e  Pasadena and a d j a c e n t  area membership--was t h e  one 
g r e a t e s t  HEADACHE! I t  w a s  w e l l  s p i c e d  w i t h  ma lcon ten t s ,  l i b e r a l s ,  ''mem- 
b e r s "  and m i n i s t e r s  whose minds and h e a r t s  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  resentment ,  
b i t t e r n e s s ,  d i s l o y a l t y ,  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. Many 
i n  o t h e r  areas around t h e  world neve r  d i d  r e a l i z e  t h e  i n r o a d s  Sa tan  had 
made r i g h t  a t  C h r i s t ' s  HEADQUARTERS! But JESUS CHRIST b rough t  m e  back 
t o  l i f e  t o  CLEAN UP " t h a t  m e s s "  ( a s  some malcontents  s n e e r i n g l y  c a l l e d  
it) a t  "HEADQUARTERS"! Pasadena i s  l i k e  a t o t a l l y  DIFFERENT PLACE today! 
Now t h e r e  i s  P E A C E - - J O Y - - U N I T Y - - e n t h u s i a s m - - l o y a l t y - - T O G E T H E ~ E S S !  A 
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s p i r i t  and atmosphere pervades  t h e  Pasadena campus 
today. 

B i b l e  Study a t t e n d a n c e  had drcpped t o  a t r i c k l e ,  and Sabbath 
a t t endance  w a s  shockingly  down. Now t h e  aud i to r ium i s  w e l l  f i l l e d  both  
F r iday  n i g h t s  and Sabbath ,  b e s i d e  t h e  I m p e r i a l  gym. 

Th i s  p a s t  y e a r  s a w  c r a s h i n g  down on t h a t  campus S a t a n ' s  "trump card ' '  
- -h i s  b i g  blow t o  d e s t r o y  God's Church and Co l l ege ,  through t h e  power of 
s ta te  government. We are n o t  out from under t h a t  foreboding  c l o u d  y e t  
--but i t  i s  "on t h e  back burner"--so t o  speak ,  now, and t h e  s t a t u s  quo i s  
a l lowing  G O D ' S  WORK TO SURGE FORWARD I N  THE GREATEST THRUST S O  FAR! 

Y e s ,  w e  have s u f f e r e d  S a t a n ' s  p e r s e c u t i o n  and e f f o r t s  t o  DESTROY t h e  
Work of t h e  l i v i n g  GOD, through J e s u s  C h r i s t ' s  guidance and power, and 
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  made marvelous s t r i d e s  du r ing  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  i n  s e t t i n g  
OURSELVES back on t h e  t rack- -a  cocking of t h e  gun, a s  i t  w e r e ,  t o  t r i g g e r  
t h e  MOST POWERFUL LEAP AHEAD s i n c e  t h i s  Work s t a r t e d  i n  1933: 

HOW WE SHOULD THANK AND PRAISE GOD! H e  h a s  s u r e l y  been w i t h  u s ,  
p r o t e c t e d  u s ,  b l e s t  us! 

Th i s  h a s  been a y e a r  of weather ing  S a t a n ' s  m i g h t i e s t  blows-- 
a l m o s t  t u r n i n g  t h e  headquar t e r s  a r e a  i n t o  l i b e r a l i s m ,  lukewarmness, 
d i v i s i o n ,  and hopelessness--as  w e l l  as dimming t h e  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  close- 
n e s s  t o  C h r i s t  and t o  God, and a g e n e r a l  lukewarmness i n  t h e  WHOLE CHURCH 
--and C h r i s t  H i m s e l f  h a s  s t a r t e d  t h e  WHOLE CHURCH s u r g i n g  back i n t o  c l o s e -  
n e s s  t o  H i m ,  i n t o  hope, u n i t y ,  and en thus iasm and s p i r i t u a l  INTEREST i n  
t h e  Work. 

I n  a word, it has  been a y e a r  of weather ing  t h e  s t o r m  n o t  o n l y ,  b u t  
PREPARING ALL O F  U S  S O  THAT CHRIST CAN USE U S  I N  THE F I N A L  THRUST TO 
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FINISH G O D ' S  WORK I N  A BLAZE O F  SUCCESS! The new ENTHUSIASM i s  con tag ious  
--and t h e  whole Church i s  c a t c h i n g  it! 

The year--and t h e  decade of t h e  '70s--ended w i t h  t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  
s i n g l e  e v e n t  i n  t h e  Work so f a r - - t h e  c a r r y i n g  of  t h e  GOOD NEWS of t h e  
coming KINGDOM OF GOD i n t o  Communist China--to those now e d u c a t i n g ,  molding 
t h e  t h i n k i n g  of A FOURTH O F  EARTH'S POPULATION! W e  reached  t h o s e  who are 
making themselves  RESPONSIBLE f o r  t h e  t h i n k i n g  and b e l i e f s  of ONE B I L L I O N  
PEOPLE ! 

W e  h a v e n ' t  even s t a r t e d  t~ t u r n  t h a t  b i l l i o n  people  i n t o  conve r t ed  
c h i l d r e n  of God. God h a s  n o t  c a l l e d  us t o  do t h a t .  WE HAVE done what 
God c a l l e d  us  t o  do--del ivered t h e  Xessage t h a t  w a s  C h r i s t ' s  Gospel AS A 
WITNESS t o  t h o s e  G o d  h o l d s  RESPONSIBLE f o r  t h e  b e l i e f s  o f  one- four th  of  
a l l  t h e  people  on e a r t h !  

And now t h e  door  h a s  been opened by C h r i s t  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  Message 
i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  nation--where,  a l so ,  t h e  few LEADERS a t  Moscow 
are RESPONSIBLE f o r  t h e  b e l i e f s  of a lmost  300 m i l l i o n  peop le  i n  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union 1 

Y e s ,  God brought  m e  back from dea th  FOR A PURPOSE--and t h e  l i v i n g  
CHRIST i s  b r i n g i n g  t o  f r u i t i o n  t h a t  PURPOSE! 

HOW NEAR TO F I N I S H I N G  THE WORK? 

Now j u s t  where are w e ,  i n  terms of F I N I S H I N G  t he  Work C h r i s t  is 
us ing  u s  i n  doing? 

J u s t  HOW do w e  go abou t  MEASURING how f a r  God expects HIS WORK, NOW, 
t o  go? D o e s  H e  e x p e c t  us  t o  r each  EVERY LAST SINGLE PEQSON on e a r t h  w i t h  
t h e  KINGDOM OF GOD Message? O f  c o u r s e  not!  Then how many? 1%, lo%, 5 0 %  
o r  more? I t h i n k  Jesus Himself showed us! - -- 

W e  a r e  "sowing t h e  seed"  and t h e  s e e d  i s  " t h e  Word"--in o u r  case 
today ,  t h e  Gospel o f  t h e  Kingdom of God. I n  t h e  p a r a b l e  o f  sowing, o r  
s p r e a d i n g  t h e  Gospel ,  by f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  "seed"  f e l l  by 
t h e  wayside.  "Those by t h e  wayside a r e  they  t h a t  h e a r  (o r  see i n  p r i n t ) ;  
t hen  cometh t h e  d e v i l  and t a k e t h  away t h e  word o u t  of t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  l e s t  
they  shou ld  b e l i e v e  and be  saved" ( L u k e  8:12) Matthew's v e r s i o n  h a s  
t h e  same. I n  o t h e r  words,  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  number h e a r  o r  see t h e  Word 
--hear p a r t ,  perhaps  on ly  30 o r  6 0  seconds of a b r o a d c a s t  o r  t e l e c a s t - -  
have no i n t e r e s t  as soon as they  see i t  i s  about  t h e  B i b l e ,  t u r n  away. 
Or, t hey  p i c k  up a sample copy of  t h e  PT on a newsstand,  and as  soon as 
they  see it i s  concerned w i t h  r e l i g i o n ,  p u t  it back. BUT THE SEED WAS 
SOWN. I n  such  cases w e  have done what G o d  expec ted  of us .  

Those on the s t o n y  p l a c e s  have no root--t-he s e e d  cannot  t a k e  r o o t  o r  
grow. 
b a p t i z e d ,  b u t  t h e  c a r e s  and i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  wor ld ,  o r  j e a l o u s y ,  envy,  
r e sen tmen t ,  e n t e r  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  and they  l e a v e ,  

Those among t h e  t h o r n s  may become i n t e r e s t e d ,  even r e p e n t  and be 

I t  i s  o n l y  t h e  v e r y  smallest  pe rcen tage  t h a t  remain,  b e a r i n g  f r u i t ,  
and s h a l l  e n t e r  God's Kingdom. 

Now w e  have found, through 46 years e x p e r i e n c e ,  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  
b r o a d c a s t e r s  a l l  ag ree - - tha t  every  r e q u e s t  r e c e i v e d  f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  
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o f f e r e d  on r a d i o  or  TV r e p r e s e n t s  1 , 0 0 0  who a c t u a l l y  hea rd  p a r t  o r  a l l  
of t h e  b roadcas t .  And, a f t e r  each y e a r ,  each  subscriber t o  The PT 
r e p r e s e n t s  50 who l i s t e n e d ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s u b s c r i b e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t he  
c i r c u l a t i o n  i s  2% of t h e  number reached on t h e  a i r  du r ing  a y e a r .  

Using t h e s e  t r i e d  and t e s t e d  f i g u r e s ,  w e  may a s s e s s  something of t h e  
number w e  have a c t u a l l y  reached.  

Remember , w e  a r e  n o t  commissioned t o  convince and c o n v e r t  m e m b e r s - -  
b u t  o n l y  t o  proclaim--or announce--the coming Kingdom of  God AS A WITNESS. 

W e  a r e  now i n  t h e  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n .  How many who w e r e  h e a r i n g  t h e  
Message a t  age 7 0 ,  back i n  January  1 9 3 4 ,  have s i n c e  d i ed?  And o f  c o u r s e  
they  have been r e p l a c e d  by o t h e r s  r each ing  t h e i r  t e e n s  o r  t w e n t i e s  who 
might b e  l i s t e n e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  46  y e a r s  s i n c e .  

Our records show t h a t  i n  t h a t  4 6  y e a r s ,  approximately 1 2  M I L L I O N ,  
worldwide, have f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  r e q u e s t e d  l i t e r a t u r e - - t h e  P T ,  o r  a 
b o o k l e t ,  book, o r  Correspondence Course. Now of n e c e s s i t y  t h e r e  h a s  t o  
be s o m e  d u p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e .  About 2 m i l l i o n  of t h o s e w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by 
o t h e r  o f f i c e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  U . S .  I F  t h e r e  w e r e  no d u p l i c a t i o n ,  t h e n  w e  would 
have reached  some TEN B I L L I O N  i n  t h e  U . S .  a lone .  I n  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  h a s  been perhaps 440 m i l l i o n  who could  have been reached  i f  w e  
reached  everybody. 

But even a l lowing  l i b e r a l l y  for d u p l i c a t i o n ,  w e  have t o  conclude 
t h a t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  G o d  r e q u i r e s ,  w e  s u r e l y  have reached  t o  some e x t e n t  
about  85% of t h o s e  15 or  o l d e r  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S ta tes .  

On t h e  s a m e  b a s i s  I would e s t i m a t e  w e  have reached  35% or  4 0 %  i n  
Br i ta in- -perhaps  15% t o  2 0 %  i n  Germany, F rance ,  Hol land ,  Belgium, and 
perhaps  5% t o  1 0 %  i n  such c o u n t r i e s  a s  t h e  Scandinavian  c o u n t r i e s .  

W e  have ,  on t h e  s a m e  bas i s ,  reached 3 5 8 ,  o r  40% i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  and 
i n  The P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and perhaps 15% o r  2 0 %  i n  South A f r i c a .  A smaller 
pe rcen tage  i n  o t h e r  coun t r i e s - -ye t  w e  have m e m b e r s  i n  I n d i a ,  South- 
e a s t e r n  A s i a ,  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A f r i c a  and South A m e r i c a .  

HOW FAR does God e x p e c t  H i s  Work t o  go? A s  a w i t n e s s ,  o n l y ,  now 
t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  opened t h e  doors t o  China and Russ i a ,  I would say  H e  
might b r i n g  t h i s  Work t o  a close w i t h i n  a ve ry  few y e a r s ,  v e r y  l i k e l y  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  t h e  decade w e  now are e n t e r i n g !  

WE NEED TO WAKE U P !  I t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  LATER THAN WE T H I N K !  Our 
BIGGEST J O B ,  from now on ,  i s  t o  b e  s u r e  WE, OURSELVES, GET CLOSER TO 
JESUS C H R I S T  AND TO GOD! 

S o  PRAY f o r  a l l  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  and a l l  t h e  Brethren--as  I do re- 
p e a t e d l y  and d a i l y !  Pray f o r  m e ,  and t h o s e  a t  Pasadena. W e  are def -  
i n i t e l y  on t h e  LAST LAP of t h e  race--probably on t h e  HOME STRETCH. Give 
THANKS TO GOD! Keep p r a y i n g ,  "THY KINGDOM COME: I' 
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S I G M I F  I CANT NEW - DEVELOPMENTS 

by H e r b e r t  W. Armstrong 

On Thursday of l a s t  week, one clay too l a t e  f o r  l a s t  w e e k ' s  Repor t ,  
S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  forces s a i d  t o  number 3 0 , 0 0 0  o r  m o r e  t roops,  c ra shed  
across t h e  Afghanis t a n  bo rde r .  

Th i s  h a s  d r a s t i c a l l y  CHANGED t h e  whole p i c t u r e  of t h e  I r a n i a n  
hos t age  s i t u a t i o n .  

Afghanis tan  a d j o i n s  t h e  I r a n  b o r d e r  on t h e  e a s t ,  and t h e  Russ ian  
border on t h e  n o r t h .  The Russian bo rde r  a l so  a d j o i n s  t h e  I r a n  b o r d e r  on 
i t s  n o r t h .  

Some y e a r s  ago I had been i n v i t e d  t o  v i s i t  Afghanis tan  and have a 
p r i v a t e  meet ing wi th  i t s  k ing .  But a m i l i t a r y  coup overthrew t h e  qovern- 
ment t h e r e  b e f o r e  I cou ld  make t h e  t r i p .  Apparent ly  Russian Communists 
were i nvo lved  i n  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  coup, f o r  it appears a Soviet-dominated 
man took ove r  t h e  r u l e .  But a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  Kremlin w a s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
wi th  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  them. A Kremlin-appointee i s  t h e  new Afghanis tan  
head,  though h e  i s  s t i l l  i n  Russia .  The former l e a d e r  was a s s a s s i n a t e d .  

Th i s  b r i n g s  a m o s t  g rave  and s e r i o u s  change i n  U.S.-Soviet r e l a t i o n s .  
P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  used t h e  emergency HOT LINE t o  t a l k  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  M r .  
Brezhnev, and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h a t  t a l k  h e  h a s  g r e a t l y  r e v i s e d  h i s  
a p p r a i s a l  of R u s s i a ' s  i n t e n t i o n s .  Today, J anua ry  2 ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had  
a long  conference  w i t h  l e a d e r s  s f  t h e  Pentagon and t h e  S t a t e  Department,  
and r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e  c a m e  t o  a d e c i s i o n  on a c t i o n  t o  b e  taken--though it 
was r e p o r t e d  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  i s  n o t  cons ide red .  

Now t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s :  HOW LONG b e f o r e  Russian m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  w i l l  
also invade  and TAKE OVER I R A N  ALSO? Local  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  Khomeini 
a r e  s p u t t e r i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of I r a n .  Russ i a  may say  s h e  i s  marching 
i n  t o  s t o p  t h e  c i v i l  w a r  and b r i n g  "peace" i n  I r a n .  

I n  any e v e n t ,  t h i s  b r i n g s  about  a WHOLE NEW BALL GAME, so f a r  a s  
C1.S.-Soviet r e l a t i o n s  are concerned. I t  endangers  t h e  SALT t r e a t y ,  
t h r e a t e n s  NATO, and g i v e s  European n a t i o n s  t h e  f e a r f u l  j i t t e r s - - w i t h  
Soviet-dominated c o u n t r i e s  ON THE VERY EASTERN BORDER O F  WESTERN EUROPE 
NATIONS! I t  i s  even h i n t e d  today t h a t  t h e  OLYMPIC G A P E S  may be boyco t t ed  
by t h e  U . S .  t h i s  coming summer. And P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  ha5 r e c a l l e d  t h e  
U . S .  Ambassador from M o s c o w  t o  f l y  immediately t o  Washington. 

Make no mistake! THIS I S  S E R I O U S L Y  S I G N I F I C A N T !  The n a t i o n s  of  
Europe are going t o  f e e l  a NEW URGENCY t o  speed up p l a n s  f o r  a U N I T E D  
EUROPE, r e s t o r i n g  t h e  medieval  "Holy Roman Empire!" I t  may w e l l  b e  done 
through t h e  P o l i s h  Pope. 

And when THAT happens,  o u r  Work w i l l  be f i n i s h e d ,  and t h e  GREAT 
T R I B U L A T I O N  brought  on! 

Th i s  new development s i n c e  t h e  Report  l a s t  week h a s  suddenly p u t  a 
NEW LOOK on t h e  e n t i r e  world s i t u a t i o n . '  
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TIME I S  SHORT! I t  may now RAPIDLY g r o w  SHORTER! W e  must  work  w i t h  
a l l  ou r  migh t  t o  g e t  God's C h u r c h  READY.' Now i s  t h e  t i m e  f o r  earnest ,  
p r e v a i l i n g  PRAYER as never  before! 

WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GQD 
WOALDHEADQUARTERS 

PASADENA CALIFORNIA 91123 

HERBERT w ARMSTRONG 
Presldent and Paslor D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  1 9 7 9  

T O  A L L  D E P A R T M E N T  M A N A G E R S  
A N D  A L L  E M P L O Y E E S :  

As  o f  t h i s  d a t e ,  1 am s u s p e n d i n g  a l l  
e m p l o y m e n t ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  a n  b e n e f i t  
p o l i c i e s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  E m p l o y e e  R e l a t i o n s  
P o l i c y  M a n u a l ,  p e n d i n g  s t u d y  o f  s a m e .  T h e s e  
w e r e  a l l  p r o p o s e d  w i t h o u t  m y  k n o w l e d g e  o r  
a u t h o r i t y .  

T h e  same a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  E m p l o y e e  B e n e f i t  
M a n u a l s .  

T h e s e  p o l i c i e s  w e r e  n e v e r  a u t h o r i z e d  
o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  m e  o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  
a n d  w e r e  o n l y  d i s c o v e r e d  b y  m e  t o d a y .  N o  
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o n e  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  s e t  p o l i c i e s  
i n  e i t h e r  t h e  C h u r c h  o r  C o l l e g e  e x c e p t  
m y s e l f  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s .  

P r e s  i d e n  t 

FROM M I N I S T E R I A L  SERVICES 

Pastor General's H o t l i n e  Tape ____ 

S e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s  have n o t  been c a l l i n g  i n  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  P a s t o r  
G e n e r a l ' s  H o t l i n e  t a p e .  Some have n o t  c a l l e d  a t  a l l  s i n c e  t h e  F e a s t  of 
Tabernac les .  The Pastor G e n e r a l ' s  H o t l i n e  i s  a synops i s  of  t h e  l a t e s t  
news from M r .  Armstrong and Pasadena and i s  something t h a t  d e f i n i t e l y  
should  be  u t i l i z e d  by eve ry  P a s t o r .  W e  a l l  should  r e a l i z e  t h a t  M r .  
Armstrong i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  H o t l i n e  t a p e  f o r  a reason-- to  keep t h e  m i n i s t r y  
informed--and w e  should  a l l  make use  of i t  f o r  t h a t  purpose.  

Many men have even made a p r a c t i c e  of r eco rd ing  t h e  t a p e  so t h a t  i t  can 
be p layed  i n  s e r v i c e s  o r  i n  B i b l e  Study f o r  t h e  b r e t h r e n  t o  b e  k e p t  
informed o n t h e  l a t e s t  news of  t h e  Work. M r .  Armstrong has  i n s t i t u t e d  
t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  Pasadena Churches. P rope r ly  i n t r o d u c e d  and p o s i -  _-- 
t i v e l y  approached, t h e  t a p e s  can b e  a sou rce  of  tremendous encouragement 
and w i l l  enhance t h e  en thus iasm and exc i tement  t h e  b r e t h r e n  have about  the 
Work. 

- - _ _ - -  

This  g r e a t  Work of  God i s  t h e  m o s t  impor t an t  t h i n g  i n  o u r  l i v e s ,  A s  God's 
people  w e  devote  a l l  o u r  e n e r g i e s  and e f f o r t s  t o  i t .  The m i n i s t r y  and 
b r e t h r e n  a l i k e  are d e s i r o u s  t o  h e a r  what i s  happening, and Mr. Armstrong 
has  provided  t h e  P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  H o t l i n e  as a means of making t h i s  
i n fo rma t ion  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  L e t ' s  a l l  -- n o t  - f a i l  t o  __I t a k e  advantage of 
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  inform o u r s e l v e s ,  as w e l l  as God's peop le ,  of  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of God's Work. 

--Joe Tkach 

MAIL COMMENTS 

I n  t h i s  week's comments w e  a r e  i n c l u d i n g  l e t t e r s  of con t inu ing  s u p p o r t  
€ o r  M r .  Armstrong, a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  Y . O . U .  and Y.E.S. and g r a t i t u d e  f o r  
b i b l i c a l  i n s i g h t  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  Ambassador Col lege  B i b l e  Correspondence 
Course. 

Support  f o r  M r .  Armstrong Continues 
- - M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

I a m  a 1 9 7 3  g radua te  of Ambassador Col lege  i n  Big Sandy. I am 30 
y e a r s  o l d  and am mar r i ed  t o  a 1 9 7 1  g radua te  and have two s o n s ,  ages  
3% and 53. W e  are i n  God's Church i n  Kalamazoo, Yichigan.  
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My f a m i l y  i s  b e h i n d  you i n  e v e r y  way and w i s h  t o  t h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  
unwavering d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h i s  g r e a t  commission God h a s  c a l l e d  you t o .  
I t  i s  a c o n s t a n t  s o u r c e  of encouragement  when a man of y o u r  age  
c o n t i n u e s  on f i g h t i n g  d a i l y  f o r  God ' s  T r u t h .  

I a w a i t  your  le t ters .  They are f a c t u a l ,  f r i g h t e n i n g ,  and  s o o t h i n g  
a l l  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  Those let ters p r o v e  t o  m e  y o u r  a p o s t l e s h i p  
b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  c l a r i t y  and  wisdom. 

- - M r s .  D a n i e l  E r i c k s o n  (Paw P a w ,  M I )  

We are very t h a n k f u l  t o  Jesus C h r i s t  for u s i n g  you t o  wake us  up 
and s e t  H i s  Church back  on t h e  t r a c k !  How g r e a t  i t  i s  t o  have  and  
know t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  b e h i n d  H i s  Church and e a c h  of  us  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
once  a g a i n .  The re  i s  s u c h  a b i g  d i f f e r e n c e  f r o m  a y e a r  ago .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  S t e v e  Book (Canon C i t y ,  CO) 

I c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why some p e o p l e  want  Mr. Armstrong t o  e n t e r t a i n  
r o y a l t y  i n  a g r e a s y  spoon c a f e .  Whenever a t h o u g h t  o f  c r i t i c i s m  
c r o p s  up i n  a p e r s o n ' s  mind a g a i n s t  t h e  v e r y  a p o s t l e  t h a t  God 
a p p o i n t e d ,  t h a t  a t t i t u d e  does  n o t  come from God and  s h o u l d  be 
r e p e n t e d  o f .  Our b a t t l e s  are a g a i n s t  S a t a n .  

- - M r s .  C lyd  Hol le r  ( S t e l l a ,  MO) 

I f i r s t  of a l l  must t h a n k  you f o r  t h e  i n s p i r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  you have  
g i v e n  i n  a w o r l d  which i s  r a p i d l y  f a l l i n g  a round  o u r  ears .  I h a v e  
been a member of  t h e  Church of  God f o r  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a y e a r ,  and  i n  
t h a t  t i m e  you have  shown an example of h i g h  honor  and couraqe  i n  t h e  
f a c e  of ex t r eme  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I admire  you g r e a t l y  f o r  y o u r  f a i t h ,  
your  e n d u r a n c e  and t h e  love you e x h i b i t  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r s  and  broad-  
cast .  I t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  you have  p r o v i d e d  
f o r  us  i n  t h e s e  l a s t  days  and I know t h a t  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t ' s  h e l p  t h i s  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  u n t i l  H i s  r e t u r n .  

- - D o r i s  Penney ( P a r a d i s e ,  Newfoundland) 

The t r i a l s  you have  been  p a s s i n q  t h r o u g h  are  p roof  t o  m e  t h a t  you 
are G o d ' s  man. N o  man c o u l d  have c a r r i e d  t h i s  l o a d  w i t h o u t  God ' s  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s p i r i t .  

- -Char l e s  T .  Smith ( B u r n t  P r a i r i e ,  IL) 

J u s t  a s h o r t  n o t e  t o  l e t  you k n o w  my p r a y e r s  d a i l y  a s k  t h e  G r e a t  
C r e a t o r  God t o  f u l l y  b l e s s  you p h y s i c a l l y ,  m e n t a l l y ,  and  s p i r i t u a l i y  
as  you c o n t i n u e  t h e  commission of p r e p a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  
of the c o n q u e r i n g  Jesus C h r i s t .  I a m  sure t h a t  y o u r  w i t n e s s  t o  the  
w o r l d  and t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  d e c l i n e  of t r u e  Israel  are s i g n s  t h a t  w e  are  
so close t o  t h e  Great  T r i b u l a t i o n .  

--Edmund Lombard ( S y r a c u s e ,  NY) 

A p p r e c i a t i o n  E x p r e s s e d  - for Y.O.U./Y.E.S. ___- 

I a m  v e r y  happy and t h a n k f u l  for Y,G.U, I t  h a s  q r e a t l y  b e n e f i t e d  
my f r i e n d s  and m e .  I am glad t h a t  God i s  b l e s s i n q  Y . 0 . C ' .  H e  h a s  
e s p e c i a l l y  b l e s s e d  t h e  l o c a l  cshaDter i n  nv area. W e  have a l l  grown 
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i n d i v i d u a l l y  and t o g e t h e r .  Y.O.U. h a s  h e l p e d  t o  b u i l d  many f r i e n d -  
s h i p s  which are v e r y  close. Thank you v e r y  much f o r  a l l  t h e  h e l p  
you have  g i v e n  Y . O . U .  

--Debra P a p u l a  (Alamogordo, NM) 

M r .  Armst rong ,  I t h a n k  you f o r  b e i n g  b e h i n d  Y . O . U .  I t a l k e d  t o  a 
woman a t  t h e  F e a s t  who t o l d  u s ,  "You k i d s  d o n ' t  know how l u c k y  you 
are. I c a n ' t  h e l p  b u t  t h i n k  i f  Y . O . U .  had  been  a round  when mi7 k i d s  
w e r e  young t h e y  might. s t i l l  be i n  t h e  Church t o d a y . "  I t ' s  h e l p e d  u s  
t o  see t h a t  G o d  does  care a b o u t  u s .  I t ' s  k i n d  of h a r d  f o r  c a r n a l  
minds t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  God cares. 

--Margie Lyons ( B e a t t . y v i l l e ,  K Y )  

W e  i n  V i s a l i a  a re  l o o k i n g  fo rward  t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w e  w i l l  soon  be 
g e t t i n g  t o  h e l p  us  i n  t h e  Y.E.S. classes. 

- - M r .  & M r s .  E a r l  Van W e r t  ( F a r m e r s v i l l e ,  CA) 

Thank you f o r  t h e  Y.E.S. program. I t  i s  t r u l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  u s  d o n ' t  know how. 
W e  need  h e l p .  

- - M r s .  E l a i n e  Townsend ( V i s a l i a ,  CA) 
- _ _ _ _ _ _  

Impact  of B i b l e  Correspondence  Course  

L a s t  y e a r  I took  y o u r  B i b l e  Course  which h a s  changed my l i f e  a round  
more t h a n  words can e x p r e s s .  I t  h a s  g i v e n  m e  an  e n t i r e l y  new look  
and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  as t o  why t h e  w o r l d  is  wha t  i t  i s  t o d a y .  S o  many 
s o - c a l l e d  t r u t h s  I had  l e a r n e d  and a c c e p t e d  i n  my p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  have  
now been  c o m p l e t e l y  c a n c e l l e d  o u t .  Now when a q u e s t i o n  arises I go 
f i r s t  t o  t h e  B i b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  t r u t h .  

- 
--Mrs. J a m e s  F.  Lanning ( M a y s v i l l e ,  KY! 

W e  are on t h e  1 2 t h  l e s s o n  i n  t h e  B i b l e  Course .  S u r e  has  been re- 
ward ing  t o  be able  t o  s t u d y  t h e  B i b l e  by way of t h e  B i b l e  C o u r s e .  
I t  h a s  opened  o u r  minds t o  G o d ' s  way. 

- - M r .  & M r s .  G e r a l d  D, F r y  ( C l a r k s v i l l e ,  AR) 

The l a s t  l e s s o n ,  number 1 2 ,  i s  t o p s .  Very i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  h e l p f u l .  
Bu t  I ' m  n o t  t o o  s o l d  on t h e  seven  a n n u a l  S a b b a t h s .  

- -E ina r  J. Anderson ( H e n d e r s o n v i l l e ,  NC) 

Your Correspondence  Course  i s  t h e  bes t  I have  e v e r  s e e n  and  Lesson  
Number 6 i s  e s p e c i a l l y  o u t s t a n d i n g .  I t  g i v e s  t h e  bes t  i n s t r u c t i o n  
on "What i s  h e l l ? "  t h a t  I have  e v e r  r e a d .  Thank you so much. 

- -Robert  Browning, S r .  ( P i t m a n ,  N J )  

The Ambassador College B i b l e  Correspondence  Course  i s  h e l p i n g  m e  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d .  My mother  a lways  used  t o  s a y  " w i t h  a l l  t h e  knowledge 
you are l e a r n i n g ,  s e e k  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . "  The d e v i l  is a lways  busy  
t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  e d u c a t i o n  from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  God's l a w s  and  H i s  
way of l i f e .  C a r r y  on .  

- - M r -  W.  Browne ( S i l v e r  S p r i n g s ,  MD) 
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ON THE WORLD SCENE 

SOVIETS " I N V I T E  THEMSELVES'' I N T O  AFGHANISTAN: I n  a c a r e f u l l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d  
p l a n  of a t t s . c k ,  t h e  S o v i e t  Union h a s  poured  up t o  5 0 , 0 0 0  t r o o p s  i n t o  
n e i g h b o r i n g  A f g h a n i s t a n .  On Thursday  l a s t  week, advance  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  
i n v a s i o n  force,  a r r i v i n g  i n  a 72-hour- long,  round- the -c lock  a i r l i f t ,  
e n g i n e e r e d  a government  coup,  i n s t a l l i n g  Babrak K a r m a l  a s  t h e  new p r e s -  
i d e n t .  

K a r m a l  w a s  hand-picked by t h e  Kremlin t o  r e p l a c e  H a f i z u l l a h  Amin, an 
ear l ie r  p r o - S o v i e t  p u p p e t  who w a s  u n a b l e  t o  s t e m  an t i -gove rnmen t  f o r c e s  
i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ' s  rugged  h i n t e r l a n d s .  Amin w a s  o u s t e d  and e x e c u t e d .  Then, 
i n  an a c t i o n  r e m i n i c e n t  o f  t h e  R e d  Army's i n v a s i o n  of C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  i n  
1 9 6 8 ,  K a r m a l  a l l e g e d l y  c a l l e d  upon t h e  S o v i e t s  f o r  u r g e n t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
p r e s e r v e  h i s  r u l e .  I n  f a k e d  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  r ema in ing  4 0 , 0 0 0  S o v i e t  t r o o p s ,  
who had  been  p o i s e d  n o r t h  of t h e  Soviet-Afghan b o r d e r ,  s to rmed  i n .  Accord- 
i n g  t o  t e r m s  of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "Brezhnev d o c t r i n e ' '  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
o b l i g a t e s  i t s e l f  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  " i r r e v e r s i b l e  g a i n s "  of s o c i a l i s m  where- 
e v e r  t h e y  are t h r e a t e n e d .  

Immedia te ly  a f t e r  K a r m a 1  a l l e g e d l y  t o o k  o v e r ,  X r .  "Brezhnev  s e n t  him a 
t e l e g r a m ,  c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  him on  h i s  " e l e c t i o n "  and  w i s h i n g  him " b i g  
s u c c e s s e s ' '  i n  h i s  new role .  J u s t  how c y n i c a l  t h i s  w a s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e  l a tes t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  K a r m a l  h a s  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d  i n  Kabul f r o m  h i s  
e x i l e  i n  t h e  U.S.S.R. I t  i s  known t h a t  h i s  p l e a  f o r  h e l p  w a s  p r e -  
r e c o r d e d  and b r o a d c a s t  f rom i n s i d e  t h e  S o v i e t  -__I Union!! 

C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ' s  newspaper  __ Rude Pravo, i n  P r a g u e ,  s a i d  of t h e  K r e m l i n ' s  
move: "The S o v i e t  Union a c t e d  i n  t h e  best t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  s p i r i t  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o l i d a r i t y  among r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  f o r c e s ,  as  
a g e n u i n e  f r i e n d  of t h e  Afghan p e o p l e , "  The Kremlin i t s e l f  j u s t i f i e d  i t s  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  of i t s  1 9 7 5  " p e a c e  and f r i e n d s h i p "  t r e a t y  w i t h  
A f g h a n i s t a n .  It blamed the u n r e s t  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n  on Chinese  " i m p e r i a l i s m "  
and ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  C I A .  

I t  i s  no  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  b l a t a n t  S o v i e t  i n c u r s i o n  i n t o  A f g h a n i s t a n  
h a s  o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  I r a n  i s  showing s i g n s  of  d i s s o l u t i o n .  K h o n e i n i ' s  
f r a c t u r e d  c o u n t r y  i s  f a l l i n g  a p a r t  and t h e  S o v i e t s  wan t  t o  b e  i n  p o s i t i o n  
t o  p i c k  up s o m e  of  t h e  p i e c e s .  

Even m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  A f g h a n i s t a n  r e p r e s e n t s  f o r  t h e  S o v i e t s  key real  
es ta te  n e c e s s a r y  t o  implement  a g i a n t  p i n c e r  p l a n  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n c i r c l e  
t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf  o i l  r e s e r v e s ,  t h e  o i l  l i f e l i n e  o f  t h e  f ree  wor ld .  

The C h i n e s e  news agency  Xinhua r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c u r s i o n  w a s  p a r t  of 
S o v i e t  s t r a t e g y  t o  s e i z e  o i l - p r o d u c i n g  areas ,  c o n t r o l  sea l a n e s  and  o u t -  
f l a n k  Europe ,  t h u s  p o s i n g  "a  g r a v e  t h r e a t  t o  p e a c e  and  s e c u r i t y  i n  A s i a  
and t h e  whole w o r l d . "  

S o v i e t  c o n t r o l  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  would e x t e n d  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  t o  w i t h i n  359 
m i l e s  of t h e  Arab ian  Sea .  B y  u s i n g  Afghan bases, S o v i e t  a i r c r a f t  c o u l d  
r e a c h  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  Hormuz--the v i t a l  " c h o k e p o i n t "  f o r  oil moving from 
t h e  P e r s i a n  Gulf i n t o  t h e  Arabian  Sea--and remain on s t a t i o n  t h e r e  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  30 m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  h a v i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  base,  

The l a t e s t  S o v i e t  a c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  that Moscow i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  
w h a t e v e r  s t e p s  a p p e a r  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  f o o t h o l d  i n  A f g h a n i s t a n ,  
which had  r e c e n t l y  been  on shaky ground w i t h  t h e  i n e f f e c t i v e  Amin. The 
lesson i s ,  r e p o r t s  N e w  R e p u b l i c  magazine,  t h a t  "power c o u n t s ,  and t h e  
S o v i e t  Union i s  w i l l i n g  t o  u s e  i t ."  
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Afghanis tan i s  c r u c i a l  n o t  on ly  f o r  i t s  nea rness  t o  Mideast  o i l - - o r  even 
i t s  own o i l  p o t e n t i a l ,  cons ide red  by s o m e  Soviet  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  b e  f o r m i -  
dab le .  The Soviet  Union h a s  viewed t h e  t e r r i t o r y  Afghanis tan  as  a key 
t o  i t s  ambi t ions  f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  The czars of t h e  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  C e n t u r i e s  
looked southward g r e e d i l y  w i t h  an eye toward g a i n i n g  access t o  w a r m - w a t e r  
p o r t s  on t h e  subcon t inen t .  " I t  w a s  t h e  main preoccupat ion  of B r i t i s h  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  Afqhan f l a n k s  a g a i n s t  Russian 
d e s i g n s , "  accord ing  t o  one European d ip lomat .  Now -- t h e  S o v i e t s  -- a r e  i n  
p o s i t i o n  - t o  c o n t r o l  - t h e  v i t a l  Khyber Pass and o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c  l a n d  r o u t e s .  

The S o v i e t  t akeove r  n a t u r a l l y  s e n t  shockwaves tb.roughout t h e  Middle and 
Near E a s t .  A U P 1  d i s p a t c h  from B e i r u t  no ted  t h a t  s i x  Middle E a s t  n a t i o n s  
denounced S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M o s l e m  Afghanis tan  as a t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  s t r a t e g i c  o i l -p roduc ing  r eg ion .  "The e a r t h  i s  
shaking  under t h e i r  f e e t , "  a Lebanese newspaper s a i d  of t h e  f e a r  by 
Moslem n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  petroleum g i a n t  Saudi  Arabia .  

T o  t h e  east  of Afghanis tan ,  t h e  r u l e r s  of P a k i s t a n  a r e  ex t remely  nervous.  
'We have wi tnes sed  t h e  s a t e l l i t i z a t i o n  of what was once an independent  
b u f f e r  s t a t e , "  a s e n i o r  P a k i s t a n  government sou rce  summed up. P a k i s t a n i s  
f e a r  t h a t  i f  t h e  S o v i e t s  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  Afghan i s t an ,  t hey  
can beg in  t o  e x p l o i t  e t h n i c  s p l i t s  a l r e a d y  s t r a i n i n g  P a k i s t a n ' s  u n i t y .  
Pushtu-speaking t r ibesmen i n  north-western P a k i s t a n  and e a s t e r n  Afghanis tan  
have long dreamed of  t h e i r  own independent  s t a t e  o f  " P u s h t u n i s t a n ,  I' w h i l e  
Baluchis  i n  wes tern  P a k i s t a n  have n u r t u r e d  s i m i l a r  d e s i r e s  of j o i n i n g  
t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  i n  sou the rn  Afghanis tan and e a s t e r n  I r a n  t o  form an inde-  
pendent  Baluchi  s t a n .  

Indeed,  MOSCOW'S new man i n  Kabul, K a r m a l ,  i n  one of h i s  f i r s t  speeches ,  
c a l l e d  on "our  b r o t h e r l y  Pakhtoon and Buluch people  t o  take a d e c i s i o n "  
about  t h e i r  d e s t i n y .  Th i s  w a s  an appa ren t  r e i t e r a t i o n  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
Afghan c l a i m  t o  speak on beha l f  of  Pakhtoon and Baluch e t h n i c  groups 
l i v i n g  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  Afghan-Pakistan bo rde r .  

I s r ae l i  newspapers,  accord inq  t o  a U P 1  d i s n a t c h  from T e l  Aviv,  viewed 
t h e  e v e n t s  i n  Afghanis tan  a s - a  d e c i s i v e  t e s t  of U.S. a b i l i t y  t o  reassert 
i t s  weight  i n  world a f f a i r s .  

"Russial ~- who -~ i s  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  crisis i n  Tehran, i s  simply s p i t t i n g  -- i n  t h e  
f a c e  of t h e  Americans and,  under t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s  no th ing  w i l l  save  
t h e  United S t a t e s  u n l e s s  i t  a c t u a l l y  u s e s  t h e  power it h a s , "  t h e  newspaper 
Yedioth Ahronoth s a i d  e d i t o r i a l l y .  

-I- 

"I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Car te r  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  accept 
L 

t h e  p re sence  o f  S o v i e t  t r o o p s  i n  Afghanis tan  w i t h o u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  blow 
-- t o  U . S .  p r e s t i g e , "  t h e  newspaper H a a r e t z  s a i d .  

M r .  C a r t e r ,  as expec ted ,  d i s p a t c h e d  a " s t i f f  p r o t e s t "  t o  FTr .  Brezhnev o v e r  
t h e  Washington-Moscow " h o t  l i n e "  concerning t h e  Afghan development. The 
Kremlin boss ,  also a s  expec ted ,  t u r n e d  a cold! shou lde r  t o  M r .  C a r t e r ' s  
r e q u e s t  f o r  S o v i e t  withdrawal .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  claimed t h a t  M r .  Brezhnev l i e d  t o  him 
about  t h e  Soviet  f o r c e s  be ing  " i n v i t e d "  i n t o  Afghanis tan .  H e  a l s o  s a i d  
t h a t  h i s  own op in ion  of t h e  S o v i e t s '  u l t i m a t e  g o a l s  had undergone a 
"d rama t i c  change." N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  one day l a t e r ,  M r .  C a r t e r  s a i d  he  w a s  
s t i l l  pushing t o  s e c u r e  Sena te  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  SALT I1 t r e a t y !  

--Gene H .  Hogberq, N e w s  Bureau 


