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NEW DOOR OPENS I N  THE PHILIPPINES 

D a t e l i n e :  Manila 

S t a n l e y  R. Rader was r e c e i v e d  by P r e s i d e n t  Marcos of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  
Sa turday ,  March 2 2 .  M r .  Rader w a s  i n v i t e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  a t t e n d ,  
a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  g u e s t ,  t h e  83rd Annual Army Day C e l e b r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Bon i fac io  
Army Base a t  Manila. 

H e  was in t roduced  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Defense,  t h e  Deputy 
M i n i s t e r  of  Defense,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of  In fo rma t ion ,  t h e  Deputy Fore ign  
M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  of t h e  Armed Forces and t h e  Commander of 
t h e  Army. A l l  of  t h i s  w a s  recorded  on t e l e v i s i o n  and seen  by t h e  people  
of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  

A f t e r  t h e  2 1/2-hour ceremony and parade  had ended, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and 
F i r s t  Lady p e r s o n a l l y  i n v i t e d  M r .  Rader t o  accompany them t o  t h e  O f f i c e r ' s  
Club t o  s h a r e  a b u f f e t  luncheon and t o  con t inue  t h e i r  conve r sa t ion .  Upon 
M r .  Rade r ' s  a r r i v a l  t h e r e ,  he w a s  engaged i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Presi-  
den t  f o r  more than  a q u a r t e r  of  an hour wh i l e  a l l  t h e  eyes  of some 3 0 0  
g u e s t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  government, t h e  e n t i r e  d i p l o -  
ma t i c  c o r e  and o t h e r  l e a d i n g  members of  t h e  government and s o c i e t y  of t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s )  w e r e  watching t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and M r .  Rader. The g u e s t s  had 
formed a l a r g e  c i r c l e  around t h e  t w o  of them a t  a l i t t l e  d i s t a n c e  i n  what 
could  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  a l a r g e  bal l room. S t i l l  photographs recorded  t h e  
e n t i r e  even t .  

M r .  Rader d i s c u s s e d  p l a n s  f o r  cover ing  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and t h e  N e w  S o c i e t y  
i n  t h e  P l a i n  Tru th  and Ques t ,  and ou r  new c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  w i th  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e  people  and t h e  government of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  through t h e i r  
M i n i s t e r  o f  Labor and i t s  Manpower I n s t i t u t e .  A l s o  d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  our  
hopes t o  engage i n ,  and ass is t  w i t h ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ' v e r y  impress ive  
Performing A r t s  Center--spearheaded by t h e  F i r s t  Lady of t h e  l a n d ,  M r s .  
Imelda Marcos--with ou r  own w o r l d  famous Performing A r t s  program i n  
Pasadena. M r .  Rader promised t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  
t h i s  Tuesday (March 25) t o  con t inue  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  and t o  make p l a n s  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Thus a n o t h e r  door  has  been opened f o r  t h e  Church! 

M r .  Rader appeared on l o c a l  t e l e v i s i o n  a s  a g u e s t  F r i d a y  morning and 
eve ry  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  covered t h e  i n t e r v i e w  on t h e i r  evening news 
programs a t  7 and aga in  a t  11 on F r i d a y ,  March 2 1 .  The B u l l e t i n ,  t h e  
l e a d i n g  newspaper, r a n  a f e a t u r e  s t o r y  of M r .  Rade r ' s  v i s i t  on beha l f  of 
t h e  Church, M r .  Armstrong and t h e  Foundation (See be low) .  

L a t e r  n e x t  week M r .  Rader w i l l  v i s i t  S ingapore  and Thai land  on beha l f  of 
M r .  Armstrong. 

( E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  The h e a d l i n e  and a r t i c l e  on t h e  fo l lowing  page r e p o r t i n g  
on M r .  Rade r ' s  v i s i t  t o  Manila appeared i n  M a n i l a ' s  B u l l e t i n  Today, March 
22nd. A p i c t u r e  of  M r .  Rader accompanied t h e  a r t i c l e . )  
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American Agency To Aid Labor H e r e  

S t a n l e y  Rader, a c t i n g  Chairman of  t h e  Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C u l t u r a l  Foundation of  Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a ,  a r r i v e d  y e s t e r d a y  
from Tokyo. 

H e  m e t  w i t h  Labor M i n i s t e r  B las  Ople t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Founda t ion ' s  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  du r ing  t h e  decade t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Labor i n  manpower 
and development p r o j e c t s .  

Rader w a s  accompanied by Osamu Gotoh who d i r e c t s  t h e  Founda t ion ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Japan.  

Ambassador I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  Foundation i s  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  a i d i n g  developing  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of  c u l t u r a l ,  
economic, and r e l i g i o u s  developments. 

Rader d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e  Ambassador Foundation has  agreed  t o  fund 
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Labor t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  p e r  y e a r  f o r  t h e  next  
t e n  yea r s .  

H e  s a i d  t h e  Founda t ion ' s  p a r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  Worldwide Church 
of God, w i l l  devo te  much of i t s  s p i r i t u a l ,  human, p h y s i c a l ,  and 
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  g o a l s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  
F i l i p i n o  people  and t h e  government of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  [ s o ]  t h a t  
t h e y  s t r i v e  t o g e t h e r  t o  b r i n g  t o  f r u i t i o n  a l l  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  
new s o c i e t y .  

Rader i s  l e a v i n g  today  f o r  Peking where he w i l l  be  a g u e s t  of t h e  
P e o p l e ' s  Republ ic  of  China and l e c t u r e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Peking 
and Futean U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Shanghai.  

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Fes t iva l  Allotment  and T r a n s f e r s  

By t h e  t i m e  you receive t h i s ,  you should  have r e c e i v e d  (or  w i l l  v e r y  
s h o r t l y  receive) your s p r i n g  f e s t i v a l  a l l o t m e n t  checks.  I wanted t o  t a k e  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  annual  a l l o t m e n t  amounts 
are n i n e  p e r  c e n t  of each  m i n i s t e r ' s  annua l  s a l a r y .  Of t h i s  amount, 
f i f t e e n  p e r  c e n t  i s  be ing  s e n t  f o r  t h e  s p r i n g  f e a s t s  and t h e  remaining 
e i g h t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  w i l l  be  s e n t  about  a month b e f o r e  t h e  Feast of Taber- 
n a c l e s .  

The t o t a l  annual  amount w i l l  be cons ide red  p a r t  o f  your s a l a r y  and you 
won' t  be expec ted  t o  r e t u r n  any of it. I n  e f f e c t ,  you are r e c e i v i n g  a pay 
i n c r e a s e .  The Accounting Department w i l l  be  p rov id ing  in fo rma t ion  about  
t h e  t a x  l i a b i l i t i e s  t h a t  you may i n c u r .  

I n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  F e a s t ,  I need t o  mention t h a t  w e  are e n t e r t a i n i n g  
though t s  about  t r a n s f e r s  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r s .  As you k n o w ,  t r a n s f e r s  have 
been d iscouraged  f o r  t h e  p a s t  couple  of y e a r s .  T h i s  y e a r ,  because of  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number of f e a s t  s i t e s ,  w e  w i l l  need t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  number 
of m i n i s t e r s  a t t e n d i n g  some of  t h e  sites. W e  s t i l l  e x p e c t  you t o  a t t e n d  
wi th  your loca l  congrega t ions ,  b u t  know t h a t  i f  w e  d o n ' t  ge t  enough re- 
q u e s t s  f o r  some o f  t h e  s i tes ,  w e ' l l  have t o  r e q u i r e  a f e w  t r a n s f e r s .  
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I n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  t h e  Fes t iva l  Coordina tors  p l a n  f o r  t h e  F e a s t ,  w e  must 
receive a l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t r a n s f e r s  of m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  employ o f  t h e  
Work by F r iday ,  A p r i l  11. I f  you want t o  t r a n s f e r ,  be s u r e  t h a t  D r .  
Kessler r e c e i v e s  your r e q u e s t  by then .  To h e l p  you d e c i d e  what you might 
do as w e l l  as  keep you informed,  a map showing which churches  a r e  a s s igned  
t o  which s i tes  and a l i s t  of t h e  s i tes  and t h e i r  c o o r d i n a t o r s  i s  inc luded  
i n  t h i s  i s s u e .  W e  w i l l  t h e n  go ove r  t h e  r e q u e s t s  and ba lance  t h e  work- 
l o a d  t h e  fo l lowing  week and l e t  you know t h e  d e c i s i o n  by t h e  end of A p r i l .  

I should  mention a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a t r a n s i t i o n  y e a r  f o r  f e a s t  
p lanning  i n  more ways t h a n  one. A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  F e s t i v a l  c o o r d i n a t o r s  
f o r  each  s i t e  w i l l  need your coope ra t ion  and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  eve ry  way t o  
make t h i s  a s u c c e s s f u l  F e a s t .  Because of doubl ing  t h e  number of s i tes ,  
t h e r e  a r e  going t o  b e  a l o t  more o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  everyone. There w i l l  
be  more speaking assignments  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  depa r t -  
ments--annoint ing,  t r a f f i c  c o n t r o l ,  i n fo rma t ion ,  e tc .  

F e s t i v a l  S i t e  Coordina tor  Fes t iva l  S i t e  Coordina tor  

Big Sandy, TX 
B i l o x i ,  M S  
Corpus C h r i s t i ,  TX 
Dayton, OH 
D e t r o i t ,  M I  
Eugene, OR 
Fresno ,  CA 
Glens F a l l s ,  N . Y .  
Johnson C i t y ,  T X  
Kauai,  H I  

Don Ward 
Bob Peoples  
Dennis Van Deventer 
Dick Thompson 
Bruce Vance 
La r ry  Walker 
Don B i l l i n g s l e y  
Lyle  Welty 
Char l e s  Groce 
Dave Fraser 

Lake Ozarks,  MO 
Norfo lk ,  VA 
Orlando,  FL 
Pasadena,  CA 
Rapid C i t y ,  S . D .  
Savannah, GA 
Spokane, WA 
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  FL 
Tucson, A2  
V a i l ,  CO 
Wisconsin D e l l s ,  W I  

J i m  Kissee 
Ken G i e s e  
Bob B e r t u z z i  
La r ry  S a l y e r  
S t e v e  Buchanan 
Mike Hechel 
Roger F o s t e r  
Bob Jones  
La r ry  Neff 
Ron Ke l ly  
C a r l  M c N a i r  

Spanish  Department Update 

Recent ly  Leon Walker, Director  of t h e  Work's Spanish  Department i n  Pasa- 
dena,  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of p r e s e n t i n g  an  end-of-year r e p o r t  t o  M r .  
Armstrong i n  h i s  home i n  Tucson. M r .  Armstrong w a s  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
about  t h e  r e p o r t  and asked  t h a t  it be w r i t t e n  up f o r  t h e  Pastor  G e n e r a l ' s  
Report .  

Income and M a i l :  The income f o r  1 9 7 9  from Mexico, C e n t r a l  and South 
America w a s  m o s t  encouraging--up 4 1 %  over 1978. M a i l ,  w h i l e  n o t  showing 
as  d rama t i c  an  i n c r e a s e ,  amounted t o  a r e s p e c t a b l e  e i g h t  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  
over t h e  p r e v i o u s  year .  

Curren t  C i r c u l a t i o n :  There are a t  t h i s  t i m e  7 2 , 0 0 0  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  
Spanish PLAIN TRUTH and 6 2 , 0 0 0  newsstand copies are  d i s t r i b u t e d  ( 9 5 %  t o  t h e  
U . S .  and P u e r t o  R i c o ) .  A l m o s t  1 8 0 0  c o p i e s  of t h e  Spanish  GOOD NEWS are 
s e n t  t o  members and co-workers. Over 6 , 0 0 0  people  are c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  
i n  t h e  Spanish  CORRESPONDENCE COURSE. 

Churches: A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time t h e r e  are n i n e  Spanish-speaking churches  
ho ld ing  weekly Sabbath services: Pasadena,  C a l i f o r n i a  ( a t t e n d a n c e  114); 
San Juan, P u e r t o  R i c o  ( 7 0 )  ; Mexico C i t y  ( 1 0 8 ) ;  Guada la j a ra ,  Mexico (87)  ; 
San Sa lvador ,  E l  Sa lvador  ( 8 2 ) ;  Bogota, Colombia ( 7 8 ) ;  L i m a ,  Peru ( 5 1 ) ;  
S a n t i a g o ,  C h i l e  ( 6 8 )  and Bahia Blanca,  Argent ina  ( 5 1 ) .  





PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, March 28, 1 9 8 0  Page 5 

B i b l e  S t u d i e s :  There are 2 9  o u t l y i n g  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  h e l d  a s  f o l l o w s :  
n i n e  i n  Mexico, t h r e e  i n  Guatemala, t h r e e  i n  E l  Sa lvador ,  one i n  Costa  
R i c a ,  one i n  Panama, two i n  Colombia, t w o  i n  Venezuela,  t w o  i n  Pe ru ,  t w o  
i n  C h i l e ,  one i n  Uruguay, t w o  i n  Argent ina  and one i n  P o r t u g a l .  

Some of t h e s e  B ib le  s t u d i e s  a r e  q u i t e  s m a l l  and some a r e  h e l d  i n f r e q u e n t l y .  
Sermon t a p e s  are s e n t  t o  most areas weekly t o  supplement t h e  " l i v e "  B ib le  
s t u d i e s  conducted by t h e  m i n i s t r y .  

Members: There are a t  p r e s e n t  7 1 0  members i n  Mexico, C e n t r a l  and South 
America and t h e r e  w e r e  1 0 5  bapt i sms  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a n e t  growth 
of 1 7 %  over 1 9 7 8 .  There are a l s o  approximately 2 0 0  members i n  t h e  U.S. 
who are served  by t h e  Spanish  Department. 

P l a n s  f o r  1980: While 1979  w a s  a most p r o d u c t i v e  y e a r ,  1980 a l r e a d y  
appears  t o  be m o r e  promising.  Our newspaper i n s e r t  promotion (as r e p o r t e d  
i n  p rev ious  i s s u e s  of t h e  P a s t o r  G e n e r a l ' s  Repor t )  has  exceeded o u r  m o s t  
o p t i m i s t i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  With 9 5 %  of t h e  r e sponses  t a b u l a t e d  w e  have 
recorded  a 3.1% response  (one p e r c e n t  i s  cons ide red  v e r y  good by t h e  
a d v e r t i s i n g  i n d u s t r y )  a t  t h e  cost  of o n l y  $1 .36  p e r  response .  T h i s  promo- 
t i o n  has  been so s u c c e s s f u l  t h a t  w e  are looking  i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b l i t y  of 
p l a c i n g  i n s e r t s  i n  many newspapers,  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  United S ta tes  b u t  a l s o  
i n  t h e  m a j o r  c i t i e s  throughout  L a t i n  America. 

Income f o r  J anua ry ,  1 9 8 0 ,  i s  almcst unbe l i evab le  when compared t o  t h a t  
of January ,  1 9 7 9 .  Here are f i g u i s s  fo r  s o m e  of  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  where w e  
have r e c e i v e d  r e p o r t s  t h u s  f a r  a s  compared t o  Janua ry ,  1 9 7 9 :  Argen t ina ,  
2 5 8  i n c r e a s e ;  C o l o m b i a ,  548;  E l  Sa lvador ,  1 2 6 8 % ;  Mexico 133%; and Peru, 
371% i n c r e a s e .  

More i s  a l so  be ing  planned i n  t e r m s  of b r o a d c a s t s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  B i b l e  
s t u d i e s ,  e tc .  W e  w i l l  keep a l l  informed of developments as  t h e y  occur .  

N e w s  of  t h e  Work i n  Germany 

T h i s  encouraging r e p o r t  comes from our  o f f i c e  i n  Bonn: 

Campaigns: S e v e r a l  m i n i s t e r s  a s s igned  t o  t h e  German-language area m e t  
i n  Bonn i n  February t o  d i s c u s s  f u t u r e  campaigns f o r  t h e  r e a d e r s  of  KLAR 
& WAHR (German PLAIN TRUTH) .  During t h e  meet ing ,  c h a i r e d  by M r .  Schnee, 
it w a s  dec ided  t o  hold  campaigns (known a s  L e c t u r e  Series) i n  a l l  f i f t e e n  
church areas w e  have p r e s e n t l y  i n  Germany, Swi t ze r l and ,  and A u s t r i a .  
These campaigns a r e  scheduled t c  be  he ld  from January  t o  A p r i l  1981. 
Postponing them u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  o f f e r  t h e  l e c t u r e s  t o  t h e  
t h e  35,000 new s u b s c r i b e r s  w e  hope t o  add t o  o u r  KLAR & WAHR l i s t  t h i s  
yea r .  

One method w e  hope t o  use  i n  o r d e r  t o  add t h e s e  new s u b s c r i b e r s  i s  d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  by the membership of a f l y e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  KLAR & WAHR. 
t o  one hundred thousand f l y e r s  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Bonn o f f i c e  
t o  each  church area. M e m b e r s  w i l l  t hen  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  and 
f i n a n c i n g  t h e i r  own d i s t r i b u t i o n  e f f o r t .  Forums w i l l  soon be he ld  i n  t h e  
church  a r e a s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  b e s t  means of  d i s t r i b u t i o n  ( f o r  example, i n -  
s e r t i o n  i n t o  d a i l y  newspapers) .  

F i f t y  

I n  February  t h r e e  follow-up lec tures  t o  t h e  mid-January KLAR & WAHR 
l e c t u r e  series i n  B e r l i n  w e r e  h e l d  a t  one-week i n t e r v a l s  on weekday 
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evenings.  Despi te  a t i m e  gap of t h r e e  weeks between t h e  l a s t  January 
l e c t u r e  and t h e  f i r s t  one i n  February ( t h i s  due t o  h a l l  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  
i n  t h e  B e r l i n e r  "KongreBhal le") ,  36  r e a d e r s  a t t ended  on February 7 th .  
E ight  days l a t e r  23 a t t e n d e d  t o  hea r  a l e c t u r e  on the Holy Days, and on 
February 2 1 s t  twenty-nine r e a d e r s  heard "What i s  a True C h r i s t a i n ? "  

Two new people  have a l r e a d y  a t t ended  t h e  mid-February r e g u l a r  B i b l e  s tudy  
i n  B e r l i n ,  and s e v e r a l  more expressed i n t e r e s t  i n  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  c l o s e  
of t h e  l e c t u r e  series. Speaker V i c t o r  Root, m i n i s t e r  f o r  B e r l i n ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  l e c t u r e  series had no t  been i n v i t e d  "en m a s s e l '  
t o  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  had been informed t h a t  s e r v i c e s  were a v a i l a b l e  t o  those  
t r u l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  fo l lowing  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and suppor t ing  t h i s  Work. 

A t  t h e  end of February M r .  Frank Schnee t r a v e l l e d  t o  Poland t o  v i s i t  M r .  
V ic to r  P r z y b i l l a  and h i s  family.  M r .  P r z y b i l l a  is our  only  member i n  
Poland and Mr.Schnee had up u n t i l  now never had t h e  oppor tun i ty  of 
v i s i t i n g  him. 

Adver t i s ing :  I n  February w e  had p laced  t h r e e  ads  i n  two B e r l i n  newspapers 
("Berr-iner Morgenpost" and "Tagesspiegel"  ) , fo l lowing  up t h e  13-minute 
long  r e p o r t  a b o u t  Ambassador Col lege  and Herber t  W. Armstrong on t h e  B e r l i n  
r a d i o  s t a t i o n  R I A S .  T o  d a t e  w e  have r ece ived  1 4 0 0  new s u b s c r i b e r s  and 
have inc reased  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  i n  B e r l i n  by 7 0 % .  The ads  have a l s o  
achieved t h e  d e s i r e d  DM 1 0  c o s t  response  mark. I t  w a s  an encouraging 
preview f o r  t h e  up-coming, nat ionwide ad campaign g e t t i n g  underway t h i s  
sp r ing .  

I n  t h e  February KLAR & WAHR, w e  had a d v e r t i s e d  f o u r  book le t s  on a f u l l -  
page ad. The response w a s  aga in  extremely good, a l though t h e  b o o k l e t s  
have been a d v e r t i s e d  many t i m e s  be fo re .  W e  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  good r e s u l t s  t o  
t h e  monthly bookle t  c a r d s  w e  are aga in  i n s e r t i n g  i n  t h e  magazine each 
month. I t  once aga in  r e v e a l s  t h e  need t o  make bookle t  o r d e r i n g  as  easy  
as p o s s i b l e .  

I n  March t h e  ma i l  income f o r  t h e  month t o  date  w a s  9 . 2 %  over  l a s t  year .  
Our year - to-da te  t o t a l  i s  now 15 .3% more than  l a s t  year .  

\ 

Continued P rogres s  I n  A u s t r a l i a  

Our o f f i c e  i n  Bur le igh  Heads s e n t  t h e  fo l lowing  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t :  

W e  are con t inu ing  t o  r e c e i v e  an e x c e l l e n t  m a i l  response.  The volume cf 
m a i l  be ing  r ece ived  each  month i s  almost t h r e e  t i m e s  t h a t  of 1 9 7 6  ( 1 5 , 0 0 0  
l e t t e r s  w e r e  r ece ived  i n  Februa ry ) .  

The f i n e  i n c r e a s e  i n  m a i l  income (+30 .6% yea r  t o  d a t e )  is g e n e r a t i n g  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of  exc i tement  and enthusiasm. There i s  no doubt God - i s  pro- 
v i d i n g  t h e  wherewithal t o  make 1 9 8 0  a most e f f e c t i v e  year .  

PLAIN TRUTH magazine: Through t h e  con t inu ing  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of householder 
c a r d s ,  and i n s e r t  s h e e t s  i n  s e l e c t e d  newspapers, The P L A I N  TRUTH ma i l ing  
l i s t  con t inues  t o  rise. W e  have now passed t h e  87,000 mark--the h i g h e s t  
e v e r  on record.  

Church: Church a t t endance  con t inues  t o  climb. I t  i s  a p l e a s u r e  t o  r e p o r t  
t h a t  Church a t t endance  ( 5 0 6 6 )  f o r  February broke a l l  p rev ious  r eco rds .  
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Campaigns: Campaigns by ou r  l o c a l  m i n i s t e r s  i n  many areas throughout  
A u s t r a l i a  g o t  under way t h i s  month. Twenty l e c t u r e s  have been conducted 
so  f a r ,  t e n  more are a l r e a d y  f i n a l i z e d ,  and an i n c r e a s i n g  number are now 
i n  t h e  planning s t age .  

While some l a r g e r  campaigns are being planned f o r  t h e  major c i t i e s  where 
t h e r e  i s  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  PLAIN TRUTE r e a d e r s h i p ,  many of t h e  l e c t u r e s  are 
being conducted i n  l o c a l  h a l l s  where The PLAIN TRUTH r e a d e r s h i p ,  a l though 
no t  l a r g e ,  are n e v e r t h e l e s s  w i t h i n  easy d r i v i n g  d i s t a n c e .  And what i s  
perhaps t h e  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  and encouraging news i s  t h a t  t h e s e  campaigns 
- a r e  producing r e s u l t s .  Many new people  a r e  a t t e n d i n g  and showing a 
d e f i n i t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Church and what w e  t each .  

B ib le  Prophecy has  been t h e  keynote of many of t h e  l e c t u r e s  and it may be 
t h a t  world even t s  are f o r c i n g  people  t o  cons ide r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  which 
t h e i r  l i v e s  are going and t o  do something about  it. Follow-up B ib le  
s t u d i e s  are being conducted t o  main ta in  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t .  

Comments From P a s t o r ' s  Reports  

CHICAGO WEST--ROY HOLLADAY: There i s  ha rd ly  a day t h a t  goes by t h a t  I do 
not r e c e i v e  a c a l l  from a new person.  They are not  always wanting a 
v i s i t ,  b u t  j u s t  c a l l  t o  ask q u e s t i o n s .  But it does i n d i c a t e  much renewed 
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  area. 

SCOTTSBLUFF, NE--CHUCK ZIM?YERWU:  The s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  v i g o r  of 
M r .  Herber t  W. Armstrong on Romans t a p e s  i s  proof of answered p raye r  t o  
many o u t  here .  

ALBUQUERQUE, NM--WALTER D I C K I N S O N :  Members responding t o  b a s i c  d o c t r i n a l  
messages. Q u e s t i o n s  be ing  answered, members r e t u r n i n g  t o  s e r v i c e s .  New 
PMs a t t e n d i n g  s e r v i c e s .  

FARMINGTON, NM--WALTER DICKINSON: People a t t e n d i n g  services are growing 
s p i r i t u a l l y .  Three f a m i l i e s  have r e t u r n e d  a f t e r  a v i s i t  s e s s i o n .  

GLENDORA, CA--CAN CATHERWOOD: The Church i s  s t i l l  going through a good 
pe r iod  of growth, bo th  i n  numbers and s p i r i t u a l l y .  There have been major 
t r i a l s  f o r  some ( d e a t h s  i n  t h e  f ami ly ,  a c c i d e n t s ,  e t c . ) ,  b u t  t h e  congrega- 
t i o n  i s  being s t rengthened  by it a l l  and a t t i t u d e s  s e e m  t o  be "up." God i s  
c l e a r l y  working wi th  t h e  Church and t h e  Work i n  a very  p o s i t i v e  way and 
t h e  loca l  congrega t ion  r e f l e c t s  t h i s .  

MIDLAND, TX--KEITH WALDEN: People watching world events--following ve ry  
c l o s e l y .  Behind M r .  Armstrong i n  p r a y e r s  1 0 0 % .  

HOBBS, NM--KEITH WALDEN: Very l o y a l  group--100% behind M r .  Armstrong. 

OLYMPIA, WA--LAMBERT GREER: The b r e t h r e n  are s o l i d l y  behind t h e  Work. 
There i s  always a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and p r o j e c t s  M r .  
Armstrong l e a d s  us  i n .  The China t r i p  w a s  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  t h e  b re th -  
ren.  

APPLETON, WI--DAVE FIEDLER: Attendance i s  way up. Broke t h e  record  each 
week f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  weeks. Consider ing a t t endance  i s  u s u a l l y  down i n  
t h e  middle of w i n t e r  and t h i s  i s  f l u  season ,  t h i s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t !  Had 
seven bapt isms l a s t  Sabbath! 
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I have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do s i x  12-minute t a l k s  on a r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  a r e a  f o r  f r e e .  W i l l  d e a l  w i t h  Kingdom, Why w e r e  
you bo rn ,  mar r i age ,  e tc . :  a new expe r i ence  f o r  m e  and t h e  b r e t h r e n  a r e  
looking  forward t o  it, t o o .  

KALISPELL, MT--BILL QUILLEN: Some PM a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A f e w  people  
moving i n t o  t h e  a r e a .  Average a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t h e  month up some 2 0  ove r  
l a s t  yea r .  

S I O U X  FALLS, SD--GEORGE AFFELDT: The people  seem t o  en joy  M r .  Armstrong 's  
t a p e s  o n  t h e  book of Romans. The Church he re  i s  ve ry  much behind him and 
encouraged w i t h  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  China t r i p .  

TEXARKANA, TX--LYNN TORRANCE: B e a u t i f u l ,  w a r m ,  sunny Sabbaths  f o r  January  
i n  Texarkana; a t t e n d a n c e  h e l d  up. New people  showing up a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
People  l i k e  t o  h e a r  p o s i t i v e ,  encouraging t h i n g s  about  t h e  Work. P a s t o r  
G e n e r a l ' s  Repor t s  encourage and u p l i f t .  Tapes from M r .  Armstrong h e l p  
hold  the conf idence  and l o y a l t y  of Church members. 

I n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  of c h i l d r e n  has  i n c r e a s e d  from around 
2 5  up t o  4 0  t o  65.  I n t e r e s t e d  c h i l d r e n  and young people  seem t o  be 
encouraging a t t e n d a n c e  of p a r e n t s  who might n o t  o the rwise  a t t e n d .  

MONROE, LA--BRISCOE ELLETT 11: God seems t o  be f i n d i n g  o u t  m o r e  and more 
whose h e a r t s  are l o y a l  t o  H i m  and making a s e p a r a t i o n .  Those whose 
a t t i t u d e s  j u s t  a r e n ' t  r i g h t  are s t e a d i l y  be ing  weeded o u t .  And q u i t e  
f r a n k l y  it i s  a b l e s s i n g  t o  see t h a t  t y p e  of a t t i t u d e  go. I t  i s  so re- 
f r e s h i n g  t o  see t h e  change o f  s p i r i t  now be ing  a c t i v e l y  brought  back i n t o  
God's Church. 

R A P I D  C I T Y ,  SD--STEVE BUCHANAN: The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  Church i s  s o l i d l y  
behind t h e  Work of God and a r e  s u p p o r t i v e  of God's Apos t le .  Many have 
commented t h a t  M r .  Armstrong 's  B i b l e  s t u d i e s  on t h e  book of Romans w e r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l  t o  them. A l l  s e e m  t o  be e x c i t e d  about  M r .  Armstrong 's  
upcoming t r i p s .  I f e e l  t h e  b r e t h r e n  are developing  a Eeeded sense  of  
urgency about  world c o n d i t i o n s .  

AUSTIN, TX--HAROLD NODES: Enthusiasm is  s t i l l  running  h igh  concern ing  
M r .  Armstrong 's  t r i p s  abroad ( e s p e c i a l l y  Ch ina ) .  I n c r e a s e  i n  average  
monthly Church a t t e n d a n c e  and B i b l e  s tudy  a t t e n d a n c e ;  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  
i n  prophecy! 

LITTLE ROCK, AR--FRED KELLERS: A l l  i s  w e l l .  People  a p p r e c i a t e  g e t t i n g  
M r .  Armstrong 's  tapes. I know I do! Please keep them coming. 

ONTARIO, OR--JEFF MCGOWAN: A l l  appear  t o  be doing  v e r y  w e l l  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
The l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  Work appea r s  t o  be ve ry  good. 

MANHATTAN, KS--JAMES WELLS: O v e r a l l ,  t h e  b r e t h r e n  he re  w e r e  v e r y  i n s p i r e d  
and encouraged by Mr. Armstrong 's  China t r i p  and t a p e s  of  it. Every th ing  
i s  going w e l l  h e r e  a t  p r e s e n t .  

ST. JOSEPH, MO--JAMES WELLS: Bre thren  i n  S t .  Joseph  w e r e  ve ry  e x c i t e d  
ove r  M r .  Armstrong 's  China t r i p  t a p e s ,  and a l s o  t h e  B ib le  s t u d i e s  i n  
Romans. Seven bapt i sms  i n  t h e  p a s t  two months have a l so  l i f t e d  t h e i r  
s p i r i t s .  

--Joe Tkach, M i n i s t e r i a l  Services 
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CHURCH RECORDS L A W  MOVING TOWARD REPEAL 

A s  r e p o r t e d  l a s t  week, a b i l l  was in t roduced  t h a t  would r e p e a l  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  At torney  G e n e r a l ' s  power t o  i n s p e c t  church r e c o r d s  ( g r a n t e d  
by a new l a w  made e f f e c t i v e  January  1, 1980) .  But f i r s t  it must be  
cons ide red  by a couple  of committees.  Th i s  week i t  was approved by t h e  
s t a t e ' s  powerful  Senate  Judiciary C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a unanimous 8-0 vote! 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of God's Church a t t e n d e d  t h e  meeting i n  t h e  s ta te  c a p i t a l .  
M r .  Dean K e l l y ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counci l  of Churches' e x p e r t  on c h u r c h / s t a t e  
matters came from t h e  E a s t  Coas t  t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h e  hea r ing .  T h i s  b i l l  
i s  g e n e r a t i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  of i n t e r e s t  because a broad spectrum of  church 
l e a d e r s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  l a w  i n  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Corpora t ions  Code g i v i n g  
t h e  At torney  General  s u p e r v i s o r y  powers over  churches  i n f r i n g e s  on freedom 
of r e l i g i o n .  

The At to rney  G e n e r a l ' s  highhanded methods i n  h i s  s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  World- 
wide Church o f  God appeared t o  be  t h e  pr imary c a t a l y s t  t h a t  brought  about  
t h e  b i l l  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  l a w .  Other  r e l - i g i o u s  groups want t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
t hey  are never  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  same manner. So,amid an ava lanche  of m a i l  
and o t h e r  backing ,  t h e  At torney  General  s tood  a lone  i n  opposing t h e  b i l l .  
Therefore  a t  t h e  committee meet ing he q u i e t l y  dropped h i s  oppos i t i on - - fo r  
t h e  t i m e  be ing .  

EVEREST HOUSE D O I N G  WELL 

E v e r e s t  House, t h e  book p u b l i s h i n g  a r e a  of t h e  Work, has  been doing v e r y  
w e l l .  Here i s  a random s e l e c t i o n  of news about  v a r i o u s  t i t l e s  t h a t  have 
been publ i shed .  

F i r s t l y ,  M r .  He rbe r t  Armstrong 's  book, TOMORROW--What I t  W i l l  B e  L ike ,  
w a s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  a recommended Spr ing ,  1 9 8 0  l i s t  of new r e l i g i o u s  t i t l e s  
by a reviewer i n  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  t r a d e  magazine, P u b l i s h e r ' s  Weekly. T h i s ,  
of c o u r s e ,  g i v e s  u s  tremendous f r e e  p u b l i c i t y  and g r e a t l y  adds  t o  t h e  
c r e d i b i l i t y  of t h e  book by a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  book t r a d e .  

Because M r .  Armstrong 's  books are be ing  pub l i shed  commercial ly ,  h i s  
w r i t i n g s  a r e  be ing  t a k e n  much more s e r i o u s l y  now by t h e  book-buying p u b l i c .  

Another Eve res t  House t i t l e ,  t h e  ve ry  moving t r u e  s t o r y  T o  E l v i s  With Love 
(Don' t  b e  p u t  o f f  by t h e  t i t l e ) ,  i s  scheduled t o  be  r e l e a s e d  by Columbia 

p i c t u r e s  as a new film in April of t h i s  yea r .  W e  s o l d  t h e  f i l m  r i g h t s  
l a s t  y e a r .  

I t  looks  l i k e  w e  have a n a t i o n a l  se l le r  w i t h  t h e  book They C a l l  M e  Assas s in  
by J a c k  Tatum and B i l l  Kushner. According t o  one reviewer, it may w e l l  
be  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p o r t s  book eve r  w r i t t e n .  The book 
i s  i n  i t s  s i x t h  p r i n t i n g .  

For t h e  f u t u r e ,  w e  are a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of M r .  Armstrong 's  new 
book, A V o i c e  C r i e s  Out. 

- -Publ ishing S e r v i c e s  

LITERATURE CATALOG CONTINUES TO GENERATE GOOD RESPONSE 

The " L i t e r a t u r e  Cata log"  (a  s m a l l  c o l o r f u l  b rcchure  o f f e r i n g  1 9  b o o k l e t s  
and a r t i c l e s  t o  new s u b s c r i b e r s )  has  been i n  e x i s t e n c e  now f o r  about  t h r e e  
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and a h a l f  years--and it s t i l l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b r i n g  a good r e sponse  f r o m  new 
people  on ou r  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  

S i n c e  October 1 9 7 6  w e  have t e s t e d  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n s  of t h e  c a t a l o g  
and s e n t  them t o  1 . 3  m i l l i o n  people .  During t h i s  t i m e  t h e s e  people  have 
averaged an overa l l  15% response .  2 0 1 , 0 0 0  of them have r eques t ed  
1 , 0 9 9 , 4 1 1  p i e c e s  of l i t e r a t u r e  ( a n  average  of f i v e  lit r e q u e s t s  p e r  
p e r s o n ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e ,  n e a r l y  1 , 0 0 0  people  con- ' 

t r i b u t e d  $ 1 0 6 , 0 0 0  of t h e i r  own v o l i t i o n !  

The l e a d i n g  b o o k l e t  i n  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e  Cata log  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be " A r e  W e  
L iv ing  I n  The L a s t  Days?" Nearly h a l f  of a l l  t h e  people  who r e q u e s t  
mater ia l  from t h e  c a t a l o g  ask f o r  t h i s  b o o k l e t .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  Work's audience  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  prophecy, t h e  t u r m o i l  i n  world 
e v e n t s ,  and t h a t  t hey  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  what - t h e  B i b l e  has  
t o  say  abou t  t h e  t i m e s  w e  l i v e  i n .  The b o o k l e t s  and a r t i c l e s  pub l i shed  
by t h e  Work are he lp ing  them f i n d  t h e  t r u e  answers.  

--Richard R i c e ,  M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

MAIL COMMENTS 

The m a i l  comments t h i s  week f e a t u r e  l e t t e r s  about  M r .  Rade r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
M r .  Armstrong 's  planned t r i p  t o  Russia  and h i s  B i b l e  Study t a p e s  on Romans. 

- - M a i l  P rocess ing  Center  

Members Express  Apprec ia t ion  f o r  M r .  Rader 

I wanted t o  w r i t e  a few l i n e s  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  I f e e l  t h a t  you a r e  
a tremendous b l e s s i n g  t o  God's Work. I thank God t h a t  H e  has  g iven  
H i s  Apos t le  a f a i t h f u l  and l o y a l  man t o  h e l p  him do t h e  Work of  
God. I t  i s  q u i t e  obvious t h a t  over  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s  God h a s  been 
readying  you t o  be t h e  g r e a t  h e l p  t h a t  you are t o  M r .  Armstrong. 
I t r u l y  thank you f o r  t h e  way i n  which you h e l p  him. 

--Limmian J. Leyda (Medina, O H )  

The b r e t h r e n  of t h e  N e w  Y o r k - N e w  J e r s e y  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  a r e  
g r a t e f u l  f o r  M r .  S t a n l e y  R a d e r ' s  v i s i t  t o  our  a r e a .  Please thank 
him f o r  us .  W e  are happy t h a t  God has  had him o rda ined  E v a n g e l i s t  
and p r a y  t h a t  God w i l l  g i v e  him t h e  added amount of H i s  Holy S p i r i t  
t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

--Benjamin Hodges (Brooklyn, N Y )  

Yes te rday  i n  P i t t s b u r g h  w e  had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of s e e i n g  and h e a r i n g  
M r .  S t a n l e y  Rader speak. I t  w a s  ou r  f i r s t  t i m e  h e a r i n g  him speak 
when he w a s  n o t  accompanying you. W e  r e a l l y  enjoyed h i s  i n f o r m a t i v e  
and f a c t u a l  message. I t  makes  u s  f e e l  good t o  know t h a t  such a 
person  i s  always r eady  and w i l l i n g  to serve wi th  you, M r .  Armstrong. 

- - M r .  & M r s .  Michael Worch (Carmichaels ,  PA) 

M r .  S t a n l e y  Rader spoke t o  us  l a s t  Sabbath a t  P i t t s b u r g h .  W e  were 
v e r y  g l a d  t o  h e a r  h i s  f i r s t h a n d  r e p o r t  of how t h e  l e g a l  proceedings  
are going.  W e  a l so  enjoyed t h e  documentary f i l m .  I t  is so easy  t o  
f o r g e t  what a t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  S ta te  of  C a l i f o r n i a  i s  doing.  

--James S c u t e l i s  ( P i t t s b u r g h ,  P A )  
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W e  were t r u l y  b l e s s e d  t h i s  p a s t  Sabbath as w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  view t h e  
f i l m  CHURCH v s  STATE, and a l so  w e r e  a b l e  t o  hear  M r .  Rader be fo re  he 
went t o  Moscow. The f i l m  was very  good and M r .  Rader w a s  r e a l l y  
i n s p i r e d .  
you [ M r .  Armstrong],  t o  God and H i s  Word. 

H e  i s  r e a l l y  growing s t r o n g e r  and i s  t r u l y  ded ica t ed  t o  

--Joseph C. R u s s e l l  (Roches te r ,  PA) 

ExDectation Buildincr Over T r i p  t o  Russia 

I f  it i s  God Almighty's  w i l l  t h a t  you should go t o  Russ ia ,  as a 
w i t n e s s  f o r  H i m ,  H e  w i l l  make it p o s s i b l e  a s  H e  d i d  wi th  China. H e  
opened t h e  Bamboo Cur t a in  t o  you t h e r e ,  and he can open up t h e  I r o n  
Cur t a in  i n  Russia.  

--Paula D e  Voy (Ventura ,  CA) 

I w i l l  be pray ing  f o r  your v i s i t  t o  Moscow. I a m  s u r e  God i s  w i t h  
you i n  a l l  your v i s i t s .  I would l i k e  t o  f e e l  l i k e  I have a wonderful 
p a r t  by praying  f o r  t h e  Work. 

- - M r s .  Harry M a l l o t t  ( C i n c i n n a t i ,  OH) 

W e  are a l l  very  encouraged t o  r ead  of your de t e rmina t ion  t o  go t o  
Moscow. That cannot  h e l p  b u t  be a momentous t r i p .  Our p r a y e r s  a r e  
wi th  you t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  completion of your c a l l i n g .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  Ralph O r r  ( C i n c i n n a t i ,  OH)  

My wi fe  and I p ray  t h a t  you w i l l  be pe rmi t t ed  by God t o  announce t h e  
coming of t h e  Kingdom of  God t o  t h e  Russian people  t h i s  sp r ing .  With 
God's b l e s s i n g ,  no man w i l l  p r even t  you. 

- - M r .  & M r s .  John E r n s t  (Boonvi l le ,  MO) 

Romans B ib le  S t u d i e s  Appreciated 

J u s t  a quick  note  t o  l e t  you know t h a t  my w i f e  and I r e a l l y  enjoyed 
your B ib le  s tudy  t a p e s  on Romans. You add so much more meaning t o  
t h e  letters t h a t  Paul  wrote  by d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r easons  why 
t h e s e  l e t te rs  w e r e  w r i t t e n .  I t  h e l p s  t o  understand what w a s  going 
on dur ing  t h o s e  t i m e  pe r iods .  W e  hope t o  hear  more B ib le  s tudy  t a p e s  
from you. I t ' s  a g r e a t  p r i v i l e g e  t o  be i n s t r u c t e d  by God's Apost le .  

- - M r .  & M r s .  George S tephani  (Yaphank, NY) 

I would l i k e  t o  t e l l  you how much I en joy  and r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
t a p e s  of your sermons on t h e  book of  Romans. I t ' s  almost j u s t  l i k e  
you are  here .  Thank you so much f o r  a l l  your e f f o r t s  i n  making i t  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  us  t o  hea r  them. 

- - M r s .  W. J. Melton (West A s h e v i l l e ,  NC) 

My w i f e  and I have been hear ing  t h e  t a p e s  of your B ib le  s tudy  on 
Romans. W e  came home from s e r v i c e s  today j u s t  amazed a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  
of your speaking and t h e  quickness  of your mind--it i s  as though you 
are ga in ing  i n  impact by t h e  month! W e  thank you f o r  c o n t i n u a l l y  
i n s p i r i n g  and l e a d i n g  and t each ing  u s ,  and w e  thank God f o r  u s ing  
you t o  g e t  t h e  Church going aga in .  W e  have s a t  and r ead  o t h e r  l e t t e r s  
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s e n t  t o  you (from o t h e r  people)  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  t oday  w e  had t o  
w r i t e  o u r s e l v e s ,  you w e r e  so  i n s p i r i n g .  

--Mark & Thea Graham ( E l y r i a ,  OH) 

I a m  so g l a d  t h a t  w e  are g e t t i n g  some sermons on t a p e  by M r .  A r m -  
s t r o n g .  They a r e  impor tan t  i n  my l i f e  and I c e r t a i n l y  hope w e  con- 
t i n u e  g e t t i n g  t h e s e .  

--L. C .  Wood (Mi l lbrook,  AL)  

ON THE WORLD SCENE 

U N I T Y  THEME MARKS CEREMONY FOR NEW ARCHBISHOP O F  CANTERBURY; POPE J O H N  
PAUL I1 EXTOLS IDEAL O F  A U N I F I E D  EUROPE: I n  a ceremony s i g n i f y i n g  
C h r i s t i a n  u n i t y ,  R o b e r t  Alexander Xenney Runcie was en throned  on March 26  
a s  t h e  102nd Archbishop of Canterbury.  H e  becomes s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r  of 
6 5  m i l l i o n  Angl icans  around t h e  world,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  U . S .  
Ep i scopa l i ans .  

For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a Roman C a t h o l i c  clergyman ---- took  p a r t  i n  t h e  ceremony, 
s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  d i a logue  between t h e  t w o  churches f o r  p o s s i b l e  union.  A 
p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Pope John Paul  I1 a l s o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  ceremony 
a long  w i t h  o t h e r  worldwide C h r i s t i a n  church  l e a d e r s ,  among them a h o s t  
of Orthodox C h r i s t i a n s .  Pope John Paul  s e n t  C a r d i n a l  Johannes Wil lebrands  
of  t h e  Ne the r l ands  t o  t h e  enthronement a s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  d e l e g a t e .  

The Va t i can  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  1 9 7 5  enthronement of Runcie ' s  re t i red  
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  Donald Coggan, b u t  Tuesday--for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  
European r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Popes of Rome i n  t h e  16th-Century Reformation 
--a C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  took p a r t  i n  t h e  ceremony. C a r d i n a l  B a s i l  H u m e ,  t h e  
Archbishop of  Westminster who l e a d s  f o u r  m i l l i o r ?  E n g l i s h  and Welsh 
C a t h o l i c s ,  r e a d  from a passage  i n  t h e  New Testament.  

A few days  ear l ie r ,  on March 2 1 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  Pope John Paul  I1 e x t o l l e d  t h e  i d e a  
of a u n i f i e d  Europe i n  a ceremony marking t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  of St. Benedict .  
According t o  a d i s p a t c h  from Vat ican  C i t y  v i a  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  N e w s  S e r v i c e ,  
"Pope John Pau l  I1 h e l d  up t h e  e f f o r t s  of S t .  Benedic t  t o  create a Chr is -  
t a i n  u n i t y  i n  t h e  Old WDrld a s  a model for a new, u n i f i e d  Europe." 

I n  a message t o  mark t h e  openings of c e l e b r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  1 , 5 0 0 t h  
a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  s a i n t ' s  b i r t h ,  t h e  p o n t i f f  s a i d :  "1 am happy t o  wish 
t h e  r e t u r n  and recovery  o f  t h e  moral and s p i r i t u a l  u n i t y ,  worked un by 
S t .  Bened ic t ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  a s t a b l e  and s i n c e r e  climate of harmony, 
mutual unders tanding ,  of  o r d e r  - and t h e r e f o r e  of peace  be  formed among 
a l l  t h e  people  of Europe, as i s  t h e  a r d e n t  d e s i r e  of a l l . "  

The pope ' s  message, which was r ead  by an a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Vat ican  
S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e ,  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  a t  Montecassino,  t h e  famous monastery 
n o t  f a r  from Naples and s i t e  of a b i t t e r l y  fought  World W a r  I1 b a t t l e .  
The monastery w a s  founded by S t .  Benedict  i-n t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y .  

Monas ter ies  based on S t .  B e n e d i c t ' s  r u l e s  f o r  monas t ic  l i f e - - o f t e n  
summarized as " O r a  e t  Labora" (p raye r  and work) --spread throughout  
Europe d u r i n g  t h e  d a r k  a g e s  when t h e  Roman Empire 's  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  had 
c o l l a p s e d .  
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The p o n t i f f  no ted  t h a t  " t h e  Bened ic t ine  r u l e  p e a c e f u l l y  invaded a l l  of 
Europe ... Outs ide  of  I t a l y ,  i n  Gaul, England, Belgium, F r i e s l a n d ,  a l l  of 
Germany and Swi tze r l and ,  Bened ic t ine  monas te r i e s  soon appeared.  Some 
t i m e  passed  and t h e n  t h e  I b e r i a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  Holland,  I r e l a n d ,  Bohemia, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Poland,  Hungary, Dalmatia ,  Albania  and,  on t h e  
f l a n k  of. P a l e s t i n e ,  S y r i a  and Cons tan t inop le  knew t h e  s a t i s f y i n g  and 
c i v i l i z i n g  works of  t h e  sons  of S t .  Benedic t . "  

Pope John Pau l  c a l l e d  " t h i s  u n i t y "  t h e  ''theme and t h e  a i m  of my message." 

Observing t h a t  Pope Pau l  VI had e a r l i e r  d e c l a r e d  St. Benedic t  t h e  p a t r o n  
s a i n t  of Europe, t h e  p o n t i f f  s a i d  t h e  founder  of wes te rn  monast ic ism had 
c a r r i e d  on t h e  work ''of t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  of  p e o p l e s ,  based on t h e i r  common 
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  H e  exclaimed t h a t  "peop les  who f o r  t h e i r h i s t o r i e s ,  
t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s ,  educa t ion  and c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  so d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  t hey  
o f t e n  opposed each  o t h e r  i n  war, n o n e t h e l e s s ,  felt themselves  a l l  Chris- 
t i a n ,  a l l  b e l i e v e r s  i n  God, a l l  f o r  t h e i r  f a i t h  t h e  sons  of t h e  same 
heavenly F a t h e r  and t h e  Church of  R o m e . "  

A s  he  c l o s e d  h i s  message t h e  pope noted t h a t  European c u l t u r e  " w a s  and 
s t i l l  i s  f o r t u n a t e l y  impregnated by C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  

The p o n t i f f  a l s o  e x t o l l e d  L a t i n  a s  t h e  language of t h e  o l d  Europe "spoken 
commonly by t h e  men of c u l t u r e  and used i n  t h e  l i t u r g y . "  I t  w a s  ''a c h a i n  
and e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  i d e a l  u n i t y , "  he s a i d .  (Three days  e a r l i e r  t h e  
pope t o l d  b i shops  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  d e s i r e  of t h o s e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  who want 
m a s s  s a i d  i n  L a t i n .  S i n c e  Va t i can  11, t h e  use  of venacu la r  languages  h a s  
n e a r l y  submerged t h e  use  of L a t i n .  B u t  t h e  pope s a i d  t h a t  " t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  church has  s p e c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  toward L a t i n ,  t h e  s p l e n d i d  
language of a n c i e n t  Rome.  I t )  

On a r e l i g i o u s  n o t e  of  l i g h t e r  v e i n ,  TIME magazine, i n  i t s  March 2 4 ,  
1 9 8 0  s t o r y  on Zimbabwe had an i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  on t h e  man who 
might occupy t h e  ceremonial  o f f i c e  of p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  new government of 
Prime M i n i s t e r - e l e c t  Robert  Mugabe. I t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "Mugabe's appa ren t  
c h o i c e  f o r  t h e  p re s idency  i s  t h e  R e v .  Canaan Banana, 4 4 ,  an  e c c e n t r i c  
Methodis t  m i n i s t e r  and ZANU m i l i t a n t  b e s t  known f o r  h i s  a d a p t a t i o n  of 
t h e  L o r d ' s  P raye r  t o  t h e  g o a l s  of b l ack  n a t i o n a l i s m :  'Teach u s  t o  demand 
o u r  s h a r e  of t h e  gold .  Forgive u s  o u r  d o c i l i t y  .... 1 II 

--Gene H.  Hogberg, N e w s  Bureau 


