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HOW THE BEATLES CHANGED THE CULTURE 

O F  THE WESTERN WORLD 

N e w s  c o v e r a g e  v i r t u a l l y  e q u a l  t o  a P r e s i d e n t i a l  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  What w a s  i t  t h a t  changed l i f e -  

styles and soc ia l  values of America? 

by H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong 

On Tuesday n i g h t ,  December 9 ,  I tuned  i n  t o  t h e  Walter C r o n k i t e  even- 
i n g  news. I w a s  shocked--almost  dumbfounded! I had been up l a t e  t h e  n igh t  
b e f o r e ,  n e a r  m i d n i g h t ,  and t u r n e d  on TV j u s t  b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  bed.  A spe-  
c i a l  news u p d a t e  announced t h e  murder of  B e a t l e  " s t a r "  John  Lennon. To 
m e  it c a r r i e d  no s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I n e v e r  w a s  a Beatle fan--nor  a " r o c k "  f a n .  
I had d i s m i s s e d  i t  from my mind. 

Then n e x t  n i g h t ,  Tuesday,  on C r o n k i t e ' s  5 : 3 0  e v e n i n g  news on  t h e  
Tucson CBS c h a n n e l ,  t h e  n e w s c a s t e r  I had r e g a r d e d  a s  " t o p "  i n  t h e  f i e l d  
shoved a s i d e  a l l  news a b o u t  t h e  P o l i s h  c r i s i s ,  Sov ie t  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r v e n -  
t i o n ,  t h e  w a r  between I r a q  and I r a n  and t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  w a r  between S y r i a  
and J o r d a n ,  and  s t a r t e d  on a l o n g  news s t o r y  of a one-man murder t h a t  had 
o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  h i s  news program t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

I w a s n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  b u t  due t o  amazement t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  C r o n k i t e  w a s  
g i v i n g  it so much t i m e  on n a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n ,  I s t a y e d  w i t h  him. When 
more t h a n  h a l f  h i s  h a l f - h o u r  w a s  p a s t ,  I f l i p p e d  o v e r  t o  NBC N i g h t l y  N e w s .  
They had n o t  y e t  come t o  t h e  Lennon s h o o t i n g  a p p a r e n t l y ,  b u t  i n  a b o u t  one 
minu te  t h e y  d i d ,  and announced a whole s p e c i a l  program t o  come on  a b o u t  
t h e  " r o c k "  murder  l a t e r .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  NBC s t i l l  gave  i t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
t i m e  i n  t h e  r ema inde r  o f  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  n i g h t l y  news. T o  g e t  someth ing  
d i f f e r e n t  I t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t e l e v i s i o n  c h a n n e l  f o r  t h e  MacNeil-Lehrer- 
Report--always a l o n g ,  s o l i d  n a t i o n a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l - i n t e r e s t  s u b j e c t .  
But s u r e  enough,  h e r e ,  a l s o ,  t h i s  John  Lennon w a s  s t e a l i n g  t h e i r  show-- 
a l t h o u g h  t h e y  t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a m o r e  s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  whether  t h e  
n a t i o n  s h o u l d  make gun sales  i l l e g a l .  

I n  d i s g u s t ,  I l e f t  TV,  b u t  a t  1 0  p.m. t u n e d  i n  f o r  t h e  LOCAL news. 
I t  w a s  a l l  e u l o g i z i n g  t h e  " r o c k "  " m u s i c i a n . "  A l o c a l  Tucson crowd of 
2 , 0 0 0  had f l o c k e d  t o  Reid P a r k  b a n d s h e l l  t o  leave roses, and mourn f o r  
t h e i r  dead  i d o l .  The l o c a l  s t a t i o n  had a l o t  a b o u t  t h e  "man and h i s  
' m u s i c ' "  ( I  had n e v e r  t h o u g h t  of  i t  as mus ic ,  b u t  a l o u d  r a u c o u s  SQUAWK 
and SCREAM w i t h  a f a s t  b e a t - - j u s t  an  i r r i t a t i n g  n o i s e ) .  

Pardon m e ,  p l e a s e !  P e r h a p s  I n e v e r  had any  m u s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a l -  
though I have  p l a y e d  t h e  p i a n o  s i n c e  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d .  I must  have  been  
t e r r i b l y  m i s l e d ,  f o r  I supposed  t h a t  t h e  s i n g i n g  of a Caruso  o r  a G a l l i -  
C u r c i  o f  my f a t h e r ' s  t i m e  o r  a P a v a r o t t i  o r  B e v e r l y  Sills, o r  a n  A r t h u r  
R u b i n s t e i n  o f  o u r  d a y  produced  mus ic .  I g u e s s  I'm t e r r i b l y  o u t  of d a t e .  
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I have  h e a r d  roosters  make a loud  r a u c o u s  squawk when b e i n g  c a p t u r e d  f o r  
a Sunday d i n n e r  when I w a s  a boy ,  b u t  j u s t  n e v e r  had been  " e d u c a t e d "  t o  
c a l l  t h a t  "music .  'I 

When as  a boy I worked one  summer i n  a f l o u r  m i l l ,  t o  t h e  c o n s t a n t  
" b e a t "  o f  t h e  mach ine ry  till i t  n e a r l y  d r o v e  m e  c r a z y ,  I somehow n e v e r  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w a s  "music .  I' 

Please b e a r  w i t h  m e  i n  my i g n o r a n c e .  

I d o  remember, when I w a s  i n  England a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
mid-60s,  t h e  ' 'Beatles" w e r e  b r e a k i n g  i n t o  p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  They had a new 
"way ou t ' '  s t y l e ,  w i t h  a n  i d i o t i c  mop-topped h a i r  s t y l e ,  w i t h  h a i r  c o v e r i n g  
t h e  f o r e h e a d  t o  t h e  eyebrows,  t h e  e a r s ,  and l o n g e r  h a i r  i n  t h e  back of  t h e  
head .  The f o r e h e a d  i s  t h e  sea t  of i n t e l l e c t - - t h e  mark o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
i n s t e a d  o f  a n i m a l  n o n - i n t e l l i g e n c e .  They s t a r t e d  t h e  s t y l e  o f  male  h a i r -  
d o  t o  t u r n  e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  reverse- -man w a s  becoming dumb b r u t e  a n i m a l .  

Then f o l l o w e d  t h e  era  o f  t h e  h i p p i e s ,  men w e a r i n g  r e a l  l o n g  h a i r  l i k e  
f e m a l e s .  

Even t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had a d o p t e d  a h a i r  s t y l e  
combing h a i r  down o v e r  a b o u t  h a l f  t h e  f o r e h e a d .  

Of t h e  Beatles,  Lennon seemed t o  b e  t h e  " b r a i n s , "  and  h i s  boyhood and 
l i f e  had been  t r o u b l e d  and  d i s t u r b e d .  H e  w a s  s e e k i n g  someth ing  t h a t  would 
s a t i s f y .  H e  even  d e l v e d  i n t o  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s .  But h e  w a s  i n f l u -  
enced  by e a s t e r n  p s y c h e d e l i c  and  demon i n f l u e n c e s .  H i s  v o i c e  w a s  t h e  m o s t  
g r i t t y ,  r a u c o u s  and h a r d ,  a n g r y ,  d r i v i n g ,  d e t e r m i n e d  o f  t h e  g r o u p .  Y e t  
he became l i k e  m i l d  p u t t y  i n  t h e  hands  o f  h i s  J a p a n e s e  w i f e .  I n  l a t e r  
y e a r s  he  became t h e  househusband,  t e n d i n g  t h e  c h i l d  and  house  d u t i e s  w h i l e  
t h e  d o m i n a t i n g  w i f e  s u p e r v i s e d  i n v e s t m e n t s  and  b u s i n e s s  matters.  

I n  h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  someth inq  t h a t  would s a t i s f y  h i s  t r o u b l e d  mind ,  he 
went i n t o  t h i n g s  m y s t i c  and  p s y - n e d e l i c - - n o t  r e a 1 i z i : : g  t h e y  weri3 S a t a n  
i n f l u e n c e d .  H e  g o t  o u t  a lbums w i t h  nude c o v e r s .  

I n  a way t h e  Bea t l e s  s t a r t e d  t h i s  modern t r e n d  i n  a new S a t a n -  
i n f l u e n c e d  l i f e s t y l e  o f  a d e g e n e r a t i n g  c u l t u r e  and s e n s e  o f  s o c i a l  v a l u e s .  
But  J o h n  Lennon w a s  t h e  m i n d - l e a d e r  i n  t h i s .  

I t  p i c k e d  up what  had been  s t a r t e d  by F rank  S i n a t r a ,  when t e e n - a g e  
g i r l s  r a n  sc reaming  h a l f  o u t  of  t h e i r  minds f o r  h i s  a u t o g r a p h .  I t  w a s  
r e v i v e d  and i n t e n s i f i e d  by E l v i s  P r e s l e y .  Then t h e  Beatles d e l i v e r e d  
S a t a n ' s  knockou t  blow t o  a n y  p u b l i c  s e n s e  o f  soc i a l  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  wor ld .  

The h i p p i e  f a d  f o l l o w e d .  Down went m o r a l i t y ,  r i s i n g  t r i u m p h a n t l y  w a s  
p romiscuous  sex,  ' ' p o t , "  d r u g s ,  d i v o r c e ,  b roken  homes. 

The wor ld  w i l l  d e i f y  and  w o r s h i p  one  who c a n  s t a r t  humani ty  on  s u c h  
a downward p l u n g e .  Lennon l e f t  a f o r t u n e ,  managed by h i s  J a p a n e s e  w i f e ,  
of s o m e  $ 2 3 0  m i l l i o n - - b u t  THAT'S OK w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c - - a s  l o n g  a s  h e  w a s  i n  
"Show-Biz" and l e a d i n g  a misgu ided  humanity f u r t h e r  i n t o  S a t a n ' s  way of 
l i f e .  

Lennon even  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  a t  one  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Beat les  w e r e  more 
p o p u l a r  t h a n  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  H e  had MILLIONS---untold MILLIONS of worsh ip -  
p e r s .  
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O f  c o u r s e  t h e  f a c t  a f o r m e r  " m e n t a l  p a t i e n t "  s h o t  him--gunned him 
down d e l i b e r a t e l y - - i s  t o  b e  a b h o r r e d .  But  w a s  n o t  S a t a n  p l a y i n g  h i s  r o l e  
t h e r e ?  Is  it n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  i f  n o t  a c e r t a i n t y ,  t h a t  t h e  k i l l e r  i s  demon 
p o s s e s s e d ?  What d i d  t h e  demon t h a t  may b e  i n  him have  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
p s y c h e d e l i c  demoniac  s p i r i t s  J o h n  Lennon w a s  f l i r t i n g  w i t h ?  T h e r e  w a s  
s o m e t h i n g  i n  common. The main e i g h t - c o l u m n  h e a d l i n e  i n  t h e  Tucson  D a i l y  
S t a r  s a i d ,  "FIXATED FAN LOVED H I M ,  AND KILLED H I M . "  

T h i s  w o r l d  i s  f a s t  l o s i n g  a l l  s e n s e - - i f  it ever had any--of t r u e  
s o c i a l  v a l u e s .  The l o w e r  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  s o c i a l  v a l u e s ,  t h e  more p o p u l a r  
t h e y  become i n  a m i s g u i d e d  a n d  d e c e i v e d  human i ty .  

WHAT HOPE I S  THERE,  I N  SUCH A WORLD? 

J u s t  one!  I t ' s  t i m e  w e  a l l  p r a y ,  " T H Y  KIPTGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE 
ON EARTH A S  I T  I S  I N  HEAVEN." And p u t  o u r  h e a r t s  and  e n e r g i e s  i n  o u r  
p r a y e r s  a s  d i s c i p l e s ,  l i k e  t h i s  now d e a d  " h e r o "  p u t  h i s  i n t o  t h e  r a u c o u s  
l o u d  squawk and  scream w i t h  t h e  " f a s t  b e a t . "  The w o r l d  c a n  p u t  r e a l  
e n e r g y  i n t o  t h e  t h i n g s  o f  S a t a n .  C a n ' t  w e  p u t  some r e a l  e n e r g y  i n t o  o u r  
p r a y e r s ?  

How s e r i o u s l y  do w e  r e a l l y  WANT God's Kingdom t o  come? L e t ' s  p u t  
some ENERGY i n t o  o u r  p r a y e r s  €or  it! 

FROM MINISTERIAL SERVICES 

Local E l d e r  D i e s  i n  Auto  A c c i d e n t  

Pe te r  Van Waardhu izen ,  Local E l d e r  i n  L e t h b r i d g e ,  Canada ,  w a s  k i l l e d  
i n s t a n t l y  i n  a n  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t  December 1. P e t e r ,  3 4 ,  i s  s u r v i v e d  
by h i s  w i f e ,  J o a n ,  a n d  t h e i r  s i x - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r ,  J a c k i e .  

M r .  Van Waardhuizen  w a s  b o r n  i n  H o l l a n d  and  moved t o  Canada when h e  w a s  a 
c h i l d .  H e  made h i s  home i n  F o r t  McLeod, A l b e r t a  a n d  s e r v e d  t h e  L e t h b r i d g e  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p a s t o r ,  Ken W e b s t e r ,  s i n c e  1 9 7 9  when h e  was 
o r d a i n e d .  M r .  Webster d e s c r i b e d  M r .  Van Waardhuizen  a s  " . . . v e r y  impres -  
s i v e ,  a c u t  above t h e  norm..  . ' I  as  f a r  as  h i s  service t o  t h e  Church  w a s  con-  
c e r n e d ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l  example  he  s e t  a n d  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  
h i s  se rmons .  P e t e r  w a s  a l so  a n  example  i n  t h e  community w h e r e  he w a s  
known a n d  admi red  by  a l l  l eve ls  o f  s o c i e t y .  The f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r  s a i d  
h i s  w a s  t h e  l a rges t  f u n e r a l  t h e  town ever had .  L e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  p e o p l e  
who f i l l e d  t h e  c h a p e l  t o  o v e r f l o w i n g  were loca l  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s .  The r e s t  
w e r e  f rom t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  community,  i n c l u d i n g  some m i n i s t e r s  o f  a d i f f e r -  
e n t  f a i t h .  

P e t e r  Van Waardhuizen  w a s  a man who g a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  h i s  best  e f f o r t .  H e  
w a s  h i s  company ' s  t o p  s a l e s m a n  f o r  a l l  of A l b e r t a .  P e t e r  w a s  o n  t h e  j o b  
i n  h i s  car when t h e  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d .  Mourned a s  a r e s p e c t e d  mem- 
ber  o f  t h e  community,  h e  w i l l  be missed m o s t  a s  a l o v i n g  f a m i l y  man and a 
f i n e  m i n i s t e r .  
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Two M i n i s t e r s '  Sons Need Y c E r  Prayers 

The e l d e s t  son  o f  M r .  and M r s .  E l l i s  LaRavia h a s  been i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  
s e v e r e  p a i n  f r o m  an  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  Sunday,  December 7 .  G l e n ,  who 
i s  1 8 ,  w a s  thrown f r o m  a p ick-up  t r u c k  n e a r  t h e  campus. H e  i n c u r r e d  many 
a b r a s i o n s  on h i s  body b u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e r n ,  and t h e  c a u s e  of a g r e a t  
d e a l  o f  p a i n  which comes and g o e s ,  i s  a b r a i n  c o n t u s i o n  ( b r u i s e d  b r a i n ) .  
Your p r a y e r s  and t h o s e  o f  t h e  b r e t h r e n  would be d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  by Glen 
and h i s  f a m i l y .  

A l s o ,  t h e  J i m  __i. Chapman f a m i l y  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e i r  son Wayne i s  s t i l l  i n  a 
coma. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he had been improving s l o w l y  u n t i l  t h i s  w e e k  when he 
e x p e r i e n c e d  a t empora ry  s e t b a c k .  H e  i s  back i n  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  care u n i t ,  
b u r  n a s  squeezed  a p a r e n t ' s  hand and opened h i s  e y e s  momenta r i ly .  Your 
c o n t i n u e d  p r a y e r s  f o r  Wayne and h i s  f a m i l y  are a l s o  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Expense A l l o t m e n t  Year-end Review 

Now i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e v i e w  your  expense  a l l o t m e n t .  When your  a l l o t m e n t  
check  i s  m a i l e d  i t  i s  s e n t  i n  advance  of p r o j e c t e d  e x p e n s e s .  A t  t h e  end 
of t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  t o t a l  o f  a l l  a l l o t m e n t  c h e c k s  w i l l  b e  added t o  your  W-2 
form a s  income. 

Un les s  you c a n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  j u s t i f y  t o  t h e  I R S  t h e  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s  t h a t  
match t h e  expense  a l l o t m e n t s  s e n t  you, you w i l l  end up hav ing  t o  pay t h e  
t a x  on i t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  f r o m  happening  you may want t o  r e v i e w  
t h e  r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  I R S  and make  s u r e  t h a t  you have t h e  
p r o p e r  r e c e i p t s  and  documenta t ion .  

The a l l o t m e n t  check i s  o n l y  t o  be  used  f o r  c h u r c h  b u s i n e s s  e x p e n s e s .  I f  
you have  r e c e i v e d  more expense  money t h a n  you a c t u a l l y  s p e n t ,  you s h o u l d  
r e t u r n  t h e  e x c e s s  t o  t h e  Church. W e  w i l l  need t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  check  no 
l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  midd le  o f  December i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e d i t  t h e  amount t o  your  
W - 2  s t a t e m e n t .  I f  w e  d o n ' t  have i t  by t h e n  w e  c a n ' t  be  s u r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
p r o c e s s i n g  w i l l  g e t  done .  What t h i s  means i s  t h a t  you w i l l  need t o  approx-  
i m a t e  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  e x p e n s e s  i n  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  

If you f i n d  t h a t  your  a l l o t m e n t  h a s  exceeded  your  expense  by v e r y  much, 
you may want  t o  c o n s i d e r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  a l l o t m e n t .  I f  you want  t o  d o  t h i s ,  
p l e a s e  i n c l u d e  a n o t e  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  w i t h  t h e  check  when you send  i t .  

Anyone who n e e d s  an  i n c r e a s e  i n  h i s  a l l o t m e n t  s h o u l d  send a m e m o  t o  Minis -  
t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  needed change .  These r e q u e s t s  a r e  rev iewed 
and e v a l u a t e d  b o t h  by M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  and t h e  Reg iona l  A s s i s t a n t s .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N e w s  

F rench  Repor t  A v e r y  good r e s p o n s e  w a s  g i v e n  t o  a f a i r  b o o t h  se t  up by 
t h e  P a r i s  Church i n  L e  S a l o n  d e  l ' E n f a n c e ,  a f a i r  h e l d  e a c h  y e a r  i n  Pa r i s .  
Over 770 p e o p l e  a s k e d f o r  a s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  -- L a  P u r e  V e r i t e .  N o t  o n l y  w e r e  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  r e a c h e d ,  b u t  many t h o u s a n d s  of p e o p l e  s t o p p e d  and a sked  ques -  
t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i v e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h i c h - - s u r p r i s i n g l y  t o  them--were 
f r e e !  I t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  more may come from t h i s  p u b l i c i t y .  
The b o o t h  c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  b r e t h r e n  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  be  used  a g a i n  a t  
o t h e r  f a i r s .  The members o f  t h e  P a r i s  Church a l s o  w e r e  v e r y  encouraged  

(Cont inued  on  Page 6 )  
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Why Japan 
Has Passed 

Detroit! 
Prime Minister Sato, in 1970, 

warned me against an industrial 
war between our countries! 

H~RBERT W Aeurnnrr. 

Page 5 



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT,  December 1 2 ,  1 9 8 0  
* 

Page  6 

by t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  b o o t h  and  i n  h a v i n g  d i -  
rect  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d ,  i n  t h i s  way, h e l p i n g  t h e  G o s p e l  t o  b e  
p r e a c h e d .  

Growth i n  F r e n c h  Canada:  M r .  B o b  S c o t t  w r i t e s  f r o m  Quebec  C i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  
has been a g i g a n t i c  i n f l u x  of new people i n  t h e  area.  I n  t he  l a s t  month 
and  a h a l f ,  2 6  brand-new p e o p l e  ( 1 6  a d u l t s  a n d  1 0  c h i l d r e n )  showed u p  a t  
l e a s t  o n c e  a t  services .  About h a l f  o f  them seem v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
Church .  

M r .  P i c a r d ,  o u r  m i n i s t e r  i n  M o n t r e a l  S o u t h ,  w r i t e s  i n  h i s  O c t o b e r  r e p o r t  
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  F e a s t ,  t h e  Church  h a s n ' t  s t o p p e d  g rowing  i n  membersh ip .  
Four  new f a m i l i e s ,  of wh ich  e i g h t  are  a d u l t s  and  s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  a t t e n d  
services r e g u l a r l y  now. S e v e r a l  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  shown i n t e r e s t  a s  w e l l  
i n  a t t e n d i n g  r e g u l a r  S a b b a t h  services .  

N e w s  f rom H a i t i :  I n  h i s  l a s t  l e t t e r  d a t e d  November 8 ,  1 9 8 0  M r .  L i o n e l  
E s t i n v i l  w r o t e  u s :  " S i n c e  my r e t u r n ,  M r .  Jove and  I have  made many 
v i s i t s .  B e s i d e s  t h e  n i n e  v i s i t s  I have  a l r e a d y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  n e x t  week,  
w e  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  week 1 5  l e t t e r s ,  among which  t h e r e  a r e  1 0  PV r e q u e s t s ,  
8 l i t e r a t u r e  r e q u e s t s ,  3 r e q u e s t s  f o r  v i s i t s  and  t w o  r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e .  W h a t ' s  more, w e  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  ( o r a l l y )  1 2  more PV 
r e q u e s t s  a n d  o n e  r e q u e s t  for t h e  B i b l e  C o u r s e .  T h e r e  are three or f o u r  
p e o p l e  who are  r e a d y  f o r  b a p t i s m  . . . . I '  

On O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  Mr. L i o n e l  E s t i n v i l  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
American c i t i z e r s h i p .  T5ls wLll r ;_rn, t ly  f z ~ ~ l i + ~ + e  h i s  t r a v e l  he tween 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  H a i t i .  W e  a r e  happy t o  welcome a new American 
among us!  

N e w s  f rom Guadeloupe:  Mr. D u b o i s ,  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  November 1 7  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
M r .  A p a r t i a n ,  g i v e s  u s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  news: "Here, a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
a t m o s p h e r e  of t h e  c o u n t r y  i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  c a l m  a t  a l l .  
T h e r e  i s  a n  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p  which  demands s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  F r a n c e .  T o n i g h t  
t h r e e  bombs e x p l o d e d  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  areas:  o n e  i n  a b a n k ,  a n o t h e r  i n  
f r o n t  of a p o l i c e  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t h i r d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n s  of a l a r g e  h o t e l  
i n  S t .  F r a n c o i s .  Because of t h e  l a t e  h o u r  a t  whiz;! t h e s e  bombs exp lo f i ed ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  no  v i c t i m s .  The a t t e m p t s  a r e  mean t  m o s t  of a l l  t o  create  a 
f e e l i n g  of i n s e c u r i t y  i n  t he  c o u n t r y .  About  t w o  mon ths  ago, there was a 
ser ies  of a t t e m p t s  of t h i s  k i n d ,  B u t  t h i s  t i m e  a p e r s o n  w a s  k i l l e d ,  a 
young F r e n c h  so ld ie r  who had t r i e d  t o  d i s m a n t l e  o n e  of t h e s e  bombs. Soon 
t h e  c a l m n e s s  a n d  t h e  s e r e n i t y  of l i v i n g  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  A n t i l l e s  w i l l  be 
a t h i n g  of t h e  p a s t . .  . . I' 
M r .  B e r n a r d  H o n g e r l o o t  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P a s a d e n a :  The d e c i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  
made t o  t r a n s f e r  M r .  H o n g e r l o o t  t o  P a s a d e n a  so he  c a n  ass is t  M r .  A p a r t i a n  
i n  h i s  many r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  area of t h e  Work. I n  t h e  mean- 
t i m e ,  a s  t h e  H o n g e r l o o t s  are e x p e c t i n g  a new baby  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
J a n u a r y ,  t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  w i l l  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  t o w a r d s  mid - Janua ry .  

Income up:  The o f f e r i n g s  a t  t h e  F e a s t  t h i s  y e a r  i n c r e a s e d  11% o v e r  t h o s e  
a y e a r  ago. I n  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  r e v e n u e  i n  F r a n c e  showed a n  i n c r e a s e  of 2 1 % .  
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A u s t r a l i a n  Repor t  A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time \ A . - e  a r e  go ing  t h r o u g h  a c o n s o l i d a -  
t i o n  p e r i o d  which i n c l u d e s  a slow down i n  p romot ions  and m a i l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s .  O t h e r  media h a v t  a l s o  dropped  somewhat compared t o  l a s t  
y e a r .  However, a s o l i d  b a s e  of PLAIN TRUTH r e a d e r s  and co-workers  h a s  
k e p t  o u r  d o n a t i o n  arid r e g u l a r  mail coming i n  a t  a c o n s i s t e n t  r a t e .  

Our lower m a i l  c o u n t  h a s  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on i n c o m e .  W e  a r e  m o s t  g r a t e -  
f u l  f o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  income f o r  November--up 3 4 . 8 2  o v e r  t h e  
same month l a s t  y e a r .  Our y e a r - t o - d a t e  i n c r e a s e  now s t a n d s  a t  2 7 % .  T h i s  
s o l i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  income s e r v e s  t o  remind u s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  w o r k  of  
men, b u t  t h e  Work o f  God, and i t  i s  He who lays it on t h e  h e a r t s  o f  
members, co-workers ,  and o t h e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  H i s  Work f i n a n c i a l l y .  

Church N e w s :  Our Reg iona l  D i rec to r ,  M r .  Bob Morton, h a s  been t r a v e l l i n g  
e x t e n s i v e l y  t h i s  p a s t  month v i s i t i n g  a number o f  c h u r c h  a reas  t h r o u g h o u t  
A u s t r a l i a .  So f a r  he h a s  v i s i t e d  P e r t h ,  A d e l a i d e ,  Gold C o a s t ,  N e w c a s t l e ,  
H o b a r t ,  Launces ton ,  and Devonport  once e a c h ,  and Sydney and B r i s b a n e  t w i c e ,  
c o n d u c t i n g  S a b b a t h  s e r v i c e s  and B i b l e  s t u d i e s ,  and g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e i r  w ives .  These  t r i p s  a re  p r o v i n g  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  
promot ing  c h u r c h  m i t y  ar,d ir? h d p i n g  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and members t o  s o l i d l y  
s u p p o r t  M r .  Armstrong i n  d o i n g  God ' s  Work i n  t h i s  a r e a  of t h e  w o r l d .  

M r .  Morton l e a v e s  t h i s  coming Wednesday, December 3 r d ,  f o r  S i n g a p o r e  and 
Malays i a .  H e  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  w i t h  members i n  t h a t  area a s  w e l l  a s  m e e t -  
i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r i n t e r s  and d i s t r i b u t o r s  o f  The PLAIN TRUTH magazine .  M r .  
Morton w i l l  b e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  ways t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r i n t i n g  
of t h e  magazine ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  r e a d e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A u s t r a l i a  
and A s i a .  

A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program 

M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and  I h a v e  j u s t  r e t u r n e d ' f r o m  the  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. How I e v e r  g o t  a l o n g  w i t h o u t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n - - w i t h o u t  
making co los sa l  b l u n d e r s ,  o n l y  God knows, f o r  it must  have been 
by t h e  g r a c e  of God. Now w e  c a n  a l l  speak  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  w e  
are s p e a k i n g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  you are  s p e a k i n g .  

W e  t h a n k  you f o r  i t .  W e  want you t o  know w e  a p p r e c i a t e  m i n i s t e r s  
Joe Tkach,  L a r r y  S a l y e r ,  Leroy  N e f f ,  Dean B l a c k w e l l ,  E l l i s  LaRavia 
and o t h e r s  a t  M i n i s t e r i a l  S e r v i c e s  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t r u t h  of God 
t o  u s  EXACTLY t h e  way you,  M r .  Armst rcng ,  have checked  and approved .  

W e  feel  t h a t  w e  have n o t  h e a r d  t h e  t r u t h  p r e a c h e d  so e x a c t l y  a s  you 
have  t a u g h t  it f o r  a t  l ea s t  FIFTEEN YEARS. I a m  u s i n g  t h e  informa-  
t i o n  w e  r e c e i v e d  a s  a g u i d e  t o  e v e r y  sermon, i n  e v e r y  c o u n s e l l i n g  
s e s s i o n ,  i n  my e v e r y  d e c i s i o n ,  even  i n  my t h o u g h t s .  

P e r h a p s  m o s t  of a l l ,  w e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  t o t a l  l o y a l t y  of M i n i s t e r i a l  
Services t o  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  Armstrong,  t h e  a p o s t l e  whom J e s u s  C h r i s t  
h a s  used  a s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  t e a c h  u s  a l l  t h e  t r u t h  of God t h a t  w e  
know. F o r  t h i s  i s  PROOF POSITIVE t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  is p u t t i n g  t h e  
Church of God back on t h e  TRACK. 

Lynn and Wynona T o r r a n c e  
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Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  a l l o w i n g  my w i f e  P a u l e t t e  and m e  t o  be a p a r t  
o f  t h e  f i f t h  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. W e  a l s o  had t h e  p r i v i -  
l e g e  of  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  l a s t  S a b b a t i c a l  Program which w a s  t e r m i - -  
n a t e d  a t  t h e  ha l f -way mark. I was somewhat d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  n o t  b e i n g  
a b l e  t o  comple t e  t h e  S a b b a t i c a l  b u t  now c l e a r l y  see your  wisdom and 
f o r e s i g h t  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  three-week M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  Program ' 

t o  r e p l a c e  i t .  

T h i s  new program w i l l  b r i n g  a l l  of t h e  m i n i s t r y  much more r a p i d l y  t o  
t h e  p l a c e  where w e  a r e  a l l  s p e a k i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  The f a i t h f u l  
t e a m  you have  c h o s e n  t o  s u p p o r t  you i n  Pasadena  a re  v e r y  o b v i o u s l y  
d e d i c a t e d  and l o y a l  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  and t o  you,  M r .  Armstrong.  W e  
were s e r v e d  b o t h  p h y s i c a l l y  and s p i r i t u a l l y  i n  a way w e  w i l l  n o t  s o o n  
f o r g e t .  Thank you f o r  your  l o v e  and l o y a l t y  t o  u s  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  
t h i s  program. Our p r a y e r s  and t h o u g h t s  a re  w i t h  you d a i l y  as  you 
l e a d  u s  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  Great  Commission. 

Ron and P a u l e t t e  Jameson 

Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

My w i f e  and  I j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from a t t e n d i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. W e  wanted t o  r e l a y  t o  you o u r  d e e p  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  oppor-  
t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  and  p a r t i c i p a t e .  W e  found t h e  t o p i c s  cove red  and 
t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  t o  be  e x t r e m e l y  r e l e v a n t  and h e l p f u l .  The 1 4 0  
pages  of n o t e s  I took w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a r e f e r e n c e  notebook f o r  y e a r s  t o  
come. W e  found it v e r y  h e l p f u l  t o  learn what  your  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
t h e  o f f i c i a l  Church t e a c h i n g  was o n  t h e  l a r q e  a r r a y  of t o p i c s  c o v e r e d .  
W e  had h e a r d  o n l y  p o s i t i v e  comments f r o m  t h o s e  who p r e v i o u s l y  
a t t e n d e d .  But t h e  m a t e r i a l  w a s  even b e t t e r  t h a n  w e  had e x p e c t e d .  

M r .  Armst rong ,  w e  are  i n s p i r e d  by t h e  ways God i s  u s i n g  you t o  r e a c h  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  l e a d e r s  w i t h  H i s  message ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  way God i s  u s i n g  
you t o  d i r e c t  H i s  Work. Our f a m i l y  p r a y s  f o r  you d a i l y .  

L y l e  and Margie  Welty 

M r .  Armstrong:  

G r e e t i n g s  from Akron, Ohio.  My w i f e  and I j u s t  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  
three-week R e f r e s h i n g  Program a t  Pasadena .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  want t o  j o i n  
many o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  i n  s a y i n g  a s p e c i a l  " t h a n k  you" f o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  you have  made t h i s  program a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s .  

I know o n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a s  been s a d l y  l a c k i n g  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  
few y e a r s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  h a s  been u n i t y .  But  I c e r t a i n l y  know from 
t h e  three-week program what C h r i s t  h a s  l e d  you t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i n  a l l  
t h e  major d o c t r i n a l  areas .  You can  c o u n t  on u s  t o  ' ' t e a c h  a s  w e  have 
been  t a u g h t "  t h e s e  b a s i c  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h s .  

You are  i n  o u r  p r a y e r s  d a i l y ,  and w e  c e r t a i n l y  w i s h  you and your  
f a m i l y  t h e  best  i n  e v e r y  way. Thanks f o r  your  many y e a r s  of  ha rd  
w o r k  and  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  Work o f  God. Your example h a s  been  an  
i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  a l l  of u s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and c h u r c h .  

Mike and Sandy Swaqer ty  
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Dear M r .  Armst rong:  

Wi th  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  P r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and  
o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  of i t ,  w e  f e l t  t h a t  when all Church  p a s t o r s  and  t h e i r  
wives had  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  th ree -week  s e s s i o n s ,  w e  would have  t h e  
u n i t y  a n d  love i n  t h e  Church  and  m i n i s t r y  t h a t  we 've l o n g e d  f o r .  
T h i s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i t y  w e  c o u l d  see among y o u r  p e r s o n a l  ass is-  
t a n t s  a t  P a s a d e n a :  M r .  Tkach ,  M r .  B l a c k w e l l ,  M r .  Ne f f  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
men r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  t o  u s  what  you have  a l w a y s  t a u g h t ,  
and  t h e  u n i t y  w e  s a w  d e v e l o p  i n  t h e  g r o u p  w e  w e r e  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  be 
a p a r t  o f .  
However, w e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  power o f  God and v ;L 'a t  iIe :-.;; been  
d o i n g  t h r o u g h  you.  F o r ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  home w e  w e r e  o f f  
a g a i n  t o  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s .  What happened  t h e r e  t h i s  y e a r  
w a s  i n c r e d i b l e !  The love a n d  f e l l o w s h i p  w a s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  w e  have  
ever e x p e r i e n c e d  b e f o r e .  G o d  a l r e a d y  had b r o u g h t  t o  p a s s  i n  t h e  
Church  a s  a whole  what  w e  e x p e r i e n c e d  on  t h a t  t h i r d  R e f r e s h i n g  P ro -  
gram. G o d  h a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  b l e s s e d  y o u r  e v e r y  e f f o r t  a n d  t h e  e f f o r t  
of a l l  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  who have  s t r i v e n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  y o u r  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  p u t t i n g  H i s  Church  b a c k  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t a c k .  
How w o n d e r f u l  it i s  t o  be a p a r t  o f  God ' s  Church  and  how c o m f o r t i n g  
it i s ,  M r .  Arms t rong ,  t o  b e  s e c u r e  i n  t h e  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  J e s u s  
C h r i s t  i s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  H i s  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  you. 

L y a l l  and  Winn i s  J o h n s t o n  

Dear M r .  Arms t rong :  

The classes of t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program have  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  h e l p f u l  
and  e n c o u r a g i n g .  I h a v e  t a k e n  many p a g e s  of n o t e s  h o p i n g  I g o t  a l l  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n .  I e s p e c i a l l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and  
d i s c u s s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  m e e t i n g s  M r .  Tkach ,  M r .  M c N a i r  and  M r .  
B l a c k w e l l  and  o t h e r s  h a v e  had w i t h  y o u ,  M r .  Arms t rong .  Our u n d e r -  
s t a n d i n g  o f  y o u r  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  gove rnmen t  of God i n  t h e  Church  are  
pa ramoun t .  

Thank you M r .  Arms t rong  f o r  y o u r  u n s w e r v i n g  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  l e a d e r s h i 1  
Bonn ie  a n d  I a re  eager t o  serve i n  a n y  way w e  can t o  h e l p  you p r e p a r c  
t h e  Church  f o r  o u r  K i n g ' s  r e t u r n .  

Bonn ie  a n d  L a r r y  G r e i d e r  

M r .  A rms t rong :  

T h e r e  i s  n o  q u e s t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  t h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  i n s p i r i n g  t h e s e  
classes.  Those  you have  c h o s e n  t o  t e a c h  t h e  c lasses  ARE y i e l d i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  G o d .  H e  i s  s p e a k i n g  t h r o u g h  them g i v i n g  them wisdom, 
d i s c e r n m e n t ,  a n d  b a l a n c e  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  " f a i t h  o n c e  d e l i v e r e d . "  

Thank you v e r y  v e r y  much, M r .  Arms t rong  f o r  y o u r  l e a d e r s h i p .  W e  
KNOW G o d  i s  l e a d i n g  you .  W e  would n e v e r  have known how f a r  w e  had 
d r i f t e d  had  n o t  G o d  r a i s e d  you up  t o  show u s .  

Please n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  w e  p r a y  f o r  you d a i l y ,  and  a p p r e c i a t e  d e e p l y  
t h e  love you show t o  u s .  W e  a r e  now r e f r e s h e d  and r e a d y  t o  h o l d  y o u r  
h a n d s  up  more t h a n  ever! ! ! 

M e 1  D a h l g r e n  
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Dear M r .  Armstrong:  

R e c e n t l y  w e  began a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c l a s s e s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program. W e  wanted t o  d r o p  you a s h o r t  n o t e  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  w e  f e e l  
i t  i s  a g r e a t  program and f e e l  i t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  as  f a c u l t y  members i n  
t h e  C o l l e g e .  

T h i s  program i s  a g r e a t  improvement o v e r  t h e  s a b b a t i c a l  program o f  
t h e  p a s t .  The o l d  program f a i l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  o n e ' s  knowledge o f  t h e  
B i b l e  and how t o  b e  a 'more  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v a n t  of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  I n -  
s t e a d ,  many c lasses  c o n t a i n e d  a s u b t l e  move t o  d i s c r e d i t  c e r t a i n  
d o c t r i n e s  and  p r o p h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  Church.  The s t u d e n t s  
l e f t  t h e  c lass  w i t h  more q u e s t i o n s  t h a n  answers .  

The R e f r e s h i n g  Program, on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  i s  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  or a n  
undermining  o f  p e o p l e ' s  f a i t h .  I n s t e a d ,  it r e k i n d l e s  onl? 's  d e s i r e  
t o  do t h e  Work of  G o d .  I t  b r i n g s  back o l d  e n t h u s i a s m s  which are  so 
common t o  t h o s e  who s t i l l  have  t h e i r  f i r s t  l o v e .  I f  any  program c a n  
b r i n g  a b o u t  a ' ' r e v i v a l "  t o  God ' s  m i n i s t r y - - i t  would have  t o  be one  
s u c h  a s  t h i s  which i s  so m e t i c u l o u s  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  which 
God h a s  r e v e a l e d  t o  H i s  a p o s t l e .  The o n l y  way t h i s  program c o u l d  be 
improved i s  i f  - you t a u g h t  i t  p e r s o n a l l j , .  

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y  f o r  your  h e a l t h  a s  you l e a d  u s  i n  t h e  most impor- 
t a n t  Work on  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  

Wesley and Linda  White 

M r .  Tkach: 

I know you have r e c e i v e d  many d o z e n s  of n o t e s  a b o u t  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  
Program t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  t a u g h t  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  b u t  I must  
add a few comments f o r  m y  w i f e  and m e .  W e  had a s p l e n d i d  t h r e e  w e e k s  
a t  Pasadena .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  from 
a l l  o v e r  t h e  g l o b e  w a s  p r i c e l e s s .  The c lasses  w e r e  t ho rough  i n  t h e i r  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  and made i n t e r e s t i n g  by t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  who t a u g h t  them. 

One o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  I wanted t o  make t h a t  r e a l l y  impressed  m e .  
On t h e  s p e c i a l  d a y  of t h a n k s g i v i n g  t h a t  w e  had on November 1 5 ,  t h e  
o n e s  d o i n g  t h e  s e r v i n g  o f  t h e  f o o d ,  t h e  p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  c o f f . e ,  and 
o t h e r  s u c h  t a s k s  w e r e  none o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  who had been 
t e a c h i n g  u s .  T h a t  t y p i f i e d  t h e  s e r v i n g  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  w e  s a w  f o r  t h e  
e n t i r e  t h r e e  weeks.  

Thanks a g a i n  t o  you and your  s t a f f  f o r  your  a t t i t u d e  of service and 
your  l o y a l  s u p p o r t  of M r .  H e r b e r t  Armstrong.  

Mike and Sandy Swager ty  

M r .  Joe Tkach: 

G r e e t i n g s .  W e  ( B i l l i e  Sue and I )  are  v e r y  g r a  q f i 1  f o r  t h e  t h r e e -  
week R e f r e s h i n g  Program which M r .  Armstrong m a <  ? p o s s i b l e .  W e  t hank  
a l l  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s .  W e  aze g l a d  t o  see t h e  
c l o s e n e s s  t h a t  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and know God i s  
p l e a s e d .  H o p e f u l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y  w i l l  be  g i v e n  t h i s  R e f r e s h e r  
a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  Thank you f o r  your  work and p a r t  i n  making 
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o u r  v i s i t  o u t s t a n d i n g .  I hope you and your  f a m i l y  a r e  d o i n g  w e l l .  
Our p r a y e r s  a r e  w i t h  you aild t h o s e  d o i n g  G o d ' s  Work by s u p p o r t i n g  
M r .  Armstrong.  Thanks! 

Burk and B i l l i e  Sue M c N a i r  

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

W e  would l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t h a n k  you and - a l l  who s o  
w i l l i n g l y  d e v o t e d  t i m e  and e f f o r t  to making t h i s  program t h e  success 
i t  w a s .  Every  f a c e t  of  t h e  program was w e l l  p l a n n e d ,  and t h e  com- 
p o s i t e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e a r  f r u i t  i n  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  do  o u r  j o b  t h a t  much 
b e t t e r .  

Once a g a i n  w e  are a l l  s p e a k i n g  w i t h  one  a c c o r d ,  w i t h  t h e  t r u n k  of t h e  
t ree  knowledge w e  w e r e  t a u g h t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  by d e d i c a t e d  men 
l i k e  M r .  G e r a l d  Waterhouse.  The re  i s  no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  i n  t h i s  Church. Thank you a l l .  

Bryan and I n a  Math ie  

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

Thank you f o r  your  example o f  d e d i c a t i o n  and l o y a l t y  t o  God ' s  Work 
and M r .  Armstrong.  M r .  Armstrong i s  b l e s s e d  t o  have you and a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t s  t h e r e  i n  Pasadena  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
and w i v e s  on t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program. I t  w a s  a b l e s s i n g  and p r i v i l e g e  
t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f i f t h  R e f r e s h i n g  Program t-ven though  three  
weeks i s  somewhat l ong  t o  be away from t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

Everyone seemed t o  go  o u t  of t h e i r  way t o  s e r v e  u s ,  and make o u r  s t a y  
p l e a s a n t  and e n j o y a b l e .  M r .  C a r l t o n  Green i s  a gem, and  he and h i s  
l o v e l y  w i f e  are a r e a l  asset  t o  t h e  S t u d e n t  C e n t e r  and Ambassador 
Co l l ege !  

M r .  Armstrong and  a l l  o f  you have g i v e n  u s  so much i n  so many ways,  
I f e e l  w e  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  a b l e  t o  r e p a y  you. H o p e f u l l y ,  w e  a l l  i n  
t h e  m i n i s t r y  c a n  f o l l o w  your  t remendous example of  s e r v i c e  and g i v e  
o u r s e l v e s  w h o l l y  t o  s e r v i n g  G o d  and H i s  p r e c i o u s  b r e t h r e n .  

May God b l e s s  you and your  f a m i l y ,  and a l l  t h o s e  i n  G o d ' s  Work. 

P a u l e t t e  J a m e s o n  

Dear M r .  Tkach: 

W e  have  had several weeks t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  R e f r e s h i n g  Program t h a t  
w e  e n j o y e d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  c o u r s e s  and t h e  
e f f o r t s  t h a t  you and t h e  o t h e r  i n s t r u c t o r s  p u t  i n t o  i t .  The f e l l o w -  
s h i p  w a s  g r e a t  and  w e  e n j o y e d  e v e r y  minu te  o f  it. B e s t  o f  a l l ,  i s  
t h e  knowledge t h a t  w e  a r e  on  t r a c k  and a l l  coming t o  t h e  same under -  
s t a n d i n g .  

Our h e a r t  f e l t  t h a n k s  go  t o  you and a l l  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  f o r  your  and 
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on o u r  b e h a l f ,  and t o  M r .  Armstrong f o r  h i s  g u i d a n c e  
and  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Work. A s p e c i a l  h e l l o  t o  "DOC" Kessler, whom I 
have known i.n t h e  Work f o r  many y e a r s ,  who h e l p e d  make o u r  s t a y  e n j o y -  
a b l e .  I t  h a s  a l l  added up t o  a g r e a t  b i g  b l e s s i n g  f o r  u s .  

M r .  and M r s .  Valden Whit6 
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Members ADDreciate Fruits cf Refreshins Proiiram 

Dear Mr. Armstrong: 

Just wanted to send you a note of deep appreciation. Our minister 
just returned from his three weeks at the college, so last Sabbath 
his sermon was to fill us in on what he did and how it was. 

He was so excited and enthusiastic about his experiences. He told 
us all the classes were based on the Bible and everyone's attitude 
was so good. Like it used to be. And that the college and students 
had returned to what it had once been--God's College. 

Our minister, Mr. Lambert Greer, was so overcome as he talked about 
how wonderful and exciting it a l l  was to be back on the right track 
working with and under converted men....I am so glad the Church has 
the three-week program for ministers and only wish more could go 
through it so some wouldn't have to wait so long for their turn. 

Barbara Boedeker 

Dear Mr. Tkach: 

A word of thanks for the most wonderful Feast that my wife and I have 
ever attended on the beautiful grounds of Ambassador College and the 
Worldwide Church of God. Words can't express the beauty, harmony. 
arid oneness ~f mind t h a c  we f - , 1 1 7 6  + h e r o  ac, God d i d  aiiide the  F e a s t  2s 
never before. It was a thrill to hear you speak enthusiastically 
about God's way of life as we hadn't seen or heard you since about 
1965 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

I appreciate very much the Refreshing Program that Mr. Armstrong 
instituted as it has had a very positive impact on our minister Mr. 
Dennis Doucet in his preaching, guidance, and instruction. Mr. 
Doucet is doing an outstanding job here in the Beaumont Church and 
the Lake Charles Church. 

May God give Mr. Armstrong long life as I support him 1000% and you 
and the others who are helping him to fulfill the Commission. 

Eugene G. Koch 

Feast-goers Leave Positive Impression on Community 

Dear Mr. Tkach: 

Just though I'd mention that excellent reports are continuing to come 
to my attention from the local community regarding the conduct of our 
people attending the Feast. 

On the way to services this past Sabbath, one of our members travel- 
ling to Rapid City for services stopped at a town along the way for 
lunch. At the Holiday in Spearfish, S.D. (60 miles from Rapid City), 
during lunch, they happened to engage in conversation with the owners 
of several motels in Rapid City. (The owners of the motels were 
unaware that they were talking to Church members until after the con- 
versation, at which time our people informed them of the same.) 
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The motel owners mentioned they felt uneasy about the town hosting a 
church convention, since the 
years ago. But they were highly impressed with the friendLhip, 
cheerfulness, helpful attitude, etc. etc. of the W.C.G. members. 
She also stated her husband had some type of health problem--that is 
now in the process of being corrected--with dietary helps suggested 
by our members! They are thankful to have met our people! Thought 
you might like to know. 

Steve Buchanan 

had left a bad impression several 
~ _- 

Comments From Monthly Church Reports 

KINGSPORT, TN--GEORGE ELKINS: In spite of the fact that three new 
Church congregations have begun in neighboring areas that drew some 
of Kingsport's attendance, we are still averaging over 10% increase 
in attendance since I came here 16 months ago! God is truly blessing 
Mr. Armstrong's efforts in putting us back on track! 

KNOXVILLE, TN--DAVID L. ORBAN: Feel the special Sabbath of thanks 
designated by Mr. Armstrong was a grand idea. It allowed all of us 
to unitedly express our feelings of gratitude to God in a way we 
couldn't have individually. Our potluck afterwards had nearly 100% 
attendance, even though it was 20 miles away from our Church hall. 

SAN ANTONIO, TX--GREGORY L. SARGENT: I am well pleased with the 
Church's progress in San Antonio. Attendance is up. Attitudes have 
been very good--all seem enthusiastic over new responsibilities with 
the area monitor system. Mr. Armstronq's Bible study tapes, YOUTH/81 
magazine ideas and youthful zest in carrying out this Work's Comis- 
sion have all been very inspiring to this Church. It has really set 
the pace for putting the Church back on the track. 

LAWTON, OK--DAVID CARLEY: The Church is strong and solidly behind 
God's Work and Mr. Armstrong. 

EAU CLAIRE, WI-ST. PAUL, MN--BILL JAHNS: The Eau Claire Church is in 
a fine attitude. The Spokesman Club in the area got off to a fine 
start. Things are also going well in the St. Paul area. The brethren 
had a very good Feast. And all the brethren are thankful that God 
has relieved us of the lawsuit in California. 

CHICAGO, IL--ROGER ABELS: Very positive comments about the F.O.T. 
This was the first time in years that I didn't have to deal with 
negative questions or comments by at least some people. All seemed 
to be positively moved by the Feast this year. 

FRESNO, CA--ALTON B. BILLINGSLEY: Mr. Rader really did a lot for our 
area by being here in Fresno. The members were really impressed-- 
seeing and hearing him at our special Bible study. One lady who has 
been critical of him is no longer! She made a very favorable comment 
to the effect that hearing about him (from critics) and hearing from 
him are two different things (my words). He and his party did a very 
fine and impressive job while they were here. We really appreciate 
their coming and their thoughtfulness, kindness, Bible study, etc. 
and long, hard hours. 
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KANSAS C I T Y ,  KS--BRYAN H. HOYT:  The b r e t h r e n  w e r e  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
a b o u t  t h e  F e a s t .  They r e p o r t e d  i t  a s  b e i n g  e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d  u p l i f t i n g .  

CASPER, WY--JAMES JENKINS: A r e a  i s  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s t a b l e  w i t h  
p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  b u t  no new P.M.'s. I know of no o n e  i n  t h e  area 
t h a t  i s  n o t  s o l i d l y  b e h i n d  M r .  H e r b e r t  W .  Arms t rong  a n d  t h e  Church .  

- .  

J O P L I N ,  MO--VINCE SZYMKOWIAK: A l l  of t h e  b r e t h r e n  a r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  
a b o u t  M r .  Rader ' s  new book.  They are s a y i n g  t h e y  h a v e  a l l  come t o  
know a n d  love M r .  Rader  much more now. They r e a l i z e  what  a l o y a l  
s e r v a n t  o f  God M r .  Rader i s .  

SPOKANE, WA--ROGER FOSTER: Church  r e a l i z e d  t r e m e n d o u s  b e n e f i t s  f rom 
s e r v i n g  o t h e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  Spokane  s i t e .  The economic  t r e n d  i s  
s u c h  t h a t  new jobs a re  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  when a j o b  i s  l o s t .  
There i s  great c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  economy. T h e r e  
a r e n ' t  c r i t i c a l  unemployment p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a comfort-  
ab le  s i t u a t i o n .  

YANKTON, S.D.--GEORGE AFFELDT: The Yankton Church  i s  t u r n i n g  i n t o  a 
v e i y  w a r m  a n d  f r i e n d l y  Church .  The a t t e n d a n c e  has b e e n  h o l d i n g  u p  
a n d  average of t h e  t h r e e  C h u r c h e s  i s  a b o u t  2 0 - 2 5  more p e r  week t h a n  
i t  w a s  before  s t a r t i n g  t h e  Yankton services.  

DALLAS, TX--RANDALL D I C K :  N o t i c e d  t h e  t y p i c a l  s u r g e  o f  p e r s o n a l  
p r o b l e m s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  F e a s t  o f  T a b e r n a c l e s .  E n t h u s i a s m  v e r y  
h i g h ,  n o t i c e d  a n  i n c r e a s e d  desire  on p e o p l e ' s  p a r t  t o  go t o  t h e  F e a s t  
t o  w o r s h i p  God ra ther  t h a n  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  v a c a t i o n  a n d  i n c i d e n t a l l y  
k e e p  t h e  F e a s t .  

AMARILLO, T X - - J I M  O ' B R I E N :  A s  t i m e  p a s s e s  t h e  m e m b e r s  a re  i n c r e a s -  
i n g l y  c o n v i n c e d  b y  t h e  f r u i t s  t h a t  a re  b o r n  b o t h  l o c a l l y  and  a r o u n d  
t h e  world t h a t  t h i s  Work i s  o f  God. I t  i s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  
f r o m  S c r i p t u r e  b u t  q u i t e  a n o t h e r  t o  p r o v e  i t  f rom y o u r  own l i f e .  
The p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  A r m s t r o n g  i s  t h e  A p o s t l e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  h a s  t a u g h t  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v e n  i n  t h e i r  own l i v e s .  

Weeklv L e t t e r  Comments 

E v e r y  week many m e m b e r s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  h e a r t f e l t  l o v e ,  r e s p e c t ,  a p p r e c i a -  
t i o n  and  s u p p o r t  f o r  God's  a p o s t l e .  R e a d e r s  a l s o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  i n s p i r e d  
by M r .  Armst rong ' s  book,  THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL. S e v e r a l  h a v e  now 
r e a d  i t  fo r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  a n d  s t i l l  k e e p  d i s c o v e r i n g  new t r u t h s .  And 
s t u d e n t s  are  t h r i l l e d  a t  each new C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  l e s s o n  t h e y  re- 
ceive.  F o r  some, t h e  c o u r s e  h a s  u n l o c k e d  t h e  B i b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

B r e t h r e n  E x p r e s s  H e a r t f e l t  A p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  M r .  A rms t rong  

I wanted  t o  w r i t e  you [Mr. Arms t rong]  t o  s h a r e  a few of my t h o u q h t s  
a n d  f e e l i n g s .  F i r s t ,  I want  t o  t e l l  you how w o n d e r f u l  it w a s  t o  see 
you l i v e  a t  t h e  F e a s t .  You l o o k e d ,  t a l k e d  and  acted much younger  
and  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r .  My h e a r t  o v e r f l o w e d  w i t h  love f o r  you.  
I w a s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  men l i k e  Noah, Moses, Abraham, P a u l  and  J o h n .  
You are  a man l i k e  t h e m ,  M r .  A rms t rong ,  a n d  w e  are p r i v i l e g e d  t o  know 
you. W e  t h a n k  God f o r  you ,  y o u r  s t r e n g t h ,  c o u r a g e  a n d  y o u r  g r e a t  
f a i t h  i n  g u i d i n g  u s .  

M r s .  E d d i e  Dungan (Campbell, AL) 
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I h a v e n ' t  w r i t t e n  b e f o r e .  I t ' s  a b o u t  t i m e .  I have  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  THE 
INCREDIBLE HUMAN POTENTIAL f o r  t h e  second  t i m e  and r e c e i v e d  a l o t  
more u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o u t  o f  i t .  T h a t  book i s  t remendous!  J u s t  amazing 
- - t h a n k s  f o r  w r i t i n g  it and f o r  a l l  t h e  p r o d i g i o u s  volumes  o f  ma te r i a l  
y o u ' v e  w r i t t e n  s i n c e  t h e n .  Thanks  f o r  p u t t i n g  u s ,  t h e  Church ,  back  
on  t r a c k  a s  C h r i s t  d i r e c t e d  you. We'd a l l  b e  i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e  
o t h e r w i s e .  

Bob W i l l i a m s  ( S t .  C l a i r s v i l l e ,  O H )  

I have  r e a d  THE I N C R E D I B L E  HUMAN POTENTIAL--as  I f e e l  m o s t  o f  t h e  
Church  membership h a s .  I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  t o  w r i t e  a n d  t h a n k  you .  But 
I wan t  you t o  know I t h a n k  God f o r  s u c h  a man a s  you.  B e l i e v e  m e ,  
y o u r  l e t t i n g  God u s e  you and  r e v e a l  H i s  d e e p  t r u t h s  t o  you f o r  o u r  
b e n e f i t  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  A g a i n ,  t h a n k  you.  

M r s .  P h y l l i s  K .  Eas tman ( R o m e o v i l l e ,  I L )  

Though I have  n o t  w r i t t e n  t o  you p e r s o n a l l y  b e f o r e ,  t h i s  t i m e  I w a s  
f o r c e d  t o  do s o  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  book THE INCREDIBLE 
HUMAN POTENTIAL. Thanks  t o  God and  t h a n k s  t o  you f o r  t h e  work you 
are  d o i n g .  Thanks  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e s  you have  wrough t  i n  my l i f e  ( and  
my f a m i l y ' s )  t h r o u g h  y o u r  b o o k s ,  b o o k l e t s  and  B i b l e  l e s s o n s .  

D r .  I g e k e k p o l o  ( B e n i n  C i t y ,  N i g e r i a )  

Thank you so much f o r  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  book,  THE INCREDIBLE HUMAN 
POTENTIAL. W e  have  b o t h  r e a d  it t h r o u g h  and a r e  now s t u d y i n g  i t  l i k e  
w e  would a good t e x t b o o k .  Thank you a g a i n  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

H a r o l d  & V e r a  C a r t e r  ( L a k e l a n d ,  F L )  

I r e c e i v e d  y o u r  book,  THE INCREDIBLE HUlilAN POTENTIAL. I t  h a s  opened  
t h e  d o o r  t o  t r u t h  and  l i g h t  f o r  m e .  How c a n  I e v e r  o f f e r  you some 
b l e s s i n g  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  f o r  t h a t  book? I have  been  l o o k i n g  f o r  an-  
s w e r s  and  t h e  t r u e  Church a l l  my y e s t e r y e a r s .  

David L .  W a l k i n s  ( A u r o r a ,  I L )  

C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C o u r s e  iIighl;.- Va Lued 

I c a n  n e v e r  f i n d  words t o  e x p r e s s  t h a n k s  f o r  my j o y  a s  I s t u d y  
y o u r  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  Course .  I f i n d  it h a r d  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
l e s s o n  t o  l e a r n  more a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  and o u r  Heaven ly  F a t h e r .  God 
w i l l  s u r e l y  bless you f o r  c a r i n g  t h a t  o t h e r s  know God's Word. T h i s  
i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  anyone  t o o k  t h e  t i m e  t o  p r o v e  t h e  t r u t h  t o  m e .  I 
w r i t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  c o p y  a l l  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  and  w r i t e  y o u r  comments 
i n  a n o t e b o o k .  T h i s  way I c a n  go back  and  read them over and  o v e r  
a g a i n .  

M r s .  Maranca McI lmur ray  ( K e n d a l l ,  N Y )  

I h a v e  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  Lesson  7 o f  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
Course .  I g a t h e r  f rom t h e  t r u t h s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e v e n  l e s s o n s ,  
t h a t  t h e y  r u n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P l a n  o f  God, s t a r t i n g  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  
E t e r n a l  l i f e  i s  t h e  main  o b j e c t i v e .  I c a n n o t  w a i t  u n t i l  L e s s o n  8 
a r r i v e s  b e c a u s e  I know it  w i l l  be a n o t h e r  s u r p r i s e .  I f i n d  myse l f  
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s t u d y i n g  them o v e r  and o v e r  i n  sequence .  Every  t i m e  I r e a d  one  o f  
The PLAIN TRUTH magazines  o r  b o o k l e t s ,  I f i n d  t h a t  some of  t h e  i n f o r -  
ma t ion  from t h e  Course i s  ment ioned .  How i n t e r e s t i n g .  Thank you 
f o r  l e t t i n g  m e  be a p a r t  of i t .  

H e r b e r t  D r i s d a l e  (Hous ton ,  TX) 

Thank you v e r y  much f o r  s e n d i n g  m e  your  Ambassador C o l l e g e  Correspon-  
dence  Course .  When I r e c e i v e d  i t  and s t a r t e d  to  r e a d  it a l o n g  w i t h  
my B i b l e ,  I w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  a s t o n i s h e d  a t  how t h e  word of  God seemed 
t o  be  so c lear .  The way you have drawn a t t e n t i o n  t o  d i f f e r e n t  
c h a p t e r s  made r e a d i n g  my B i b l e  e x c i t i n g .  I had t o  w r i t e  and t e l l  
you t h i s  as I have s a t  up l a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  n o t  a b l e  t o  s t o p  thumbing 
th rough  my B i b l e ,  l o o k i n g  up p a s s a g e s ,  and t r y i n g  my new knowledge 
a t  t h e  t e s t .  

L . C .  ( F i f e ,  Grea t  B r i t a i n )  

L a s t  n i g h t  I f i n i s h e d  L e s s o n  3 of your  B i b l e  Correspondence  C o u r s e .  
I began t h e  l e s s o n  a t  1 O : O O  y e s t e r d a y  morning and f i n i s h e d  around 
1 2 : O O  m i d n i g h t .  I t  i s  s u c h  a t h r i l l  t o  go  t h r o u g h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
and t o  f i n d  t h e  answers  so p l a i n .  Why a l l  of a sudden have I been 
grabbed  by t h e  a r m  and made t o  see myself  a s  i f  t h r o u g h  a m i r r o r ?  
Why w a s  I p l agued  by so many q u e s t i o n s  and so much u n c e r t a i n t y  f o r  
so long?  A f t e r  almost 3 0  y e a r s  o f  l i f e  d u r i n g  which I have been i n  
c o n s t a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  B i b l e ,  I f i n a l l y  c l e a r l y  see God ' s  pu rpose  
f o r  man on e a r t h .  

J . L .  M a r t i n e z  T .  ( F a j a r d o .  P u e r t o  Rico)  

ON THE d O R L D  SCENE _ _ _ ~  

SCHMIDT I N  THE DOLDRUMS: WHAT A DIFFERENCE TWO MONTHS CAN MAKE On Oc tobe r  
5 ,  C h a n c e l l o r  H e l m u t  Schmidt  w a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  power by t h e  W e s t  German 
e l e c t o r a t e .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  however,  showed t h a t  t h e  chan-  
ce l lo r  c o u l d  b e  i n  f o r  rough t i m e s  p o l i t i c a l l y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h i s  own 
p a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  b a r e l y  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  power,  w h i l e  i t s  j u n i o r  
p a r t n e r ,  t h e  F r e e  Democrat P a r t y  (FDP) s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  i t s  p a r -  
l i a m e n t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  hence  i t s  leverage w i t h i n  t h e  c o a l i t i o n .  

P e r h a p s  no  o n e ,  however, c o u l d  have f o r e s e e n  j u s t  how q u i c k l y  t h e  c h a n c e l -  
l o r  w a s  t o  f a l l  from p o l i t i c a l  grace. I n  i t s  December 1, 1980 i s s u e ,  d e r  
S p i e g e l  h e a d l i n e d  H e r r  S c h m i d t ' s  o n s e t  of problems t h i s  way: "Seven w e e k s  
a f t e r t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  h a s  g o t t e n  o f f  t o  a f a l s e  
s t a r t .  The S o c i a l  Democrats f e e l  imposed upon by t h e  s m a l l  p a r t n e r  FDP. 
S k e p t i c i s m  i s  growing  i n  Bonn as  t o  whe the r  t h e  Schmidt /Genscher  govern-  
ment can  save i t s e l f  over t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  p e r i o d .  The 
c h a n c e l l o r  h i m s e l f  i s  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  mood of  a n  impending ' end  t i m e ! ' "  

- 

At t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  problems are  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of v i e w  o f  t h e  SPD 
and FDP. Schmidt  i s  c a u g h t  i n  a p o l i t i c a l  v i se .  On t h e  l e f t  i s  t h e  main- 
stream o f  h i s  own s o c i a l i s t i c  ' 'workers"  p a r t y ,  beho lden  t o  labor  i n t e r e s t s  
and t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  of s o - c a l l e d  " c o - d e t e r m i n a t i o n "  a g r e e m e n t s  whereby t h e  
power fu l  u n i o n s  have a l a r g e  voice i n  t h e  management of major i n d u s t r i e s .  
To  h i s  r i g h t ,  t h e  FDP wan t s  more f r e e  marke t  economic c o n d i t i o n s  t o  p r e -  
v a i l .  
a d v o c a t e s  o f  P r o f e s s o r  M i l t o n  F r i e d m a n ' s  f r ee  m a r k e t  s c h o o l  of economics.  

SPD l e f t i s t s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  FDP i s  r i d d l e d  w i t h  "Chicago  Boys"-- 
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The FDP, and t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  w e l l ,  i s  w e l l  aware of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  West German p r o d u c t i v i t y  i s  s u f f e r i n g .  Wage s e t t l e m e n t s  have been 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  r u n n i n g  ahead  of  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  economy i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  
And now it  a p p e a r s  t h e  economy w o n ' t  grow a t  a l l  i n  1 9 8 1 .  Over t h e  y e a r s  
of  soc i a l  democracy,  West German l a b o r  cos t s  (wages p l u s  soc i a l  b e n e f i t s  
employers  must pay)  have grown c o n s i d e r a b l y  more e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  those i n  
t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  ( O f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  Volkswagan p l a n t  i n  N e w  S t a n t o n ,  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e i r  p e o p l e  a c t u a l l y  work 4 2  d a y s  a y e a r  more 
t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  Wol f sburq . )  

R e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  growing pess imism,  West German i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  a r e  i n v e s t -  
i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  amounts overseas.  And n e a r l y  h a l f  of t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  a t  
home i s  plowed i n t o  new p r o c e s s i n g  d e v i c e s  and l a b o r - s a v i n g  t e c h n i q u e ; ,  
i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  g e t  a round  h i g h  l a b o r  c o s t s .  

N e a r l y  everywhere  C h a n c e l l o r  S c h m i d i  lud,ks , iie sees  qioomy s i g r c .  Since 
t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  y e a r  the  d e u t s c h e  mark h a s  dropped  o v e r  20% in v a l u e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  pound and a b o u t  1 0 %  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. .?oliax' ( I t  is now 
back t o  2 marks t o  t h e  d o l l a r  a s  opposed t o  a s  low a s  1 . 7 5  t o  1 a t  Feas t  
t i m e ) .  While a good p o r t i o n  of t h i s  i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  h i g h  i n t e r e s t  
ra tes  i n  t h e  U . S .  and B r i t a i n ,  a l a r g e  p a r t  i s  a l so  t i e d  i n t o  Bonn ' s  
d e c l i n i n g  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  p i c t u r e .  Coun t ing  " i n v i s i b l e s "  s u c h  a s  t o u r i s m  
and c a p i t a l  t r a n s f e r s  a b r o a d ,  t h e  Federal  R e p u b l i c ' s  s h o r t f a l l  f o r  1 9 8 0  
c o u l d  r e a c h  a whopping $16 b i l l i o n .  

"Kicked i n  t h e  T e e t h "  by E a s t  Germany 

On t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  f r o n t ,  C h a n c e l l o r  Schmidt  i s  a l s o  t a k i n g  h i s  lumps. 
The E a s t  German reg ime  d e a l t  him a r e e l i n g  blow r i g h t  a f t e r  h i s  re-elec- 
t i o n  by d o u b l i n g  o v e r n i g h t  t h e  amount o f  money West Germans must  spend 
p e r  day  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s  and n e i g h b o r s  i n  t h e  E a s t .  F o r  W e s t  
B e r l i n e r s  t h e  r a t e  w a s  q u a d r u p l e d .  

C l e a r l y  t h e  E a s t  German regime i s  i n t e n t  on l i m i t i n g  Western  c o n t a c t s  i n  
t h i s  t i m e  o f  t r o u b l e  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  Po land .  But t h e  manner i n  which P a r t y  
Chief  Honecker d i d  i t  showed how l i t t l e  he t h o u g h t  o f  Schmidt  and t h e  SPD 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  which had labored so many y e a r s  t o  f o s t e r  O s t p o l i t i k ,  i t s  form 
of in t ra -German d e t e n t e .  E a s t  B e r l i n  c y n i c a l l y  w a i t e d  f o r  Schmidt  t o  win 
t h e  e l e c t i o n  b e f o r e  o p e n l y  announcing  i t s  new po l i cy - -a  move which would 
have  g a i n e d  an t i -communis t  c h a l l e n g e r  F ranz - Jose f  S t r a u s s  vo te s  i f  done  
b e f o r e  October 5 .  L i t t l e  wonder a b i t t e r  Schmidt  t o l d  a i d e s :  " W e  w e r e  
k i c k e d  i n  t h e  t e e t h . "  

Then too,  Schmidt  made a c u r i o u s  move i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Washington.  
H e  p a i d  a n  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  t h e  White House r i g h t  on t h e  h e e l s  o f  t h e  
American e l e c t i o n - - f o r  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  loser Jimmy C a r t e r .  Even though he 
a l so  s a w  P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  Reagan, why, S c h m i d t ' s  c r i t i c s  a s k e d ,  d i d n ' t  he 
pos tpone  h i s  t r i p  u n t i l  a f t e r  Reagan w a s  i n  o f f i c e ?  Was a p o t e n t i a l  ' 'lame 
duck" j u s t  v i s i t i n g  a n o t h e r  lame duck?  

" C h a n c e l l o r  i n  a Low" 

Faced w i t h  a l l  t h e s e  sudden downtu rns ,  C h a n c e l l o r  Schmidt h a s  sunk i n t o  a 
d e p r e s s e d  s t a t e  o f  mind. The S p i e g e l  s t o r y  carr ied a cover c l o s e - u p  p i c -  
t u r e  of a v e r y  blue-mooded Schmid t ,  w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  "Kanz le r  i n  T i e f t ' - -  
C h a n c e l l o r  i n  a Low. What a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  j u b i l a n t  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  
C h a n c e l l o r  on  t h e  December PLAIN TRUTH!  



PASTOR GENERAL'S REPORT, December 1 2 ,  1980 Page 1 9  

The mood i n  r u l i n g  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  SPD i s  so gloomy t h a t  E o n n ' s  Ambassador 
t o  I s r ae l ,  K l a u s  S c h u e t z ,  a f t e r  a p r i v a t e  v i s i t  w i t h  Schmid t  s a i d ,  "I h a v e  
n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  I d o n ' t  know how l o n g  i t  c a n  go 
on .  'I 

The s a m e  S p i e g e l  a r t i c l e  q u o t e d  above  r e l a t e d  how t h a t  S c h m i d t ,  in a m e e t -  
i n g  w i t h  t o p  l a b o r  u n i o n  o f f i c i a l s  l a m e n t e d ,  w i t h  h e a v i n e s s ,  "Who knows 
w h e t h e r  I w i l l  e v e r  be ab le  t o  l a s t  u n t i l  E a s t e r . "  

If  Schmid t  r e s i g n s  sometime soon, t h e  SPD w i l l  have  t o  come u p  w i t h  a new 
c h a n c e l l o r ,  a s suming  i t  c a n  r e t a i n  i t s  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  FDP. But  t h e  
SPD h a s  no one  of t h e  same s t a t u r e  a s  Schmidt w a i t i n g  i n  t h e  wings .  What 
if t h e  FDP p u l l s  o u t ,  t o  j o i n  r a n k s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  CDU/CSU?  Where 
would S t r a u s s  f i t  i n ?  

Gene H .  Hogberg,  N e w s  Bureau 




